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Has yeur cOveMgpe gone 
missing Maybe it’s cowering 
under a table somewhere? 8 — 
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Who writes games? Where do the 
ideas come from? Who decides which 
games get published? We get the 


lowdown from a top software house 
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Titus the Fox is the mascot of French 
software house Titus. He’s also 
enmeshed in a world of adventure and 
intrigue in North Africa... 
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PRORLIGAING 


‘YOUR GUARANTEE OF VALUE’ 
This magaing comes from Future Pubisning, a company founded 


jusl sin years ag0. but wich new sells more compuler magerines 
than any other publisher in Sritain. We offe:: 
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Now we find out 
the truth. Which 
was your 
favourite game of 
ithe year? Which 
was the best soft- 
| ware house? And 
who was the 
biggest idiot...? 
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The CPC may be the best 8-bilt games 
machine around, but if’s also excel- 
lent for lots of serious uses - like word 
processing. We review and rate the 
tep CPC word processing progs 





Whatever happened to all thase 
Amstrad cartridge games we were 
promised? Some came out with more 
of a whimper than a bang... we sort 
out the crackers from the damp squibs 





They said if covldn’t be done! A 
4,096 colour palette, hardware 
sprites, enhanced sound... all the 
Plus/GX4000 goodies accessed from 
tape /disk! And Amstrad is going to 
left it happen... 
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MASTERING MACHINE CODE Andy Price hasn't 
finished interrupting yet... 


TECHNICAL FORUM Five pages of reviews, 
techie queries, techie helpline, Ask Alex and 
loads of tips! 

international PD guru Richard Fairhurst... 


TYPE-INS A big beg of readers’ programs, plus 
BUYERS’ GUIDE Everything you ever needed to 
know about word processing software: what it 
dees, where to get it and which prog is best 


ON THE GRAPEVINE Wot, more joysticks? The 
latest Evromax wegglers under the spotlight 


HOW A GAME I§ MADE We talk to Codemasters 


THE JETSONS You remember that horrible little 
fomily im the TV cartoon? Well here's @ horri 


POTSWORTH Another TY cartoon - and this 
one’s got five million viewers (we're told) 


TITUS THE FOX From, er, Titws. He's the French 
tompeny’s mascot, and he also has lots of fox- 
type adventures (but in the Sahara?) 

To... (no. 298). Bid you know thal about two 
dozen cart games have so for been released? 


CHEAT MODE What do all those covertape 
pokes do...? Plas another crop of tips 
BALROG Port 4 of the Balg'’s GAC tutorial - 
tome on, where are all these adventures 
you're writing? 

BUDGET SPECIAL Stryker and the Crypts af 
Trogan - what sort of name is that? Who cares 
when it's got a 4096-colour palette...? 


BUYERS’ GUIDE The top ten puzzle games ever, 
for all you eggheads out there 


COVERTAPE How to load this month's covertape 
and wee the progs. Just over the page, in fact! 
AMSCENE New maker of 3-imch disks! And 
Amstred’s change of heart over copyright... 
REACTION Why can’t we hove a disk on the 
cover? Who is Karate Ken? 


READER POLL The worst software, the best 
music and the biggest idiot of 1991! The truth 
must be told...! 


SMALL ADS Buy buy bey! Sell sell sell (Er, mot 
al the same time, of cowrse) 


SPECIAL OFFERS We pick the best products, you 
poy the best prices 

SUBSCRIPTIONS,“ BACK ISSUES Free softwore 
when you subscribe! 

AAFTERTHOUGHT So what's going in mext 
month's isswe? Here's o sneak preview... 
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Amstrad CPC 464, 


CPC 6128, 
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art prog GPainf, 
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HOW TO LOAD Y 
Loading the programs couldn't be easier! Type 

RUN" (followed by RETURN) and press a key to start 

the tape. (A shortcut way to get RUN” is to hold 

down CONTROL and tap the small ENTER key.) 

A menu screen will appear in a short time. 
Select the program you wish to load. Press SPACE 
to highlight the program you want followed by 
RETURN to load the program. 

Note that BASIC progams (e.g. the pokes) must 
be loaded direcly from BASIC with the RUN" com, 
* if you have a disk drive connected to your 


Wf you have a disk drive, you'll only ever have to load 
from the tape once - all programs are transferred 
easily to disk. 

Insert a blank formatted disk into the drive and 
the covertape at the start of side one into your cas- 
sette player. Connect the REM socket if you have 
one (6128 owners) - it'll automatically stop the tape 
in the right places when accessing the disk drive. 





Owners of the 6128 Plus are unable to connect a cassette recorder to 
their machines. If these or any other users would like a copy on disk, 


CPC 464 Plus 






































8 Stryker and the Crypts of 
Tregan - fully playable demo 
of Codemasters’ new game - 
plus extended palette for Plus 
owners! 


& Croco Magento - stunning 
arcade puzzler from French 
demo team - full game 

@ Anarchy - tankbusting maze 
action - full game 

8 GPaini - an four-colour icon- 
drive art package 

from Germany 

@ Type-Ins AA78& - Couldn't get 
AA78's Type-ins working? 
Here’s the complete set on 
tape 

@ Pokes galore! Seymour Take 
1, Firelord, Prince of the Yolk 
Folk and a 

dozen more... 






































DUR COVERTAPE 

machine you'll first have to type TAPE 
to switch the machine to tape loading 
rather than disk loading. (The | 
is obtained by pressing SHIFT 
and @) The computer 
next program. 


Load the menu program in the normal way and 
select the TRANSFER TO DISK option. Follow the on- 
screen instructions and press a key when the 
computer asks you to. it's as simple as that! 

H you have problems you'll be asked to rewind 
the tape and try again. ff 20, don't panic - follow the 
advice for tapo loading troubles. Sull no luck? Then 
Ablex will replace your tape. See overleaf 


simply snip off the coupon on the corner of this page and send it with 
a cheque/PO for £2.00 made payable to Ablex Audio Video Ltda@ 
AA80 disk offer, Ablex Audio Video Lté@., Harogurt, 
Halesford 14, Telford, Shropshire TF 7 4QD, 
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Loading: The Type-ins are on side 
two, and must be run from BASIC. 


Type RUN” and the relevant filename 
(printed In bold below). 


Want te we the [ype-lns featured in the map, 
bul you favenl got the time to type them mf Ur 
maybe you cant get them to work? Then fear not 
because stating ts month AA wil be chucking the 
lyons from two months earber on to the 
rape 

Wi course, those of you who like typing them m 
Stl have every incentive fo co $6. (Who wants fo 
wait two months for something they could use 
tomorrow, mgnt’) But for al you oninesmove people 
who haven't -tyoed in the lishngs from issue /# yet 


‘he 


youll find the progs on the tape. Here's the de 


LUVe! 


MUSIC.BAS Use the top two rows of the key 
board aS a kind of mim organ, thanks to Dan 
Procock $ neat ttle nowebox, 

OSCILL.BAS What on an oscilio 
scope’ Something that makes pretty pattems 
representing sound waves) on screen when you 
play a tape, apparently. That's what Rory OHare 
recaons ainway 


Parin i 


a a aca all a ae a a a i a a le ne ee aa 


CaTeoorl RAY OSC ILLOR OE, (twee ef thine! 
[ 


PASSWORD.BAS + CREATE.BAS [wo 
orograms that go together to Make up a password 
protection system, to use Own prograns 
Run the Create program and enter your chosen 
password. Include the rassword listing at the begn 
ning of your program. The password wil now need 
to be entered before anyone can run your prog 
Loeers, Noe! Stephenson. 

WORDPRO.BAS Here's a soanky littie word 
processor from Martin Eldct of MPD Software. Full 
INSTUCDONS are NCUCeD On Screen 

Phew This month's Typedns wall be on the 
covertape. Next month, look out for Pair Shape 
De, Disc and Iracker (trom last month's ish 


i 
GT 


YOU! 





EWS... NEWS... NEWS... NEW 





tion to provide the best magazine possible for 
Amstrad users everywhere. Other magazines may 
come and go, but as long as there are Amstrads, 
there will be Amstrad Action... 


After years as the ‘official Amstrad magazine, 
voteran tithe Amstrad Computer User is to disap- 
pear for ever from the newsagents shelves 

ACU, the remaining competitor to Amstrad 
Action, was edited in its later days by Chris Knight, 
who has now left the CPC market altogether. “It was 
sad to Joave™, he told us. “The CPC is still the best 
all round computer as far as I'm concerned.” 

ACUs closure will be seen by many as further 
evidence of the decline of the CPC market. 
However, with Amstrad Action just having achieved 
its second-highest circulation figures ever, we'd dis- 
pute that! 






































a ee ee 
latest in the magazine's succession of proprietors 

| plans to launch a replacement. CPC Attack is 

| intended to follow in the footsteps of the old ACU, 

| offering much the same content in a different pack- 

| age. We can't tell you any more, since the publisher 

| itself has no definite information to offer. Indeed, 
the last issue of ACU is carrying a recruitemont 
advertisement for staff to work on the magazine 
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Amstred Action has now ‘seen off no fewer than 
three competing Amstrad titles since its launch in 
1985. We're not ones to crow about our success, 
but we think this is due to our continued determina: 











® The last of Amstrad Action’s original 
competitors bites the dust. 













Oops? 
‘Oops’ number one relates to our joysticks 
Buyers Guide (AA/9). Konm called us up and 
explained (rather reasonably, we thought) that the | 
Standard Speedking has only one Fire button - wed 
nicked up the Sega version. Furthermore, Konix (not 
Spectravideo, a5 we said) ts now distributing Konm 
products, and has been for a year. You can contact 
Koni at Unit 35, Rassaw Industrial Estate, 
Ebbw Vale, Gwent NP3 53D (0495 350101). 


Wacci winners 

smiling again 
ee a 
| Treasure Trail competition (AA6/), user group 
Wacci, with Steve Williams at the helm, ran inte 
financial trouble. The result was that the three win- 
ners, each of whom were due the contents of the 
home-grown and CP/M libranes, plus a years sub 

to the Wacci magazine, were left high and dry. 

Not really anyone's fault, but the people who 
really suffered were the existmg subscribers. 
However, Wacci was taken over by 4 group of dedi- 
cated CPC calling themselwes ‘The 
Management’ and headed by our pal Clive Bellably. 

Well not only has The Management raised 
enough money to refloat Wacci, it has come to the 
rescue of our Treasure Trail winners! Amstrad 
Action has supplied 50 3-inch disks to copy the 
software on to, and has footed the bill for the subs. 
Meanwhile, Wacci has copied all that software on to 
all those disks for free and has sent them out to the 
prizewinners. Well done, chaps! 


‘Oops’ number two was a tiny bugetie in the 
‘owerbase program we put on the AA/9 covertape. 
This bug affected the saving and loading of files 
lulp). Putting tt right is dead easy, though. Edit line 
241, changing the third ‘and (between the two 
graphic characters) to ‘or’. Resave the program, 
and that’s it 


fanatics 


‘Oops’ number three (good gref) is in the 
word pro program on the same covertape. It keeps 
saying Printer Off Line when you try to print. That's 
because lme 2290 should be a REM line. Qust add 
REM at the start or a single quote). 


S... NEWS... NEWS. 


Fury over 
‘tape-only’ 
games 
F «2 epe 
availability 
AA readers have been complanng for a 
ong time about the non-avaidabiity of disk games in 
the shops. While it’s still possible to buy fullprice 
games from mdependent computer stores, theyre 
always on tape only 

it makes commercial sense for retailers to stock 
games on a format (tape) that all CPC owners can 
use, rather than one which only half of them can use 
(disk). So, we thought, it's just retailers bemg a bit 
canny. 

Until we got a call from Mr. Roda of Dynamite 
Videos Ltd in London. Mr. Roda also sells computer 
games, including Amstrad games. But not on disk. 
Why not? “Because you just can't get them!” Mr. 
Roda's wholesaler insists they're no longer available, 
which doesn’t please customers. “Over the past 
month (ve had a dozen customers come in wanting 
Amstrad disk games. When | tell them you cant get 
them any more they're furious!” He then went on to 
explain that the local papers were full of ads for 
Amstrad machines, because, he thinks, “people 
can't get games for them any more’, “So you think 
that's the reason theyre moving on to other 
machines?” we asked. “Yes, of course! 














The games industry works like this: 4 
software house produces a game and manutactur- 
ers a certain proporton of the total number of 
games on disk, the rest on tape. That proportion is 
governed by how many disk games they think they 
will sell — and this is decided by the orders from dis: 
tnbutors and wholesalers. 

i's a chicken-andege situation. If a publisher 
produces too few disk games, people are going to 
be unable to find them, ask sales will be down, the 
publisher wil react to the trend by producing even 
less... and so on, Which is DAFT! Amstrad owners 
want disk games, we want disk games, the retaiters 
want disk games... who's knocking them on the 
head? 


We alm to find out! In the meantime, ff you're hav 
ing serious trouble getting hold of a specific disk 
game, write to us at: Disappearing Disks, 
Amstrad Action, Beauford Court, 30 Monmouth 
Street, Bath, Avon BAl 2BW. We want to know 
the scale of ths problem. 
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GOOD OLD LOGON | 

50 Amstrad are not very pleased about Logon 
Systems’ BASIC program (the software thal 
unlocks’ the extra features of the ASIC clup found in 
the Plus machines)? Why should we be worned 
about Amstrad’s feelings, when they are effectively 
abandoning ther @-bit users by stopping the manu- 
facture of inch disks’ 

When you buy a computer that boasts such 
things as 4096 colours, hardware sprites/scrolling, 
improved stereo sound etc, you should reasonably 
expect to be able lo use these faciibes m your own 
orograms. Amstrad surely have no power to stop 
their customers from harnessing the power of their 
own computers. 

Good luck to Logon Systems. If anyone has 
seen ‘The Demo’, they will know what innovative pro- 
grammers they are, and | for one am looking 
forward to finding out (from my favourite PD librar- 
ian, who knows these people) what sort of demos 
they can come up with on the 6128 Plus. 

As far as | am concerned, Amstrad should stop 
whingeing about computers that they are no longer 
interested in, and concentrate on producing the 
next generation ol atlordabie home computers to 
beat the Amiga and ST — and | dont mean the 
35634 ‘games PC which costs over £1000. 

Andy Gibbons 


oe ae el 
because he inns he % very Coo, he 





Adam: We were rather hastily ‘guessing’ ot Amstrads 
likely response to the program. Strangely enough, 
the company's lawyers have actually ‘cleared’ Striker 
and the Crypts of Chaos, Codemasters’ Plus-busting 
new game, which hacks into the extra hardware in 
the same way as the B-ASIC prog. Tima for the flood- 
gates to open? Turn to page 44 for the full story... 


GOOD OLD AMSTRAD 

Who says Amstrad never enter into correspondence? 
Rubbish,” | say. Enclosed is my proof, and believe it 
or not they actually used the ‘sorry word. If you want 
anything done you write to the top, i.e. Alan Sugar 
himself, and you get a reply in record time. 

| think this information wil be of preat use to 
other GX4000 users out there who have exper: 
enced ‘difficulties’, 

Secondly, | liked the French Connection feature 
and cant wait for some of their games when they 
come over. | must say that, unlike other mags, AA 
is actually getting better. You've just got the bal 
ance nght between serious and games reviews, The 
French Collection report only goes to prove my 
point. Amstrad Acton is well worth forking out for 
another subscription. 

Ghafare Mohammed 
Warley, West Midlands 


Adam: We thought we'd print your letter from 


Election fever has gripped the AA staff, we don’t think. Only Ange 
and Adam W actually voted. (Ange voted Labour, Adam voted for 
the Raving Loonies.) Rod couldn’t be bothered, Maryanne isn’t 
registered, and ADAM PETERS is an anarchist who thinks all 
politicians should be shot (and he was busy doing Reaction at the 
time). Write to Reaction, Amstrad Action, Future Publisbing, 30 
Monmouth Street, Bath, Avon BAI 2BW. You could win £10 cash! 


Amstrad in all its glory, Ghafare. Amstrad 
information Centre, 1 St James's Road, Brentwood, 
Essex CM14 4LF is the important address, folks. 
Incidentally, turn to page 32 for a complete round up 
of cartridge software for the GX4000/Plus. And no, 
we haven't set this wp so that all the letters relate to 


features in the current issue. [t's happening all by 


itself, it's weird. 
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Should | paint my walls purple’ 
Ben Styles 


picks his nose in history (! have ths 
rom rehable sources} 

Marcus Durham 

i ee 


Adam: Er, when we asked you to write 
in and grass up your class mates for 
their personal habits (A477), we 
were... joking’ 


Regarding Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms 
Tw Bim ee 
anow at least two people who Ceal in 
software piracy. One of these people 


name and address supohed fas 


e-size 


been copying Anuga games and giv 
Ing Then away 

John Harrington 

Horley, Surrey 


Adam: Er, when we asked you to write 
in and grass up people who were pirat 
ing software (AA77), we were... joking! 
Surrey lads, huh? 


ler] you nt ard? 
John Harrington 
Horley, Surrey 


Adam: Crikey, it's you again. No | don't 
like lard, mainly because it's made out 
of pig's bottoms, and I'm a vegetarian. 


Personally | think tie-pins 
should be used to slop a! our tes pet 
Ung SORRY IN OXtad Soup. 

Richie Nevain 

West Harrow, Middx 


Adam: Oh no. everyone's gone totally 
bonkers. We wanted your views on 
Type-ins, Richie, not tie-pins. Gah! 


Kingsbridge, Devon 


Adam: Yes, we think you should. Rod 
suggests you use a deep gloss and 
have turps substitute on hand to clean 
the brush. A 2° brush should be about 
night to go around the window frames. 
and some overalls might be in order. 
Send us 4 photo of the finished job 


I lowe (he new Genesis albur 
Grant Taylor 
Dunfermline, Scotland 


Adam: Aiaaaargn. 





SWEARING SOFTWARE 3 
With reference to the letters in AA issues 75 and /8 
about Ocean's swearing message in Dragan Ninja. | 
can confirm this is true. The message is stored at 
memory address &5353 of the main loading file, 
just below the credit message, and it is as follows: 

| quote, "F"°* OFF YOU B"****"", unquote. 

| think Ocean has an embarrassing problem to 
clear up, aS this is both childish and detrimental to 
the company and its customers. A fnend of mine 
was sacked because of a similar stupidity (no, not 
the same programmer). The message is for 
Hackers or Crackers who interrupt the normal load- 
ing procedure. Unfortunately any interruptions can 
cause the message to appear. It's not even XORed 
(encrypted), something Ocean usually do. 
Len Townsend 
Accrington, Lancs 
Adam: Crikey. We rang Karate Ken at Ocean. He said 
this: “The programmer can't remove it now, it's too 
late. ft went in without us checking for that. The pro- 
grammer must have left in by mistake. It's a 
can | say?” Er, try ‘sorry’. 


I'M NO LIAR! 
| think that | should point out the following to that 
crasshead Eddie Oliver [Reacton, A4/&]: 

FACT: That letter was written before the reward 
for the cheapest console was set, so | didn't have 
any reason to lie. 

FACT: Cowed Mawhr is one of the most popular 
markets in Brita, muihons of people go there every 
year and it's not a place where nobody's going to 
check up on me. It’s on every Sunday and it’s some 
where just before Rhyil, and everything's 
mega-cheap there and you're welcome to go there 
i you want. (Just imagine the look on your mum's 
face when she finds you can get ten bog rolls, all 
looking surprisingly sumlar to sandpaper, for less 
than a quid.) 


é @ iB 


This month: Why can't AA have a ‘disk version’ with a disk on the cover instead of a tape? 

The answer: Because it would push the price of the magazine up beyond what we could reasonably 
expect people to pay. $o Amiga and ST mags have disks then do they? Well, blank 3.5" disks can be 
picked up in bulk for only 35p each, whereas blank 3-inch disks (like wot the CPC uses) cost £1.50, 

We only get back around half the cover price from newsagent sales (the rest is snapped up by the 
newsies and the wholesale outlets). So if something puts £1.50 on the price of an issue at our end, that 
means putting the cover price up by double that - £3.00 - and that’s before even considering duplication 
costs! The cost of the tape Issue will also go up, because a lower tape run means increased cost per unit. 
So we're looking at £2.95 for tape issues, £5.95 for disk issues, and chaos as newsagents try to work out 





how many to order of each. 


Doesn't it make more sense to include a tape-to-disk transfer utility, and offer disk copies of the 
covertape for only slightly more than the price of a blank disk (£2.00)? AA is the only mag with a disk 
offer like that (sister mags Your Sinclair and Commodore Format do no such deal). We think we're going 


about it all the right way. What do you think? 


Oh, and our Assistant Publisher Julie Stuckes is checking up on the practicalities of offering a disk 


verion of the mag for subscribers... 


FACT: in Blackpool, there are thousands of 
arcades, nightclubs and computer shops, all with 
very sim@ar names. It's not that | can't remember 
the name really, | just can’t remember which name 
goes with which shop, and you can get into a lot 
more trouble by giving the wrong name than you 
can by saying, “! can’t really remember", | visited 
loads of places while | was there and basically | 
haven't got a clue what the shop's name was. 
something like '... and son, electrical goods’. 
There, that narrows it down a bit for you Mr Oliver, 
you SUSDICIOUS-Minded person. 

H wl really sabsfy you, # | win the “cheap 
Gx4000° contest then AA can donate my reward to 
chanty or something. 

Tony Hutchinson 
Saltley, nr Chester 


Adam: We believed you all along, Tony. But | have 





the feeling your £6.00 Cowed Mawhr console is 


CONTINENTAL CONSOLE 
| think Eddie Olver is just jealous because Tom beat 
his price, and he's just saying that because he 
hopes to win humself. | wouldn't le about a price and 
nether would Tom. Whoever he is. 

| saw a GX4000 being sold for £1.99 at 
Fublong’s Stores in Sentzerland (Honest) 
Simon Crabtree 
North Allerton, N Yorks 


Adam: Fublong’s Stores in Switzerland...? Now 
there is somewhere that people won't be able 
to check up on. Rod reckons you got the 
exchange rate wrong, but he's an untrusting 

tyrant in general. Can anyone beat £1.99? | 
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| Hello folks, I'm 
beck! After a bit of 
an argument (in which | 
' was forced to raise my 
voice on more than three 
occasions), Rod and Adam 
finally agreed to pass on my mail and give me 
another one-off spot in the mag. So here | am! And 
here's a few of your letters: 


“Why does poor Maryanne have to work for 
both AA and Your Sinclair. Personally | think 
she should start her own combined Spectrum 
and Amstrad magazine.” Marcus Durham, 
Farnham 


It's certainly hard work Marcus, especially since | 
work on each magazine during the most hectic part 
of the production schedule (the two weeks before 
going to press). But | actually enjoy working on two 
different magazines, with different sets of staff, dit- 


. maryanne’s mail 


ferent readers, and different design styles. It's all 
good experience, and working on YS does give me 
a welcome break from Rod and Adam and all their 
nasty comments. 


“Maryanne, you should start ‘waxing’ those 
‘orrid fluffy poodles and fairies, it'll get you a 
lot further with Rodland, stupid woman! M 
Blackler, Devon 


| don't think | deserve to be called ‘stupid’, just 
because | don't think it's fun to kil small animals. 
There are quite enough computer games out there, 
puzzle games for instance, that rely on brain power 
and clever tactics rather than bramless wolence, 
and | happen to prefer games like that. Maybe you 
hold the opposite view. | don't agree with you, but 
'm not going to call you ‘stupid’ or anything like 
that, because that's childish. 


“Why are Adam and Rod so nasty to 


Maryanne? | know what it's like to be continu- 
ously picked on, and it isn't enjoyable." 
Jennifer Blake, Surrey 


It certainly isn't Jennifer, What you have to remem- 
ber is that people who take part in bullying do so 
because they fee! msecure. Because they think 
youre pretber or cleverer than they are, and they 
feel they have to prove something to other people. 
Most bullies are just sad individuals with no fnends 
who need to persecute people to make them feel 
supenor to someone else. Just ignore them d you 
can, Jennifer, they'll eventually grow up and get sent 
tO prison. 

And that’s my lot for ths month. Thanks for ail 
your letters. Hopefully [ll get another spot in 
Reaction soon. Send your correspondence (female 
readers especially) to Maryanne’s Mai at the normal 


AA address. 
TMoryanne eae 


Lots of love, 





ACTION 


ANGRY LETTER 

0 Shearer, do you know why you're called ‘the one 
and only? !7) tell you why, because you cant count 
higher than ‘one’ and you're the ‘only’ one that can 
think up silly nicknames like ‘crazy’ and ‘destroyer’. 
You also deliberately said you would fight Mr Clarry 
on Monday the 20th knowing that it would have 
passed by the time the letter was printed. Believe 
me, it costs a lot to get to London from Scotland 
and you're much further north than | am. 

Michael Davies, you tell disk owners to shut up, 
saying that we were saying “down with tapes”. Well | 
looked through every Reaction column since Apri 
1991, and | could only find one letter saying any- 
thing like that. You were trying to start a fight, 
weren't you? Well you've got one. (Where?) 

James Rylatt, when you complaned about Scull 
PD you stated “Go on, give me a plug instead of that 
library north of the border”. Do | detect a hint of prey 
wdice in that? 

D Ching, Fve got two words to say to you... 
Stuart Mainland 
Ayr, Scotland 


Adam: We've printed this letter to remind you that this 
is the sort of letter we're not going to print any more. 





Yo, international corresponding dudes, fancy 
a pen-pal in this land or elsewhere in this big 
throbbing globe of ours? Here are a few peo- 
ple waiting to hear from YOU: 


| have an Amstrad 464 with tape only and | would 
like to contact other Amstrad users. | am a teacher 


biro-buddies 


Anyone after a pen-pal in nuclear free New Zealand? 
CPC 6128 owner seeks per-pals in England,France 
to swap Software/demos & PD. All letters 
answered, assured, New Zealand users write, as 
well as overlooked owners in Egypt, Malta etc. New 
Zealand owners include return postage. 

R Priest, 8 Motueka Street, Nelson, N Zealand 


of physics/chemustry in a secondary school. 
Abderahman Boulatrous, 169 cite 01/11/54, Penpal wanted to swap and lend games, age 14 
43240 Owed Athmenia, Algeria (male/lemale). | own a 464 (tape) only. 

Derek Altorjay, 6 Glenavy Street, Wentworth- 
English male penpal between 12-13 wanted. Must ville, 2145 Sydney, NSW, Australia 


own CPC 6128 or 464. Also wanted: copy of Type 
Ing from AA issues 9 or 41. Will pay good money 
within reason, 

Donal, 010 353 21 361316 (Ireland) after 
Bom 


Wanted: A penpal aged 12-14 who wil swap or 
lend games. 
Tracy, 0905 352689 


if you would like to appear in this column, 
send your details on a postcard or stuck-down 
envelope to: Biro-Buddies, Reaction, Amstrad 
Action, Future Publishing, 30 Monmouth 
Street, Bath, Avon BAl 2BW. You know it 
makes sense. (Unfortunately we are only able 
to print first names and phone numbers for 
UK/Eire residents.) 
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Seriovs CPC users are under threat. 
The Amstrad has long been lauded by Which? maga 
zine as the best home computer you can Duy 
(Amiga et al included), largely because of its excel- 
lent combined serious and games use. Yet for the 
last couple of years Amstrad has been selling the 
machine as a ‘games only’ computer, and now we 
hear that the ‘official’ Amstrad magazine, ACU, is to 
follow suit, completely dropping its serious content 
In one far swoop. 





selves is next to non-existent (an often useless 48p 
a minute phone line)... Serious CPC users are being 
left to rot. Our only hope is to get together and help 
each other. 

This is Starting to happen. The WACC! user 
group offers a telephone helpline and senous info in 
its monthly fanzine... The Print-Dut organisation is 
producing its own firmware guide... Demo-writers 
on the continent are starting to push back the 
boundaries of the CPC's graphics and sound capa- 


time to get serious! 
Worley's World 


Peter Worley is back, and he's got a bee in his bonnet thats bigger than a 
very big thing. Is Peter a mad self-opiniated loonie, or is he the only man in 
Britain who talks any sense? Got any views on Peter's latest rant? Write to: 
PETER'S POSTBAG, Reaction, at the usual AA address... 


The games you can get for mt are brihant — | ike 
Pang and Chip's Challenge as much as the next per- 
son. With newly emerging onginal software houses 
(Titus, Hi-Tec, etc), a great number of ‘old games 
yet to appear at 23.99, and a large games marnet 
in France, the Amstrad has years in it as far as 
pames are concerned. 

But it's time for the massed ranks of serious 
CPC users to ensure that they are not sidelined in 
the process. The call goes out to anyone interested 
In programming (whatever ther level of expertise), 
anyone interested in word processing, business, 
art, writing games: Let us poo! together our know? 
edge and skills, and channel it through the pages of 
the only remaming national magazine that serves us 
all - Amstrad Action. One for all and all for one. 
Thank you for listening. 











slenit, ‘said thle fcek wvgicbesteris Of 


The Firmware Manual has been out of print for bilities. Peter Worley 

years... Technical back-up from Amstrad them: The CPC is the best home computer around. Mord 
Peter's posthag 
ee er ee armchairs or toothbrushes? How do humans (or something like that). In 
as pec, instead of cosmic waste shen bette possBity ofa war, wich their cousins slaughtered by abloke —_ aliens try to invade earth (or another 
matter used only for target practice. | am sure we all want to avoid. (or blokess) with a ray gun? planet), so what are you going to do? 
Wouldn't we be worried if we thought Finally, please bring back Emma 2) What's wrong with killing an- Ask ‘em round for tea and biscuits? 
that a race considering themselves Broadley. mals and lower life forms? Just No, | wouldn't either. 
Superior enjoyed playing games Adam Lloyd imagine, no more next door's dog to © Robert Forster 
vating “human junk § Tunbridge Wells relieve itself on your garden fence. Leeds 

pong ge obec ep 
is how the aliens feel, entirely agree with the comments John Harrington sree gentst ober trates? 

infact, lam tempted to go fur- ‘ade by eter Worley in AA78, apart Hortey, Surrey pecrdcgse eyes ge 2 sete a 
ther and say that they might even be ith habs apna Sp S iadheseget | Pee crane is ne eich 





KARATE KEN 

Well what a disappointing response to 
last month's Photo Compo so far, 
chums. Mind you, the fact that these 
letters pages are actually being written 
a week before last month's issue first 
appears in the newsagents might have 
something to do with it (ahem). 

In the meantime, here's a couple of 
video stills from Ken Locksley of 
Manchester. Ken is the product man- 
ager for top softies Ocean, and he's 
also a bt of a karate dude. He's In con- 
tention for the Gritish karate team, 
apparently, so this is one bloke not to 
laugh at in the street. 

However, this Karate business is 
not without its hazards. Poor Ken got 
his nose broken (twice) in a karate 
tournie a few months ago, and here 
are a couple of clips from the video 


that was made of the whole event. 
There are some much gorier bits, with 
blood and bits of nose flying around in 
them, but our publisher wouldn't let us 
use any of those. Tsch. 

Anyone who wants a video [certifi- 
cate 18) of the whole contest, nurses, 
bandages and all, should send a 
cheque or PO for £49.99 (made 


payable to ‘Mr K Locksley’) to Ken's al 


Broken Nose Video Offer (AA), Ocean 
Software, 6 Central Street, Manchester 
M2 SNS. 

These pics form the first instalment 
of a - probably incredibly short - 
series of images of leading software 
Industry figures sustaining injury in 
sporting encounters. 

Noaxt month: Richard Eddy from 
Codemasters breaks a fingernail dur: 
ing a game of tddiywinks. 


't@eeseseesesaseseseseeatesetescetsetteeesetsettsseesée 6 b&b 


AA guide te germany 


i's the third instalment in AA's ‘waste of space’ series on the European community. 
This month we aim our xenophobia at the country that gave us Adolf Hitler and 


long brown sausages. 


Location: Hard to pl 
Eurooe somewhere 
Population: /6,045,/14. (compnsng 


mpont exactly. ifs a sort of ink blot shaped ba mi the muidde oa’ 


61,306, (00 from West Germany, 16,737,000 


from East Germany, and the 14 solders who patrolled no-mean’s land nm Berkn.! 
Language: {15.cnly possible to speak in an authentc German accent with a phlegm, 


sore throat. 


Cerrency: Marks. Theres aboul tree of these to the pound, and they're so named 
because you need a “spencer (that's German for thousand) of them to be able to afford tr 
shop ot Marks & Spencer. (Are you sure about thes’ - ed 


CPCs; There's a few around, and a magazine Amstrad PC internatonai. 


The country & 


dorunated by local dudes Commodore though (grrr) . 

What te see: There was only ever one thing to see in Germany, the Berln Wal, anc 
they've knocked that down (it’s the Berlin Pile of Rubble now). 

Useful Phrases: ‘Vorsprung Gurch technic” (Er, | would like to buy 8 cor, pernaps) 
“Achtung” (Excuse me sir, you're about to tread on a banana skin) “Goten dasch die toten 


hosen en volkswagen golf” (Good morang) 


Things fo de: Guy 4 big pile of beach towels and travel the country chucking them on 
deck chairs. Put on a pair of stupid shorts and a silly hat and go to a beer festival, 





Warnings: if you see a group of skinheads wearing swastikas coming towards you, 
cross the street. Don't wander the streets of Hamburg after midnight shouting “one Geott 
Hurst, there's only one Geoff Hurst’. 

Famous Gorma: Karl Marx, who beleved that the working class should rise uo and 
overthrow the forces of State power; Karl-Heing Rumenger, who believed that you should 
always go for the far post at a comer; lots of other people called Kari, 





What's cooking in the Kitsch-in this issue folks? Yet 
again the AA offices have been bombarded with typical 
pleces of computer generated “art”. Art Editor ANGELA 
NEAL passes judgement on the best of the bunch... 


AUP AWE 


Alough impressed by the 
neeeenrMlap Lions sepia 





= . os 





works - I ike bive and 


think this ls a pretty funky 








B Abowe Is this month's £10 winner 
drawn by § Thomson (who incidentally 
signs himselH Yours Amstradly. Whet « 
freak). A breath of fresh Sco 
air swopt through the office as Winter 
appeared on my screen. My advice is 
buy seme paints with your winnings and 
try selling something te Cadbury’s. 

a mean leoking guy lf ever | saw one. I'll 
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g platform/combat game This chart is compiled by Gallup Ltd. 
the olaver can make use o (© European lelsure Software 
both Grell and Fella’s di Publishers’ Association Ltd. 1992) 


WWE Wrestlemania 
‘Olesen 

Dizzy’s Excellent 
Adventures C/masters 
Dizzy Collection 
Codemasters 

Cartoon Collection 
Codemasters 

The Simpsons 

Ocean 

Terminator 2 

‘Ole = 15) 

Big Box 

Beau Jolly 
Manchester United 
Europe (Krisalis 

2 Hot 2 Handle 
Ocean 


Soccer Stars 
Empire 


























italia ‘90 

Tronix 

New Zealand Story 
Hit Squad 

Double Dragon 2 

A icelath 

Bubble Bobble 

Hit Squad 


F-16 Combat Pilot 
Action Sixteen 


Bubble Dizzy 
Ofele()agelacie 


Rainbow Islands 
‘all@elel0r-(e 

Chase HQ 
all@eseler-lo 
Robocop 

Hit Squad 
Moonwalker 
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Would li Ue 
i fioel Mansel 


J Sitar u | 





nd send rt to: Nigel Mansel 
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3 HOW A GAME IS MADE 








making a game of it 





A damaged viaduct, they said. As it hap- 
pens, this is one of the better excerpts from the 
British Rai book of excuses. Better than “leaves on 
the track", “the wrong kind of snow’ or “elephants 
in the butter” at any rate. Not that a decent excuse 
is much consolation. Especially smce the viaduct in 
question is the Leammngton Spa viaduct, and [m on 
my way to see Codemasters in, you guessed it, 
Leamington spa. 

Five hours of missed connections, cancelled 
trams, early termunabons and standing around on 
platforms later, and a bedraggled and bedogeled 
figure crawis through the front door of Lower Farm 
House. I'm cold. I'm wet. miserable. | spot a familiar 
grinning, bloated white chap in the corner of the 
room, and stagger over to share my tales of rai 
travel gnef. 

Half an hour of pretty one-sided conversalion 
ater, someone comes over and poms out that | 
have been talking to a stuffed toy. Humph. Richard 
Eddy and Pau! Ranson show up on the scene, shake 
their heads in a perturbed manner, and usher me 
into a room where they ply me with cups of coffee. 


softie spot 


RAID THE PALACE 


PART ONE 





End is also jammed full of 








Ever wondered how a computer game is put together? Wonder no 
longer. It's part one of our exclusive series on game development, 
and ADAM PETERS is on his way to Leamington to talk to 
Codemasters... 


Richard has a cold, his first-iliness for three years 
apparently, and Paul has been up all meht working 
on 16-bit stuf. 


Richard sits the stuffed toy down by {5 
desk. We call him a potato (the toy character, that 
is, not Richard), the Coches i pushed call him a lard 
ball (the toy character, that is, not Richard), but you 
probably Know hum (the toy character, thal is, nol 
Richard) as Seymour, everyone's favourite arcade 
adventurer 

Paul Ranson is the man who ongmally gave birth 
to Seymour, whie he was workme for Big Red 
Software. Big Red had designed Dizzy 4 (Magic 
Land Dizzy) and were asked to write the next Dizzy 
game, Dizzy 5, in time for the following Christmas. 

What they created was a game that placed 
Dizzy for the first time in a nonfantasy environment 
There was a tree hut section to te it in with the pre 
vious game, but the mam plot saw Lizzy as a mowe 
star, travelling through lots of different movie sets 
meeting up with all his Yolk Folk mates (who were 
playing the other characters). 


rocketted to £1.30. which is still pretty 
reasonable value for money. The West 
record, tape 
two virgin 
ee | 


Le ell “he te rewular Codemasters trips TI lh) month Adam Oxford Street), three HMV shops {two 


eee a, A ee le 


Will go shopping in a different town or citv. and drop in on 
pe | ~ | centre) and a lower Hecords (Picadilly 


41 software company while he’s there so he can claim back Circus 

his train fare. This month he visits Hyper Hyper in Want some computer software to = Palace HQ, « throbbing, 
buzzing hive of throbbing 
lan pizza and Jesus & Mary Chain CD’ and buzzing (oh yes). 


om 


o wth your Dastroy jacket, vegetar 
Kensington (London) and Palace software : ) 


hen mosey on down to the Virgin 


AMSTRAD ACTION - MAY 199 


ee ee Joon Richmond (the fab Destroy and Games Centre in Tottenham Court of Polace Software. herd comes a man 


He apital? Try Hyper Hyper in Love, Lies, Religion collections), to Road (part of the Virgin Megastore] with a moustache. fs Palace boas 


Kensington High Street, two lavals of name but three. For the best In rave which has a large stock of CPC soft Pete Stone, Hello Pete 

stalls from some of the hippest club clothing, visit Mash in Oxford Street, ware. Hurrah) And mow to find a Hello Adam.’ 

mcd street wear designers in the world which is also the home of Passion FM solttware company so | can get my What's the SP on thes Palace Titus 

Better stil (and more oxpensive ace dance radio stato travel money back DuSsiness then: 

here's Newburgh Street = just off Fancy a bite to eat? The West End Aha, found one! Lurking up a rusty Both companies are owned by the 
wnaby Stre nt where you lees is littered WwW ith pizza stalls which weed set Of STEDS IN A Victonan ourtyard ra | Sane company and bom Aawe been 
us big name designers peddling ther to whack out slices of gut fy Plirra at stonos throw from Ming s Croés sta gong for some years, with Titus based 


wares: Junior Gaultier, Pam Hoge and only SYo a6 shet, he pric recently ton, we find the bods and boddesses )} Paris and Palace based in London 








H Some of the glamorous young things 
thet hang around the Cedies front office, 
In staged ‘diary checking’ pose. 


Dizzy in Mevie Land it was called, and 
it was only a few days away from completion when 
someone up top decided that Dizzy shouldn't be 
taken out of a fantasy setting. Big Red had two 
choices; they could either scrap the whole (virtually 
finished) project, or else come up with a new char- 
acter to star m the game. 

A few sketches later and they had come up with 
8 potato-shaped dude, which a passing person 
referred to as looking lke a friend of theirs called 
seymour). And so Seymour the superstar was 
born. All the other Dizzy characters m the game 
were replaced with human figures, and Seynour 
goes to Hollywood was the fit on the loading 
scheme when the game everitually hit the shops {on 
the Cartoon Collection compilation) 


After the arcade spin-off Super Seymour 
[christened Bombjack 2 by the cynics), the time has 
come for the next ‘proper’ Seymour game. The 
Codies have become aware of three common crite 
cisms of their arcade adventure games; the games 
are too big (there's too much boring walking), you 
don't know how far you've got, and you often die far 
too easily. 

According to thew research, Prince of the Yolk 
Folk is ther most popular arcade adventure to date. 
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@ Povl Ranson and Seymour finalise an 
Internationa! marketing deal. Seymour Is 
currently writing a game abovt Paul. 


It's also probably the shortest one they've done. 
With Seymour in the Wild West they intend to 
address the problems raised, creating a game that 
is Split into separate (shortish) sections. 

The game involves Seymour donning a Somte) 
hat starring in a The Way West/ Big Country s 
film. The fim is all about Seymour's journey across 
Amernca from the East Coast to the West Coast. 
The game will take place in bite size chunks, each 
section bemeg a different day 

For instance, the first part wil be day one of tne 
filming, with Seymour travelling from the harbour to 
ine raiway stajon (where ne Ouys &@ DckKet and 
boards the train). The second day would see the 
tram being ambushed by indians. There would also 
be scenes of travelling on a wagon train, working in 
a gold mine, etc. 

Or at least, that's probably what the game will 
be like. At the moment Wild West consists of noth- 
ng more than a graphic of Seymour in a hat and a 
few ideas scribbled down on paper. Over the next 
couple of weeks, the Codies posse will be thinking 
up puzzles (20-30 of them) to include in the game, 
and starting work on the map. 

We rejoin the crew in five weeks time, and learn 
all about how they knock up the graphics. Don't 
miss next month's issue for the details... 
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3 Readers’ 
Poll re eswits 


Remember the poll on the survey form in AA77, where we asked 
you to pass judgment on 19917 Well, the ballot papers are in (all 
1200 of them), the processing system (ADAM PETERS with a pen 
and paper) is up and running, and here come the results... 





Pee, ic PIT-FIGHTER? | 
se 2 Santa‘s Xmas Capers 
— > 2. ‘cisco Heat 
ap Prince of eet Wisin q@ Super Space Invaders 
& Terminator 2 & Teen Mut Hero Turtles 



















Best oma? i Gare 
> To HOLLYWOOD 
2 Magic Land Dizzy 
er 3 Turrican 

¢ Continental Circus,2) 
. oe HO > 














4> TERMINATOR 2 
2 Robin Hood (Costner) 
3 Home Alone 
q@ Robin Hood (Bergin) 
& The Addams Family 









© codomasiatt 
3 Gremlin gf 
@- us Gold 
16 & Infogrames 











4. TAR TREK NEXT 
GENERATION 


2 Games Master 
2 Quantum Leap 
@_ Only Fools ‘e 
and Horses 
ome 

















Queen 








5 Hammer 





3 Michael Jackson 
@- Guns’ n’ Roses| 






4; BRYAN ADAMS 


4, 4 ROD LAWTON 











@ arnie 





Bart Simpson 
3 Adam Peters 


& Edd The Duck 











Two weeks It took mo to sort through 
all your replies, readers. Long nights 
epont scribbling numbers in a note 
book when | could have been... er.., | 
dont know, asleep or something 
Sigh 

So what did you have to say for 
yourself then? The ‘gamesy cate- 
gorles were all fairly clear-cut with 
only a fow replies. Your opinions 
Mutant Hero Turtles really that bad? 

The Best Magazine category was 
Inevitabie going to be ours, 7 only 
Gue to the sight advantage of AA 
being the only magazine that every: 
road. The schial figures care as a 
bat of a surprise though, with the mag 
picking up an astonishing 673 votes 
second place Vir scored 21}! ACU 
and White Dwarf share 6th place with 
and Star Trek wero ohvays rurming 
tually winning by a mere two votes 
As for the Film category, how many 
af these Robin Hood woters meant to 
voto for Prince of Thieves (starring 
Kevin Costner) rather than the other 
version starring Patrick Bergin? Ff 
onhy we knew, 

& certain amount of sagotem 
camo to the fora as over 25% of you 
voted for yourselves in the Cool Dude 





1991 HEADERS’ POLL — 


category, and o few of you voted for 
your own bands in the Pop Star cate 
gory. (Con & tho Syco-Mogns? 
Come on Colin, can't you come up 
with a better name for your group 
than that?} The ALF came 6th in the 

The most ridiculous conflict of tHe 
whole chabang came in the Cool 
Dude category, where John Major 
and Edd the Duck did battie for Sth 
place, wth Edd eventually coming 
through courtisy of a single vote 
(ooo, every vote counts) 

A whole host of brothers, acters 
dads and bosses, together with a 
ers, crary guys huh?) collected votes 
in the Idiot category, which, er, | wont 
on to win, Cheers, folks. Awarding 
Rod the Coo! Dude trophy only makes 
it worke, Grrr, just you wait 

Quite a few poople voted their 
own birthdays aa Event of the Yoar 
though the best entries in this cate 
gory were “my brother farted in « 
the plates, ha fa’, and “! exorcised 

The best reply to any questor 
dewn for Cool Dude, poling out that 
the cartoon King ia “i cryogenic we 
pension” and is therefore very coo! 
indeed. Tech. Oh well, roll on nest 
year's pol. Here's hoping less of you 
gers wil toke wees fo gO fway 











Event OF ihe Wear ° 
3 THE GULF WAR : 

- Christmas | 
3 aa getting covertapes 

& Release of hostages 
5 rugby World Cup 


idiot OF The Year 
2 Timmy Mallett 
3 John Major 

@ paul Gascoigne ‘ 





















Guaranteed! 


Peter Brunning writes:- 

During a recent conversation in our village pub 
the question was put to me "You must have loads 
of expensive computer equipment?" | puzzled for a 


moment then replied "No! | write programmes that | 


run ona low cost computer”. 

At Brunning Software we do have several other 
types of computers but 95% of our computing is 
done using the CPC6128 and 6128 plus machines. 
That's why we really can guarantee there is no 
better word processor or database system for 
these computers. Look at this advertisement. 
Typed into BrunWord (ROM), spelling checked, 
printed out at A3 size, and photographically 


reduced to A4 by a local firm. Every dot of ink in | 


this advertisement, including the teddy and the 
picture, came directly from the programme via a 
24 pin wide carriage printer. 

Qur orders are processed using info-Script and 
programmes are written using BrunWord, al! on 
6128 machines, and before you Ho Ho, let me add 
that BrunWord 6128 is at the heart of all our 
programmes. The ROM has many more facilities 
and a great deal of convenience but all the editing, 

| general text processing, and spelling checking are 
| just the same in BrunWord 6126 (just £30!). 


! Case Histories 

"Mr G of Nottingham’ was mentioned in our Oct 39 
ACU advert. | recall reading his first letter in June 
89 and wondering if ii was a setup. He was using 
the full Protext system on ROM and asked several 
searching question about Info-Script. He 
purchased Info-Script in July 89 and wrote back 
"big improvement on my Protext and Pro-filer.... 
vastly superior speed". In Oct 90 he upgraded to 
BrunWord Elite and wrote “Grilfiant! Grunning have 
done it again... isable DMP2000, | newer 
realised it was capable of producing such clear 
eecurate print. in Oct 91 he upgraded to BrunWord 
ROM and responded with a 30 minute telephone 
call full of praise for the ROM's new facilities. 


‘Mr L of Australia’ was also mentioned in our Oct 

| «89 ACU advert. He purchased BrunWord in July 88. 
When he took advantage of our update offer in 
June 89 (Yes! we do send update offers to 
Australia), he wrote “/ found il a very easy word 
processor to use, and the more | use it the more / 
like if". \n Oct 90 he updated to BrunWord Elite. In 
Nov 91 he updated to BrunWord ROM and in his 
letter he wrote “Excellent word processor, easy to 
use, without! prolonged reading of the manual. 
Keep up fhe good work". 


Heterences 


ACU SEP 1990 Page 56/59 = Encryption, 

ACY OCT 1990 Page 56/57 - Headline, 

ACU CEC 1900 Page 24/25 = info-Script. 

AA FEB 1991 Page 18 - BrunWord 6179 

AC MAY 1991 Page 42/43 - BrunWord Elite. 

AC JUN 1997 Page 60/61 = Elite Font Editor. 

ACU AUG 1997 Page 20/21 = BronWord ROM Module, 


ACU DEC 1991 Page 44/45 - ROM Module Secrets. 
(AA 2 Amstrad Action, ACU = Amstrad Computer User) 










138 The Street, 
Little Clacton, Essex, CO16 9LS. 
. Telephone (0255) 862308 


Send cheque/PO/Access, Visa, Connect number to:- 


Brunning Software 
Sos | 





ROM Module £125 


The BrunWord ROM is a black resin coated module — 
which plugs directly onto the expansion socket of | 


the CPC61I2Z8 or the 6128 Plus. Forget about ROMs 
and ROM beards, simply plug it on, type [BW and 
the entire ErunWord Elite system is instantly ready 
for use. 2564 bytes of memory already loaded with 
programmes and dala. 

On the ROM we have BrunWord Elite for 9 pin 
and 24 pin printers, 10 "type setting’ fonts for 
4 pin printers, & ‘type setting’ fonts for 24 pin 
erinters, BrunSpell, 30,000 word dictionary and 
info-Script (powerful relational database). KDS 
ROMDOS for 2nd 3.5 inch disc drives can be added 
for £15 extra (not 6128 plus), and remember that 
no AOM box is needed. 


Quote 


"it's totally brilliant..... carries on the extreme | 


user friendliness of Brunning products to a very 
high standard.... / have one of these liitle gems 


plugged into the back of my CPC right now. As | 
you can imagine, anything that passes through | 


the ACU office can expect fo come in for a hard 
time and, | can safely say that to date, the 


BrunWord ROM has performed in an exemplary | 


fashion on all fronts". 


Chris Knight (ACU Editor) - ACU August 1991. 






BrunWord 6128 £30 


Complete word processing package (disc) with 
word processor, spelling checker and card tiling 


programme. BrunWord 6128 out performs all other 


word processors for the CPC6IZE. It's high speed 
screen routine, gives it a very fast response and 
the editor features are logically arranged to be 
easy to learn, The speiling checker, with its 
dictionary, load into memory at the same time as 
the word processor, making access very 
convenient and exceptionally fast. !t is supplied 
with a 40 page manual and a tutor file. 


info-Script £50 
Complete data processing package (disc), including 
ali the features of BrunWord 6128 and BrunSpell. 
The word processor and database can be resident 
together giving the speed and convenience of 
access with no disc delays. 


9 Pin elite £55 
The Elite system for 9 pin printers (on disc) 
consists of BrunWord Elite, BrunSpell, Headline, & 
bit printer status port and / ‘type setting’ fonts 
(fonts are 24 pin in size but for 9 pin printers). 


9 Pin Elitetinfo £92 
The Elite system (on disc) as above but including 
Info-Script and a backup disc. 


24 Pin Elitetinto £90 
BrunWord Elite (on disc), BrunSpell, Info-Script, 
back up disc, & bit status port and | ‘type setting’ 
fonts for downloading to a 24 pin printer. 
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"William Taylor’ 


This delightful line drawing by Chris Rothero is one of the illustrations in “Strawberry Fair’, a book of traditional 
songs and easy piano music, published by A&C Black Ltd. it was Dart Scanned into four ‘screens’ by agreement. 








BrunWord 6128 with BrunSpel| & DataFile. . - 
Info-Secript with BrunWord 6128 & BrunSpell. . 


BrunWord Elite Rom Module with Info-Script. . £175.00 
All supplied on gin disc (except ROM module) 
ot You must sfate (PC6126' or "6179 Plus’ ** 


All prices are inclusive for UK. Overseas orders sent 
insured air mail - 


£30.00 
£50.00 


9 Pin BrunWord Elite. ........... o--+ £55.00 
9 Pin BrunWord Elite with Info-Script. ... . . £97.00 
24 Pin BrunWord Elite with Info-Script. ... . £30.00 


ams scat Rest add £7.50 










PROGRAMM 


We continue our journey into the world of interrupts this 
month with more discussion on last month's Split Mode 
program. The interrupt is an unknown path to take, so let 





ANDY PRICE be your guide! 


piss fear, the fast ticker interrupt has been 

yplained, but what about the many other types? 
Ths most useful interrupt, graplecs wise, is the 
FRAME FLYBACK interrupt. This allows very smooth 
manipulation of characters and stuff. A simple 
demonstration on how usetul this 1§ can be found in 
Listings 1 and 2. The small BASIC programs show 
my point, (All right Rod, I'll do 20000 lines for using 
BASIC) 


Flyback into machine code: you can use 
the same firmware routine as in BASIC, i.e. CALL 
£8D19, which makes your computer wait until the 
next frame flyback or, in human terms, waits unt 
the computer decides to update the screen. 
However, there is more contro! if your routine was 
executed using the FRAME FLYBACK list, rather 
than waiting for the next flyback to occur before 
continuing your program. Thus + where the routine 
at &BCD? come into action... 

if you do wish to start moving things around the 
screen, it is best to make use of the FRAME FLY: 
BACK facility, It makes the difference between a 
really smooth program and something which looks 
me it was Slapped together in two minutes... (Dy 
the way Adam, did your garmne use the FRAME FLY- 
BACK? Not that it looked like it was programmed in 
two minutes! OK Adam, you can un-hook me from 
those electrodes now...) 


LISTING ONE: A BIT ON THE ROUGH SIDE 


{Ovix) 1'Movingacharacteringraphics 
{(LpBid &’nodewi thoutusingl RAMEFLYBACK 
{Nthx} 3’NotetheJerkynovenents! 
(FtAg 4’ 

{Lafj} 10TAG 

(Fuh) cOFOR\=110500 

{Hnfis? 40NQVEx, 200: PRINT" |"; 


LISTING TWO: A SMOOTH EXAMPLE 


{Owain} L*Novingacharacteringraphics 


{HxBa) 2’aodeusingtheFRAMEFLYBACKFunetion 


{In4v} 3’Motethesmoothness( 
{Ftagh 4’ 

{Laij) LOTAG 

{Fuaq} 20FORx=1T0500 

{Gvitp} JOCALLABD LS 

{Hinds} 40M0VEx, 200 ;PRINT"!"; 
{Tkaj} SONEXT 


Last months program used the FRAME FLY- 
BACK firmware routine to provide you with a 
smooth double mode display. Without ft, you would 
probably need some aspirins! But how do we use it 
from machine code’ Simple! Just have a wander 
below and all will be explained... with a re-cap on 
which registers you need to use! 


HL holds the address of the fast ticker block 
B contains the event class 

C holds the ROM selection 

DE holds the address of your program 


Firmware address &BCD7 - NEW FRAME FLY: 
BACK initialised and puts a block (a program) onto 
the frame flyback list. Only call this once. 

lf you wish to put another program into the list, 
CALL address &BCDA, which puts a block onto the 
ist, ADD. FRAME FLY. Put the address of your pro- 
gram into the FL register. 
To remove a block from the list, use DEL 
FRAME FLYBACK at address &BCDD, 
using HL again with the address of the 
program. 


Listing three shows the frame flyback rou 
tine in use. It makes the standard Amstrad cursor 


PROGRAM : 


FRAME_BLOCK: 


SHEEP PC CFF SCA STFFC FCF FC CFPC CCH ERE PRR RETR HP TPT TPP REeee 


CALL #8DD0 


DEFS § 


fash! it works by removing the cursor on every 
frame flyback. The cursor is replaced automatically 
by the computer Straight after it is removed, that is, 
in between the frame flybacks. This produces this 
novel flashing effect! Also, you can refer back to the 
last issue and the Split Mode program and have a 
look at the PROG and ROUTINE sections of the pro- 
pram 


Well, that just about wraps up interup!s 
tor the time being. Next month, we venture into the 
world of low memory vectors! (They are, a5 a mat 
ter of interest, the most under-used yet probably 
the most useful Dulin routines which we can 


access. They actually allow us to carry out normally 
legal operations... 
hacking! 


legally) Until next month, happy 









Don’t forget - 


if you’ve got any machine 
-¢ode problems, send them in to: 
Code & Chips, Amstrad Action, 


Beauford Court, 
Avon BA1 2BW 


LISTING THREE: FLASHING CURSOR 


| Example on the use of FRAME FLYBACK 
} FLASHING CURSOR, IN BASIC AND MACHINE CODE 
| Mastering Machine Code, Way, 1992 


LD DE, PROGRAM 
LD HL, FRAME_BLOCK 
CALL #2¢D7 


} New Frane Fly 


| Remove cursor fron screen 
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Serious about your CPC? Then the following four pages are packed with info 


about your favourite machine. Products reviewed, problems solved, tips 
it’s all here, presented by Amstrad Action’s consultant technical edi- 
tor ADAM WARING. And if you've got somcthing on your mind that’s been 


given... 


giving you sleepless nights for weeks now, then put it on paper and send it in 
to: Technical Forum, Amstrad Action, Future Publishing, 30 Monmouth 
Street, Bath, Avon BAl 2BW 


IT’S ALL BLACK AND 
WHITE 
=™,.. | bought my son an 

. *\ Amstrad 464 Plus 
computer with a black 
and white monitor for 
his bithday in December 1991. 

Can you please tell me if we can 
buy a modulator to plug the computer 
into a colour TV, and if so, where can 
we purchase one from? 

Ron Pickering 
Stockton-on-Tees, Cleveland 





» |'m afraid you're not 
likely to have much 

| luck. Modulators were 
made available for the 
CPC range, but Amstrad has not pro- 
duced them for the Plus. 

The problem lies with the the 
socket that produces the monitor's dis- 
play. On the CPC a 6-pin socket is 
used, while the Plus has an 8-pin 
socket. The signals they Carry are 

if you're determined to plug the 
computer into a telly, it is possible to 
have a cable made that will link the 
Plus toa CPC modulator. You'll need 
to get hold of an MP1 or MP2 modula- 
tor. Take the diagrams that appear in 
both the computer's and modulator's 
manuals ta someone who's handy with 
a soldering iron. They'll ba able to wire 
up the cable for you. 





BLANK EXPRESSION 

7 ‘>, | am the proud owner 

\ of CPC 6128 and 
have bought the game 

m2” =F ootball Manager 2. 

But to run the expansion kit | need a 
blank formatted disk. | have looked all 
over but cannot find one. Can you 
help me? 





David Moreland 
Clough, Northern Island 


» Blank disks have been 
getting in shorter and 
resenil, so if you're 

siichia ts eat ald cla tonal, 
suggest you buy them through a mail 
order firm - check out the ads in AA to 
find a suitable supplier and the best 





prices. The type you need are Amstrad 


CF2 32-inch disks. 

Once you have the disk you will 
need to format it. This can be done 
with the Disckit CP/M utility that came 
with your machine. Put side one of the 


\CPM 
DISCKITS 


A menu bar will appear with options to 
Copy, Verify and Format. You want 
Format, so hit function key 4 on the 
numeric keypad. It will then ask you to 
ing function key 6. Press Y, insert your 
blank disk, and then tap a key. The 
drive will whirr for a minute or so and 
you'll be the proud owner of a freshly 


MY GREATEST 
TRIUMPH 

Ss Me and a friend are 
(e 0 planning to make a 
f variety of computer 

£ games for the 

heictrad CPC 464 and we are writing 
to ask you some small questions. We 
hope you'll be able to answer them. 
1. We want to make a word process- 
ing program called Data Office. We 
want people to be able to type letters, 





stones, jokes on it. How willl get the 
program so that they can type these 
things and print them? 

2. The program | am working on at 
the moment is called Commando Pig 
and involves zapping aliens and nin 
jas. How could | make it with good 
graphics fairly quickly? 

Tim Barry and James Gardner 
Triumph games, Leighton 


Just a couple of ‘small’ 
questions, eh? lim 
afraid the questions 
gel piesa can't be 





What you're going to have te de ts 
eit down and learn to program. This 
takes time, but with a little practice 
you'll be able to write your very own 
programs. 

It's best to start with BASIC - check 
out the tutorial in Type-ins where our 
old mate Jerry's new series takes you 
through the very basics of learning to 





To learn this requires a lot more time 
as it's far more complicated. The 
designed to help you if you want to 
have a crack at it. 

Basically, perseverance is the key. 
And | can't walt to see Commando Pig 
when you've finished it - there's some 
it sounds ace! 


COLOUR CONFUSION 
fe | wonder if you could 

e bit? | have a CPC 464 
with a green screen 


yg) ease my confusion a 
uke | would love a colour monitor 








but | can't afford one at the minute. 
ve been thinking about buying an 
MP1 modulator, but my confusion 
stems from one friend saying using 
my TV would be just the same as 
using a colour monitor, another 
advised me against it saying that it 
would be a waste of money — the TV 
picture would be rubbish. A third has 
told me there would be a slight differ: 
ence but nothing drasbe. 

Help! will you please give me your 
honest opmion as to whether it's 
worth spending my hard-earned cash 
on one? I'll be really grateful. 

Susan Atherton 
Cramlington, Northumberland 


Oh, all right, as you 
asked so nicely | will. 
Friend three has the 

© best advice - the pic- 
ture will be slightly worse than if you 
plugged it directly into a monitor, but 
rent. 

Besides, | assume you want colour 
mainly for playing games with. In 
which case you can plug in the modu- 
lator for a joystick-busting session and 
revert to the green screen for more 
serious work. My advice is go for it - 
games look infinitely better in colour 
in picture quality. 





SMELLS LIKE TEEN 


I'm looking for a pro- 
=| gram on disk that will 
/ make back-up copies 
of protected disks, 

show hidden files, make files mvsib!e, 
recover lost files, rename files and ur- 
protect files. Preferably, all this from 
one mam menu. 





[have been reading AA for ages 
and have seen some really tougn 
questions answered in Forum. Piease 
answer my questions as | am sure 
they would be no trouble for you. Ill 
be your greatest fant 
John Forth 
Ormskirk, Lancs 






After all that buttering 


up, how could | possibly 


refuse! OK, you can 
get up off your hands 
and knees now. 

A utility that makes back-up copies 
of protected disks? Now why would you 
want to do that, John? The only things 
protected like this, and I'm sure | don't 
have to remind you that copying com- 


THIS ISN'T A GAME 
Gareth Berry, who comes from 
Telford, has hac his computes 
for some time now, but thinks 
ts about time he pul t lo some 
aPC LS. LSE 

1 Soy CAC Pour of hve years 


and all that tune |we pat 


a 





Played games on i, [ve come to 
my senses and nealesed thal the compater's 
cuipatte of a bot more, but the thing i | 


: 
Cont know 2 thine abel Commuter Gine@un 


‘] a | z I iF = r 
l dont even know whet o Multtace « How 


a | fore 
can | lea more about my conpulet 


LGOuUt time too. (sareth! 


Crimes are wre lout Were 





IS 80 MLUCH Mote You Can 
do, and the best way to deo it is 
fo reac’ Dont juan resell Uhye- 
unes reviews in -l4, but have 
a took at (he more serious 
pieces as Well. fochnicel 
Forno is a pon! place to star, 
Hv reading other people's let- 
ters, even though the problems 
may net be ones that trouble 
YOU, YOU Can pick Ww a hot ol 
information. ve certainly bene 


hte<d trom it ancl heive learn 
louds that I didn’t Know betore. 

How ahi learming to write 
PMs OF VOUT Own? Sure 
they're not going to be of the 
sme standard of those you can 
buy in the shops, but even 
Wiling someting simple wr iL 
bring YOU a great sense of 
achievement. Take a look at 
Ihe GASH tutorkl inf pjpae-saix 
Isa real education 

There are plenty of pro 
grams that aren't games that 
YOU Can use OT) VU COMpPuULer, 
YCul can Craw eit (ures Woh orl 
packiges or Write letters with a 


Word) DroOce sch 





mercial games is illegal... the following: 

As for the rest, any decent disk 1. What is the best posibon for the 
utilities package will do the job. The DIP switches to be in on the printer! 
one | use, which does everything you 2. What exactly is a ‘Screen Dump’ 
want and a fair bit more, ls Nirvana and i$ there a program we can use lo 
from Goldmark Systems (7 0707 oroduce one’ if so, what is it? 
271529). 3. Inissue /& of Amstrad Acton, Jn 

Gleal tells ws how to underline head- 
mes etc in Min Office I. How do we 
enter this program into our computer? 
Do we do it before loading Mini Office 
Wor is tus done after loading the tape 
somenow? 
4, Are there any art programs avail 
able that can be used on the CPC 464 
(with just the standard 64K) and 
where can we get them irom 
What educational software is 


Fe | have bought an 
a ¢ Amstrad CPC 464 and 
~ _f a Seikosha SP-1900 
- printer tor the family 
We Know very, very litte about corm: 
puting but are Keen to learn more 
However, we are finding it dificult to 
pet information about a number of 2. 
problems. Could you please help with 


Ask 
Alex... 


Hello again, it's me, Alex van Damm, here to give a 









helping hand to those completely new to using their 
Amstrad, Don't worry if you think your question 
sounds daft — we all had to start somewhere — and I'll 
do my best to help, whatever the problem. 

Just one thing — keep those questions plain and 
simple (just like you Alex —Adam) (Oi, watch il, or 


you'll be getting a knuckle sandwich — Alex ), this sec- 


tion is for beginners only! Send your letters to: Ask 

Alex, Amstrad Action, Beauford Court, 30 Monmouth 

Street, Bath, Avon BAl 2BW 
By the wav, a Multilace is a “What is a O4K RAM pack, and 


little device that DLs inte the WHY GOES IV sii peed itt 





back of the ce TVA ues that can enaive fin to use a 


ea 


Ie used! to freeze the com 


puters memory and allow you l think [| Know what's 


to tinker around with the pro confusing vou! The 





Er ce wie, AAV id Ws | i | bien 


tUVel youve seen, | 
[Things YOu Can save games mid Datel Electronics, offers a 
wavy through and enter the mouse and the “v7 Studio draw 
Multifuce Pokes that appear in Ing POM was a packuge. You 


Cheat Mode, so its good for cont need a RAM expansion to 


cheats like me use the TiMise. hut War chee te 
view At Streit 
A KAM expansion acdds 


more memory to your machine 


it hates all i vi FL chee dle to Use 
Weir ld bine coe. have ruin 


you don't necessanly have to 


be pluving a gume to cdo so! SOmMc programs cannot hit in 


the O4K memory tliat your 
MEMORY OF A MOUSE 


Mirs POAT Miri from 


machine has and need extra to 


work. Plugging in a RAM 


Boumenouth is our next cAPnsion gives you ie extra 


reader in distress. Her son has You can buy a mouse that 


4.404 and would like to use a doesn't come with wire Sti ho 


mouse, but has rene that he and there m software that will 


would need a OK RAM pack to work witha mouse that doesn't 


use it. She'd like to Know the require extra memory. Look 


following: through the acs tor details 


there for five to seven year olds and 
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Bo you have a problem that may 
benefit from the help of some of our 
37,000-odd readers? Or maybe you're 
desperately in need of a piece of kit 
that you simply can’t find in the shops. 
On the other hand you could have 
oxpert knowledge that you're prepared 
to share with whoever phones you up 


(‘cos that’s the kind of guy,gal you are). 


if so, drop a line to Technical 

Helpline, preferably on a postcard or 
sealed-down envelope. Don't forget to 
include your phone number — sorry, 
we're unable to print addresses. Send 
your entry to: Technical Helpline, 
Publishing, 30 Monmouth 
Street, Bath, Aven BA] 2B W 


Has anyone got a copy of CP/M Plus 
Side 3 (DR LOGO and Help)? 
Barry. 0752? 661614 


Could anyone supply me with AAS oF a 


copy of the joystick splitter project? 
David, 081-876 9502 after 6pm 


| need a TV modulator for my 6128. | 


will pay for postage costs to Ireland. 


| Anthony, 010-353 46 28623 


Piease help! Has anyone got an old Qub 


m@ colour monitor or an old Amstrad 


colour one? Will swap for various items. 
Michael, 04865 2350 after school hours 


Wanted: Firmware guide for the 6128. 
Richard, 052/ 71452 


Wanted: A CPC 464 manual to buy. 
Mac, 0429 272449 


Wanted urgentiy: Any Amstrad 
464/664/6128. Colour or mono, Plus 
or CPC. Will pay up ta £70. 

Matthew, 0726 813084 


DDI-1 disk drive needed. Will pay £90. 


Must include manuals and system disks. 


Jethro, 08325 315 






Wanted: A 64K RAM expansion for my 
CPC464. Will make generous offer. 
William, 0896 831278 after 6pm 


Uni student requires any unwanted 
damaged,/Droken disk drives (any size). 
Will try to pay a small sum but can't 
promise. Would be grateful for help. 


§ Scott, 0475 35843 Sundays 14:30 pm 


Can anyone help me transfer Tasword 
464D on disk to my second drive? Also, 
does anyone have a 64K or 256K RAM 
pack going fairly cheap? 

simon, 0626 854339 
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aOR alps 


Just discovered the greatest thing for 
couldn't cope with? Whether you want to 
put the world to rights or are just plain 
greedy and fancy winning a tenner (we 
hand them out for the best tips printed in 
this section), send ‘em in to: Top Tips, 


FONT OF ALL 
KNOWLEDGE 

| ___s was very excited when | 

\UER! saw the selection of fonts 

Fi, on one of your cover- 
the tape pages that the new fonts 

| couldn't be used in Pagemaker. | sat 

| “This won't do!” 

After a bit of thinking | worked out 

| how! could merge the programs to pro- 

| duce an even better DTP prog. | thought 

| that fd share my discovery with the rest 

of the AA readers, Just follow these sim- 

ple instructions: 






When it asks, “Thin font Y,/N", press ESC 
and type RENUM 506. 

| 2. Find the tape with the FONT LOAD 

program on it and type MERGE **. 

| 3. Type EDIT 700 and delete the part 

| that starts SYMBOL AFTER 32... 

4. Save the whole lot to a fresh tape. 

Copy the next part of the Pagemaker 

- program to the same tape. 


* to print out using Pagemaker and a 464. 
: Create your page and press TAB 


twice. You'll get to another menu, Press 
 § for save (not V for save screen). Reset 


‘ Pagemaker. Choose a font and select 


~ fora filename, Load your page and It will 


print out. 


44 Thomas Faull 


| TOBORNOTTOB 
In the March issue of 





soi a 354s aren Gua apn 
due to the Multiface loading only the first 


22 file. then switching back to drive A. This 


Feyie 


w Citizen PN48 


£380 @ CITIZEN @ 0895 272621 


Printers, eh? Big, uely, noisy, smelly things. Well, 
maybe not smelly necessarily, but the others are gener- 
ally pretty true. Not so with Citizen's latest baby. 

‘Baby's’ the nght word — it's so small that your first 
reaction is to pick it up and cradle it in your arms and 
make ‘coochy, coochy, coo’ noises at it. (I worry about 
Adam W sometimes — Ed.). 

Get over these maternal instincts, though, and plug it 
into your computer, and youre ready to rol. Or could be. 
it depends, really, on whether you have a Plus or a CPC. 
Because of the small size of the printer, the whacking 
great Centronics interface has been replaced with an itsy 
bitsy connector instead. A special lead 1s supped to con- 
nect this to the computer, but is ended with a standard 
25-oin jobbie. The CPC, with it’s non-standard edge con- 
nector, won't hook up directly. You'd have to get a man 
(or woman — let's not be sexist here) in a shop to wre up 
a lead that converts the edge connector to the printer 
properly. Then again, the vast majority of pnnters cont 
come with a lead at all, but it could prove to be expensive 
as it's not an off-the-shelf item. 


Single sheets of paper are fed in through a slot at 
the back, It needs to be pushed in quite firmly, then the 
printer takes over and pulls it into the nght position. If you 
don't push it in firmly enough the pnnter sometimes gets 
tricked and starts to pull when it's not in properly, though 
this can be rectified by simply pulling it out and starting 
again — it doesn't do anything silly, like start to print, until 
you fit the “On Line’ button. 

And when it starts to print you'll be gobsmacked = the 
quality is simply superb. The perfectiy-formed characters 
are a match for the deadexpensive Laser Writers con- 
nected to AA's Apple Macs. Though not as speedy as 


: ele Tbasps = fe ou: , 
SI NES pres 


Fr = 
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B You won’t find a tinier printer than this any- 
where! It's barely wider than an A4 shoot. 


Tech Specs 


| Number of fonts ................ re ee Sicceiees 2 
| Member OF pplsts..........c0ccesecencessessceoceenesses 48 


LO Speed LOCHL .....:..cccccssseseseessssssee 53 cps 
vases 06 CPs 
..up to 360 dpi 

Parallel | 


LO Speed ZOCPH .........ccccrseeens 


Resolution ........-...-....sss.s..s. 








some printers, It moves at a fawly reasonable rate - cer- 
tainly a lot faster then most printers can manage in ther 
farinferior NLQ modes. 

The reason for the high quality output is the method 
of pont — instead of hammering pins against a ribbon, a 
process called ‘Nomimpact thermal fusion’ is used 
instead. The ink is heated and transferred to the paper as 
the print head makes a pass. The result is no dottiness, 
ust beautifully crisp characters. Its quiet too, without 
that noisy clattering that dot matrix printers make. 


The ribbon is encased in a cartridge that looks a little 
like an audio cassette. It's very easy to change — it's just 
like slapping a tape into your tape deck — but the Iife is 
limited —- 25 sheets of Ad for the single-pass cassettes 
and 100 sheets for the mult-pass cassettes [they can be 
tured over once you reach the end). At around £4 each 
it could prove to be expensive... 

There's no tractor feed mechanism, s0 its not the 
printer for you i you want to churn out reams of listings, 
but for top-quality business letters it'll impress no end. 

Being so small, the printer is extremely portable. It 
has 2 builtwn rechargeable battery, so should you happen 
to be on top of a mountain then the printer will function 
perfectly happily. You'd need a pretty long extension 
cable for the Amstrad, though. 

With not much change from £400 it's quite pricey, but 
compares fairty well with a lot of 24-pin printers. Whether 
it's right for you depends on the kind of use you're going 
to put it to. For posh letters, nothing can touch it at the 
price, 

If you're looking through listings of Type-ins for all the 
mistakes you've made, however, then you'd be better off 
with a cheapo dot-matrix printer instead. 
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TECHNICAL FORUM 3 


dence with a Swedish pen friend. up for themselves, the control 
Form Length: you can usually sequence to produce underlined text 
choose between a length of 11 or 12 ist 


P> what is the difference between Fun 
schools I, 2, 3 and 47 
We would all appreciate any help 


FTOptips 


you could give, inches. A4 paper is a foot long, so is because the Multiface saves every- 
P Grayson unless you've bought a job lot of This is a headlinet,27,65, thing (including whether drive A or B is 
Thetford, Norfolk paper from Dodgy Ron's paper prod- _t,87,05,2 being used) when a program is saved. If 
ucts you'll be happier with a 12-inch you want the Multiface to load all the 

You don't ask for much, do you P setting. 4. You need look no further than the files from drive B then, when saving the 
Grayson of Thetford, Norfolk? Lucky Slashed Zero: it's not clear why covertape sellotaped to the front of program, type in the filename beginning 
for you that I'm in such a generous computer folk decided to put lines this very issue. On it is a program it with ‘B:". You will notice that this will 
mood today. through their zeros. If you prefer called GPaint, which will work just limit the actual name of your program 
1. The DIP switches allow you to them without then switch this option fine with your 464 = what's more, it to five characters. 
configure your printer to work ina off. will print out too! Hf you really want a longer filename 
certain way as soon as it's switched © Line Spacing: determines the 5. For a full listing of educational then you could rename the first file (the 
on, rather than having to mess spacing between each line and there- software, get hold of a copy of the one with no number after it) in the nor- 
around with first sending control fore the number of lines that can be catalogue produced by Rickitt mal way, but leave the others well alone! 
codes to set it up. fitted on a page. Spacings can vary, Educational Media (%0460 57152), 

There is a certain degree of varie | but gaps of 1/8 inch and 1/6 inch which costs £1. The Fun School Tim McCarthy 
ation between printers and what their § are common. The greater the spac- range has been out for a few years Bagshot, Surrey 
switches do, but many of the most ing between lines the better and now, and the number that follows 
common options you'll come across more readable it tends to look, so simply means where it falls in the 
are: going for the larger of the two isn'ta _ title. Fun School 4 is the latest (and ADDRESS THE ISSUE 
Epsen Compatibility: the closest bad idea. the best] of the packages — check out | am pleased to enclose 
there is to a ‘standard’ in the way Charecter Pitch: the number of the review in Technical Forum last Ue. all the poke addresses 
printers work. Have this ‘on’, as most § characters that fit on a single line. issue. . and call addresses to 
software communicates with these Again, gappler text is easier to read, ~ enable second drive own- 
codes. but the environmentally-conscious : ers to transfer all the covertapes onto 
Avtomatic Line Feed: when this _will save paper by using a denser JOIN THE CUB drive B for the Amstrad Action cover- 
is ‘on’ a line feed is send every time pitch. They're given fancy names, a Ihave a CPC 6128 tapes up to issue 76. | wish to thank 
the printer encounters a carriage such as Pica (10 characters per inch) | and a 664, but only Philip Bowden for the outline of the pro- | 
return character. In other words, and condensed (17 characters per 7 one tas @ colour gram that appeared in AA72. 
every time the printer reaches the inch). y monitor. | have been The pokes in the program chenge 
end of a line it automatically These are the more common given an old Cub monitor, so can the default loading for the covertapes, 
advances the paper ready to start options that occur, your printer may YU tell me how to wire it so that it ot pau finn ketal program re toader’ or 
printing at the boginning of the next have others. Note that all of these ill work on the Amstrad CPC? something recognisable. Note that the 
line. Have this switched on, but if you can be overridden by sending control Also, | realise that I'll have to contents of only one covertape can be 
have problems with the printer leav- codes to the printor. In fact, a lot of power the keyboard separately, Am | sanredl cin noris 3S inch diel bosaued & 
ing large gape between each line software will set up the printer to its -"Bht in saying that | need to use a uses the same flenames. 
when printing out then witch this own particular liking, ignoring the DIP fve volt DC transformer with nega | 
option off. switch settings altogether. te on the centre of the lead? 18 ‘oovertape nuaber for reference 
NLQ Mode: most printers can print 2. Where were we? Ah, yes, a Q Hind 28 MEMORY A7ELE: ‘set nenory pointer 
in NLQ (Near-letter quality) or draft  Screon Dump produces a copy of ‘Reading, Berks 30 LOAD "NEU": /load nenu progran 
modes. NLQ is achieved by overprint- what's on the computer's screen on 48 POE 4834), 4C2: "poke address 
ing each line so that a more the printer. Most printing applications The easiest thing to SB CALL A8QEA:‘run the prograa | 
solid-looking row of characters is cre- send text to the printer, but suppose m™, do is gota cable = 
ated. Draft mode is more you've drawn a pretty picture that Wy made up for you. Amy This will convert the AA76's covertape ("7 
‘dotty’Jooking because the the indi- you want to put up on the kitchen competent electron. to load from drive B. Other addresses 
vidual imprints made by each of the wall? There's no in-built command to able to make ona, are as follow: ro 
printer's pins are more visible, butis | do this and so a screen dump pro- providing you supply them with the o 
a great deal faster because it doesn’t . gram will replicate the image on pin-out connections from both the Covertape Poke  Calladdress =| 
have to go back over each line. paper for you. As the computer works © CPC's and the monitor's manuals. AAGS &82FA 8 &8005 C 

Hf you produce a lot of output in colour and printers are generally Hf you no longer have the manual, AATO 2931F as0E8 re) 
that's just for your own use such as black and white, these programs then you're going to have to resort to AATI £832F  &80E8 r- 
program listings or shopping lists often use various patterns of dotsto =—«strial and error (unless some kindly AAT? £9320 &80DC ‘ 
then it’s probably for the best to stick represent the different colours. reader has the info and is prepared AA73 88353 &80FO = 
to Draft mode. Most word processors Most art programs will produce to send it to us). The RGB output from AA74 = &834D = BS0EA - 
will allow you to switch to NLQ when the screen dump for you, but you'll the CPC has nothing that's going to AA75 28328 88007 E 
i's necessary to send aletter offto  _—find screen dump programs in the hurt the monitor, and so it’s a case of 3 
the Poll Tax Office... public domain and we've printed a sitting down with a few hours to spare Substitute the POKE and CALL 
International Characters: a few in the Type-ins section In previ- trying the combinations of each pin addresses in lines 40 and 50 with the 
combination of several switches ous issues of AA, with the different connections. It'll be addresses for the covertape you want to _ 
selects the language the printer inter- 3. Enter the information directly into ‘time-consuming, but you should get transfer. In all instances the number to 
prets certain characters as. the document you want to produce there in the end. poke will be &C2 - this is the number 
Depending on the country you the effects in. When Mini Office Il As for the power supply, you'll that selects the second drive, 
choose, the printer will replace cer- | encounters the ‘*’ character, it will need one that can produce both 5 
tain characters with umlauts and convert the characters that follow volts (at 1.7 amps) and 12 volts (at David Pearson 
accents. English is the one you want, _—siinto control codes. As a reminder to 0.4 amps), otherwise the disk drive York 
unless you have regular correspon- those who can't be bothered to look it won't work, 
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IDEAL - STARTER PACKAGE, mu must sell 
Amstrad CPC6128 with colour monitor, 
manual and joystich pus 7O top games 
TMNT, F16 Combat Pilot, Terminator 2, 


| Final Fight). Excellent condthon £225 6.0.6 


Phone Alex (0604) 859153 


CPC4é4, green screen, 80+ games, 
Muttitace Two, joysticks. manuals, count: 
less AA's and AGUS with covertapes, cheat 


moda book, Other extras, al oxcelent con- 
dfion, Sare an E200 o.n.o, Andrew, Giss 
(0452) Ste marry tiers 


AMSTRAD 6128 COMPUTER STACK 
SYSTEM consisting of colour monitor TV 
modulator, radio alarm, 40 digk and cas- 
soto games plc Mini Office 2, tape 
recorder with leads, (300 6.0. Bary 
(0734) 690682 


AMSTRAD CPC61IZ8 colour monitor, 
stereo sound, disk drive. tape deck, mouse, 
lghigun,  bphipen, Slomo, Amednmum, 
Améirad Action magazines. All manuals 
£500 of software. Bargain ony £350 o.n.0. 
Cea oh Cd al, 


CPCs64 COLOUR MONITOR, disk drive 4 
disks, joysiick, AMX mouse, over £500 of 


| games inciding Hobbit, Lord of the Rings, 


| working order, user manual included 
| O. hee a collects. Phone Stevo (0760) 


worth £1000 will acco] i FS00 or. 
Telephone Joyoe (0243) FESO) 1 evenings. 


CPC364 MONO, 61278 FROM imernally fi- 
tod, ODl-1. OMP2000, Multface Il, 
Romboard. Eprom programmer, Protest, 
Qualitas, £1504 of games, AA 1, 2, 5, 7, 5, 
18 to 76, all oxcediont condition, £350 o.n.c. 
Tel: Paul (0742) 424458, 


CPecéiz8 COLOUR MONITOR and 
CPCGE4 green soroen, Multtace i, data- 
corder, joysticks, maruals. most issues AA, 
ACU, CWTA serious Utilities, £1000 games, 
excelent condition £500. Ring anytime 
lpawnich (0479) 713215. 


AMSTRAD 6128K colbur monger, key- 
board, Gisk drive «+ cassetia piayor, 60+ 
Ree including Wir pheorag Turtles, 
ht Breed, etc. Bargain at £100 Tet: 
5) BS leet 
aes FOR SALE 30 Construction Kit, 
Prince of Persia, F16, 30 Terns, avd more 
for under £10 each (lame and dak | phone 
(0454) 259425 ask for Nigel 
CPC 6128 and colour morior, Multilace Il, 
at ee 5 JO¥SDCH, Over Teo games 
(Lape ciaics) im 
340 





Classification. Tick box: 


7h = = B 7 


lal For sale 


CPC6128 TY MODULATOR cotour monitor, 
mateteng clock radio, AMX mouse, Genus 





POUSe, jOY SOCK, mcany tapes and 
craks, many £71 00"s ings Wilner, 
bargain E300. Tel: (0207) S21071 


AMSTRAD CPC6128 COMPUTER with 
colour morwion joysiick, casselte player, 
many disk and tape games, Ar Studio, 
Mune system, manuals, ines, Pawn, 
al condition, £250. Ban (OBS) 
51, Rainham, Kent 


rons MONO with disk drive and 
OMP2000 col matroa printer AMX Ar and 
Busines Packoae: once of ouruee ab tor 

5. o! games all for 
€400. Contact Danke! on (O604) 47136 


CPC612Z8 green streen 3.5° ack deve wih 


ROMDOS AOMbox RDS arinier | MPe 
necdudavtor, data recorder. 


Sher and 
Pony (0237) 475 software, £400 the lot or Te 
0237) 475727. cp 


rr 464 plus colowr monitor, joypad, 
oo inc » Pang and Sw ue 

eek ® software, full price and budget, 
Pls: aera ncul ance up to 1994, F555. 
ol: (0823) 278878 James ater Gom please 


CPC464 geen monitor + TV modulator, 
avound 60 gangs, Oya, maura, a ee 
AA magazines, worth over £500 will sell tor 
only £189 Telephone Chris (0603) 700553 
ajter Sor weelkrays 


CPC464 colour monitor, joystick, savonty 
— mages F150. Tel: Chrks (O8s4) 









CPC6126 colour monitor, inn lo 
AMX mouse, Max a 

41 deks iniouding Stop | Demat ae eae tal 
Agvancod Art 

Many Gare, Pour Sage) ate, 17 es 5, 
books, 70+ mags inc Adé-41, dust covers, 
ote, £350. Chns (0235) 636618. 


AMSTRAD ACTION MAGAZINES 3, 5, 7, 
onwards to no. 78, af in binders. ot ee 
froo AA tapes. £50 ono. CPC464 
program. books worth £27 only E10. Ta: 
Anne on Peterborough (0733) 210184. 


AMSTRAD CPC6128 colour monitor, 30+ 
games, dust covers, 504 AA's, Joystick. 
Mana, Cassette fectiter + 
machine code manual, gucelent saree 
computer, Call Agnes £275 (0256) BOd 
afer 7pm. 

CPC444, green monitor, modulator, £100 of 
software: including Kick Of 2, Bart Srripscan, 
Nornh and South, joysticks, AA s, 
cheats, worth £169. Sell for E125 o.n.o!!! 
Tel: Ban (0702) 547584 aher 40pm 


CPCGIZ8, colour monmor, hundreds cl 


LJ Wanted 








—S ee SS 


| 
| 


genes, Gens, cagsellas, ysiCk, 

manual, magazines, AAG4-7/, imanioe cis! disk 

— nm E200 o.n.o. Phone Sue 859 6066. 
Nica. 


CPCE128 excellent condition, colour moni 
tor, fewerse modulaior and over £2700 of 
recent rleaget, aso includes Multface I! 
and Cruiteor joystick. Bargain at onky E300 
o.n.o. Telephone: Bary on 061 0s30 
after Sor 

525° SECOND DISK DRIVE with RAM. 
DOS and ?-in-1 software, CPM io MSDOS 
Me transfer £100. Lots of software incising 
educational for sale. Ring Jon afer 7pm 
(0234) 8541 if. 

CPCI COMPUTER, colour monitor, pl 
brand now extemal disk dmvof! Excotlent 
condition, sel for £250. Contact Naveen 
(0924) B9097S afer 50m. 


464 PLUS, colour monitor, games include 
Switchblade, Pang, Navy Seals, Smash TV, 
Tz, Fi6é Combet, 1 year old, E250 0.1.0 
Tet Steven after 4om on 061-664 7279, 


AMSTRAD CPCH1278 colour monfor with 

coe Garmes inci Gunehio, 21 ongmnais, 

ie yitentay ys rarer three blank 
user group in 

oo Sad ase Pe Te 


(eee 


AMSTAAD RS232C serial interface £40 
o.n.o. Som 968 Finnware £20 0.7.0. Tooldt 
ee ce age ry aid £10, lankey Crash 


Course £12. Devpak80 version ? 
E25. Tel: Typrg £12. Devpaidd version 
AMSTRAD 464 + green scree + modulator 


+ CICK Grivea + 3 Oyaticks « 29 Qarwes tapes 
Of dock, 50 froa disks with 


* Wak COM 
this setup. spiiting, no offers £300. Call 
Ceres (04277) 61 A complete set up 


PTL 

CO C6128, excelent condmon, colour more- 
for, tape fecorter games, manual, AA's 
ence isaue 6/7 except 74 plug pigs 
F250 for all: quick sila. Tet Coin (0 
BGO87S afte dom anyime, weekends. 


AMSTRAD COLOUR CPC464 X 2, MP! 
TY modulator colour x 1, Joysticks x 2. 
manual» 1. Loads of games, green screen 
« 1. Immaculate condmon, Wordprocessing 

Protest, Mini Offee 2. box sets e190. 
Telephone: Frans (0666) 823648 anytime, 


Mal rrasOu ry. 

AMSTRAD 4644, colas monitor, &K 

iol By epaneon, joyetck, paddle con- 
170 worth of ‘aro, ots of maga- 


mines, sell for [900 ono. Phone David 
(0206) 323024 between 6pm and Spm 
CPC464 WITH COLOUR MONITOR, 
Lipstik, joystick and over one hundred 

TV modulsior and user book 
195. Cail Andy on (0634) 666638 
‘Mec ay) 


CPC6128 COLOUR MONITOR, excellent 
condition, Pro oo tion joystick, mouse, 
nwtace, Av ] Ant Stucto, printer ead, 
dus! covers. [200+ games, disk and cas- 
sete, users instructions, programing 
books E275 ono. Tal: Aichard (0283) 
F404 19. 

CPC4i4 KEYBOARD, ODI-1 


hemnneare 


i?) and disk, sersinle offers for anvtting. 
Dave 081-4524 7655 ater Som 








Rc eee st ak 


CPC8128 COLOUR tape recorge. joystick, 


over £300 of software including : La 
2, Mini Office, Emotion. 3D Chess, Demons 
and Drivers, Champions Dragons of Flame, 
B= stapes, £250 0.uLo. Phorm 
ave ( 73) 733068 


5100 [ ouR cluding “Fe ny 
+ Of games mg 
Continental Grows, atc. All AA's from sue 
4? excelent conciton, uted, £150 
6.7.0, Phone Keath (0628) 23 


CPC464 PLUS, colour: momtor, iain: kes 
Sick, SO+ garnes., algo MP2 modulator, 
1891-92 ful set AA magazines, as new, 
bowed, hardy used £ 
Sudoury (0787) T5495, 
464 PLUS COLOUR MONITOR, DOC! cisk 
crive, —— arg TV converter, joy- 
sticks. Protext dicks, many orginal games, 
cassette & disk, ideal tor fon or office 
£325. Telephone (0903) 244402 after Gom. 


COMPLETE CPC464 SYSTEMI!! For only 
F300 includes comouler, monifor, printer, 
desk'l « loads of extras. For more details 
call Androw (C256) 470015 evenings. 





MEMORY EXPANSION 256K for uso with 
CPC6128. ns ay paid. Also wanted a 
aon neat disk flog. Tal: (0443) 


GAMES COMPILATION “Soccer 


Mania” wanted on disk. Good price 
paid. Tel: Alan on (0282) 59672. 


TV MPi MODULATOR for CPC464. Phone 
Barry (0582) 59957! days (0582) 502464 


TV MODULATOR for CPC4E4. Tal: Colin 
after Gon before 7.30pm on 681-859 4496 
or Sunday before Tlam. 

WANTED: Dart Scanner, 
Frommer Sreeare), E 


Microstuter 





AOK FANZINE with PD paces. features, 
istings, advice, programing, adventure 
and more. 36 A4 sidos, £1. Choques made 
to: AOH please, 155 Hashocks 
Geen Road Sheiey Solihull West 
Midlands, 890 2LG 

CPC/ST AMIGA FANZINE called INPUT, 
covers everything from serous software to 
Pubte Domain, to got issue two cond £1.25 
+ 7Sp for pap to: Sean Stona. 1 Lirsvale 
Dreve, Frome. Somerset, BA11 76P 
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Write de advertisement here, one word per = Include your name and phone number if you want them 
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million viewers - and we've never heard of It! 
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@ Oh leok, someone's dropped @ Hero's o room full of post- | most 
a mouldy fried ogg. boxes and burning curtains. reem of the lot. 





there's some chutes to Shoot up Imagine walling through the 


The second level is a 2D shoc same ten badiy-drawn rooms over 





second rate Flintstones in Space, the 


everybody's favourite 


letsons, in Htlec’s latest Hanna amup section, and theres three and over agam jor the rest ol 
barbed pcence, veisons — ine com winer levels. Uniortunately, no-one s ié. how you tO Can expenence ff 


ever seen them. The first level iS SO 8=©pam and Suilermg of purgatory 
Wesome ano tricky, YOU Will be Gnven out even leaving vour beocroom 


putor game. This game is born of a 
world inhabited by crap graphics, poo- 
poor playability and misspellings of 
computer on cisk labels 

Yep, you guessed right, this is 
another of those hatchet joos we go in 
for every now and then. Let's start by 
savaging the plot: George Jetsor 
wants some time off work to go for a 


jespar. Let's ask some of Future There was a rumour buzzing 
rubeshing $s most expenenced games round the office here last ween (we 
payers how hey Tareo think James Leach started i) that tre 
"i's so crap. No-one mn the office Hi-Tec staff were being held hostage 
got past the first level.” Linda Barker i ther snemeld otice by a mad gu 
four Swclar man. nthe event TS humour Turned 
"Wel, | think = zrrrzriz772 ut to be false. The other rumour cur 
Stuart Campbell, Anvga Power rently Gurzng round the office, that 
iné plot. savage, Savage, Savage ‘Half an hour with ths game & Jetsons & @ Creag pane on a 
The first level is a boring walk-en ! sib to put you oT the nauseabng aching, iS 2 wodle jot more Oeley 
up in which wigs nas to collect EB And here’s «@ chair ond an unch of space age gets for ife.” Ned able. if this was a Eurovision Song 
three items, at east one of which you upside-down bollard. Sigh. Wes t Sega Power Jontest entry, it would get “nui 
will never find even f u play unt! Sat ae - points” (largely because its not a 
VOUVE @Ot @ Die wile beard growing gist ae DAY TARGET SCORE | Song, OUT YOU KNOW Whar We Mean 


down to the floor (women too). You 


fail through the floor a lot: Dh; and Play it for a day? You be joking... Adam Peles 


oicnic with his family. Er, and. that's 








ls that George jetson or a painted plank of Tedious walking around a small but tedious 
wood? opening level... 


Game show music that will turn vicara into Which no-one hat ever got off (difficult, 
crazed Killors> borring, repetitive, etc). 
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Lhadn’t heard of 

either. You get a | 
eo for your money, bu 
lo bit cute... and a 


ugh for my liking." 





FIRST DAY TARGET SCORE 
Finish the first level 
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Our SONY 3.5" disk drives are fully compatible with the CPC range of 
computers and will format to 178K. With the addition of Ramdos or 


Romdos, they will format to 800K! 
i (UNLIKE ALL OTHER DISK DRIVES ON THE MARKET, OU 


SUPERIOR DISK DRIVES DO NOT NEED ANY MANUAL| 





SIDE SELEGT OWITCHES.. 


Disk Drive complete with free) 
disk utility software £69.99 +|/| Se Tacs ries 
£4.00 postage and packing. utility software only £99.99 















@® 10 Blank 3.5" disks only £10.00 
@® Ramdos only £9.99 

@ Aomdos only £19.99 

@® Rombox only £24.99 


the 464/464 Pius now in stoc 


gett Order yours NOW. 
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lorder a MULTIFACE 2 for CPC 464/6128 CL) evres £34.95 or for CPC +0 cases £34.95 
RODOS Ceres £14.95 RODOS XTRAD coos £4.95 INSIDER CO) e+ £7.95 
l enclose a cheque/PO/cash for £.. 





PM IT a nin cts cananntnanuchcundieacdveunadelsewinecescsuetecsrc 


The above reduced p 


IDisk Drive complete with 
| |Romdos, 6 socket ROM box and| 


| /£5.00 for postage and packing. 


Fears 


ae 
MAE 


a No w HALF-PRICE for ‘ust. 7. 95 | Z 





Features:- 

@ Very quiet 

® Slimline Design 

@® Sleek, high quality metal 
casing. 
Suits CPC6128 & 464 
(464 owners must have 
a DDI1 3" disk drive first). 
External power supply 
On/Off switch 
Simple to connect, full 
instructions included. 
12 month guarantee 


R| 


+ 


k. 


Available now £159.99. Only a few 


TELEPHONE: - 


+e 


Do vou eed to Kiow what 
happomus ANY TIME INSIDE 
a RUNNING CPC progranr? 
Get INSIDE INFORMATION! 
install INSIDER into MIULTIFACE. RUN 
a oroaram, lel Muluface FREEZE il anc ; 
the INSIDER tell you everything: it will ie 
find text or code. & 


vy alter RAM and the ZB0 rec 


a RS 


a sent : Pca ae" 
eeeecne 


Pa | 7 F va 413 i j 
sa SsSerivie 


ss ly 


Vi 
Pm oe 


ip to printer. All this & more | 
Invaluable tool for machine code us i 
Unique ¢ de- -bugaing evelopment aid a 


Fees 


PLUS P&P per item: UK / Europe £2 Overseas £3. 


rices apply to MAIL ORDERS received by 1,6,1992, 
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There aro three different ways to deal with on-rushing beddies... 
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FIRST DAY TARGET SCORE 
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jump or climb. What de we de? 
enter the sewers. 

trickler. Landing on a 

yellow patch wil 
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We roally, truly can't belleve how good this 
looks = best CPC graphics ever! head-first (without a bathing cap). 


Mega funky swing-a-ong tune, with jingles You'll finish the game eventually, but youll 
instead of affects. Brill have got your money's worth 
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It's been over 18 months since the Amstrad Plus and GX4000 were unleashed on an 


Mmaivsis ft 


den’ 


unsuspecting public. 12 games were supposed to be available as the machine hit the 
streets. Many more were promised for the months to come. But the machines 






flopped. Was it because the software was crap... or because you couldn't get it? ROD 
LAWTON checks out all those cartridge games and reaches a conclusion... 
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OCEAN + (SUPPLIED WITH MACHINE) OCEAN « £24.59 





This is the game every Plus/GX4000 A console version of the hit tape/disk We gave this a masse 92% o7 Brian A giant, 155-screen, platform 
owner has got. It's a greatiooking pame reeased a jew months belore fape/€ ism De AA@4, but that was exploration game, with lots of ene- 
racing game that’s nevertheless a bit We didn't think there was enough that 1989 Graphics. have come a long mies, lots of objects to collect and 
Slugeish and a bit thin on long-term was new to warrant the hiked car | ay sinc hen, | ut Barb: jan # some pretty hectic acthon, Terrific, 
interest. Brdliant crash sequence. ridge price, thoug! hasnt. it Oks just the same on cart : detailed graphics, too. 
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OCEAN * £24.99 DOMARK * £24.99 US GOLD * £24.99 NOT AVAILABLE IN 
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One of Ocean's consistently good film Brilliant puzzle game where you have =A collection of four sporting event: 1st glimpse 
licences, The flim flopped, but the to form patterns from coloured skiing, surfing, clifi<dving and b he launch of tt 

game was great. Several levels of blocks. The thing is, it was just as nz. Not much depth, but superb © looks like a pretty ro 
platform shooting, collecting and good on tape/disk - and about half graphics, thanks to clever console kick-emup. Not  muc 
juUmMpINg, and tough enough to last. the price! ororrammine advanced console graph 
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SMGiystis 


| S | SAMSTR 


UB! SOFT « £24.99 TITUS * £29.99 OCEAN « £24 99 


| S great, bul the gameplay | Not much difference between this and A pretty good driving/racing game A. brilliantly simple yet addictive 
id very tedious. Ba y ju the rather good tape/arsk version - when it first came out in ‘89, but it's arcade game for one or two players 
Meco PEHOOKINg SeqL except superbly detailed sprites, the same old story on the cart. Not For each bouncing bubble you burst 


wed tog ‘ thanks to the extra hardware. enough of an improvement for the yOu Create two smaller ones. Une o! 
he fame Probably the bestlooking tennis sim. extra cost of the game. the best cart games around 
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Dick Tracy 


TITUS * £29.99 


Hopes were hen for this fim tes, 
but the realty was a goodioonme But 
nutterably tedious plod that had us 


Wi reaching for the Off switch. One 


the Wor st i. ar Roles 





Fire & Forget Il 

We gave this game 94% back in 
AAbdI. We must have been mad. The 
graphics are nice, but the gameplay 
is dul aS anyiimg. You just dmve 





Besides its movie licences, Ocean 
also does some excellent puzzle 
games. This one is merely OK. Chuck 
coloured blocks around within a time 
mut to stay awake (er, alive). 


FRO 2P PTS 





Pinball Magic 
LORICIEL = £274 69 

Yet another game fwst out on 
tape/disk! However, this iS a. corker 
on cart. Trouble is, it was a corker 
already. Never mind, its stil excellent 
Pinball fun 





OCEAN = £74.95 


The game follows Ocean's standard 
formula of scenes from a film con: 
verted to levels in a game... but it's 
yet another superb release. Tough, 
but excellent plattorm fun. 





Gezza Il 
EMPIRE » £24.95 


Not much Oy way of rules. but mcrece 
ble two-player fun. Arguably the be 


=a 
footie game ever seen on the 
Amstrad, with ultrafast endto-end 


action aa ihe Wa. 


Chase HQ 


OCEAN « £74.99 





The cart version of the ever-so-good 
car dming game first out on 
tape/disk. We stil haven't got a 
ghmpse of it, though, but the onginal 
was great 


Tennis Cup 2 
LORICIEL * £24.99 


We seemed to go through a glut of 
lems games a couple of years ago. 
This one is good, but Pro Tennis Tour 
still has the edge, Still good one or 
two-player tun, though. 





4 a ee ys ee - + 
we ee a Lt oy 
a pe "4 Tage * = aoe 


Ee A “ ail ‘ hi | = 5 - 
& d > i “ie ‘a i a 
En ee 


TE INIS 


aI 























® a 


But where can 
you get them? 


Dear oh dear, there was a great 
fanfare when the new machines were 
launched = at least a dozen triles 
available straight away, and loads 
a aan more in progress from all the major 

- — | Some chance. Carts trickled out in 
handfuls, weeks late, and were hard to 
find in the shops. And the software 
houses were being canny. Few of them 
took the chance on developing new 
games for the cartridge format. 
instead, they hedged their bets by 
converting existing tities. 

It's not surprising nobody bought 
the machines - you couldnt get the 
games, and when you could they were 
just old stuff but £10-15 more expen- 
sive’ Hardly stuff to stir the blood. 

Now, eighteen months on, the car- 
tridge format is dead as a dodo. So 
what do you do if you've got a cart 
machine and you want some of these 
games’ You won't see them in the 
shops, but you might see them on 
offer from some of Amstrad Action’s 
mail order suppliers. 

Your best bet, though, is to give 
the games publishers a ring. if they 
can't tell you where to buy a game, 
they might be able to sell you one 
direct. We reckon there must be thou- 
sands of unsold cart games out there 
- somewhere. 


dap 
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A pretty routine kick-em-up game, but 

is well done with nice graphics and 
good gameplay. HOWEVER, it's yet JJ 
another re-release of a game that first * 
came out on tape/disk, 


> Us 
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Op Thunderbolt 


OCEAN £24.99 


Grr... yet another cart game lifted 
from a tape/disk original. This 1s the 
\very goog) Sequel to ihe very good 
Operation Wolf. We expected some — 
thing better on the cart, though. 


: Yidop-Ul Ss: 
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Panza Kick Boxing 
LORICIEL « £24.99 





1 ered ita SISAJDUB awpbp 


It looks very pretty, but the gameplay 
6S pretty standard kick-em-up fare. 
You fight another bloke in pyjama bot 
toms in a boxme (kicking!) ning wile 
the spectators look on. 


Numbers te call 












Loriciel 010 3314 752 1133 (France) 
Ocean 061 832 6633 
Palace,/Titus O71 278 O751 
Gramiin O742 753423 
Domark 081 7380 2222 
US Gold O21 356 3388 
Infogrames O71 738 68199 
Ubi Soft 0252 860299 
Empire 02768 541126 
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Requests, please! 

Copter 271 
LORICIEL » (PRICE TO BE ANNOUNCED) We want to know how many of you 
readers are keen to get hold of car- 
tridge games, and which ones. If we 
ee A i 
promises, mind) be able to do a deal 
with a software house not only to get 
the games, but get them cheaper, 
2end your requests to: 

Cartridge Requests, 

Amstrad Action, 

Beauford Court, 
30 Monmovth Street, 
Bath, 
Avon BAT 2BW 


Weve been promused this for ages 
but were sbi waiting. Its an arporme | 
shoot-em-up that looks truly terntic - 
but we'll just have to wait and see (if 
it's ever released). 
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(DUD DLUIND Urge 


Or telephone with Access or Visa debit 
and credit cards on: 


0462 - 481166 


Overseas Customors: wite for quotation | 
Educational Bodies, Local Authorities, Govt. | 
Departments: send written order 
FAX US ON 0462 670301 


HOW TO ORDER: 
All prices include VAT & delivery 
Send cheques or postal orders mace payable to: 
MJC SUPPLIES (AA) 
Unit 2, The Arches, Icknield Way, 
Letchworth, Herts, SG6 LUJ 


COMPUTER 


RY OS id af AE RS 


Suppliers of Discount Soflivare since 1984 





PRINTERS 


All pees include cable, nbbon, VAT. postage | 
& packing, Courner sernce avaiable, add £5 


SERIOUS DISKS EDUCATIONAL DISKS 


CF2 DISKS 


Arnor's excellent print enhancer - 
must for all Protext us ers inot CPM) 


PT GIID aca acess hah Gaksiastrianvecceveess 16.95 | 
Prospell.. adevenatoridee keke 
Promengeé....... veces b 95 
Matrix * preadsheet Pius... 0.29.95 
Qualitas Plus V2... ove 4.95 
ftas Font Library .. 11.95 
asterfile 3 (database)... 249.95 





DESKTOP 
PUBLISHING 
STOP PRESS SOFTWARE 
A superb page layout program 
@lowing ted and graphics to be 
printed on the same page. Contains a 
number of text fonts & clip art. Create 


leaflets, posters etc. (CPCH128 or 6128+) 
MJC PRICE £34.95 


| Mastercale 128 (Spreadsheet! 25.95 


lated 


we LET'S GET SERIOUS we | 
SO Eee 
OURDUMP 3 


| | A month 
| This 


After a lot of feedback on Cobre 2, | 
we oe my ee ee ee fhe atest 
STOP PRESS & AMX MOUSE ere oes ¢  heuaes Ste 
As above but & supphed complete wath the | ic: ie Mo aa 
AMX mouse making the program easier and “proved ue with Advanced ht 
Caacher to use. on Wil automate aly read in patetie | 
5 | and sel coreen mode (0 engure 
MIC PRICE £64.95 | page is the Same OS your screen. Uses 
EXTRA! EXTRA! 


| compressed oF \ncomeressec | es 
Two disks of extra fonts and clip art maison x9 emia image, alee orm ok : 
for use with Stop Press. 
PRICE £14.95 


at re oe Yeccmns LScmis over 
= or doubee chensity, 

*» + SPECIAL OFFERS » » 

STOP PRESS SOFTWARE PLUS 


Lice Multiface screens. A comersion 
EXTRA! EXTRA! 
ONLY £44.95 
OR 
STOP PRESS & EXTRA EXTRA 
PLUS 


AMX MOUSE AND INTERFACE 
£74.95 


24 pin printer scraen dump... 
Stockmarket (share analysis) ... 
Micreay ef (hore accounts) ... 
| hurvona cbsk Oper .. ie 
apes WZ. ceases 
1 Sortes Alive ( ‘omnpiber 
axam Assembler... 
Mini Office 2 
Advanced Art Studio (1 28K). 
Advanced Art Studio & AMX mouse 49. 95 | 


| 3D CONSTRUCTION KIT (6128) ! 
| MIC PRICE £19.' ‘ 
GAMES DISKS 
eee, ' 
Capcom Cofecbon ... 
james Broncd COBRCHON ooo cccesceseeses 


[Hanna Barbera Comection........0. + 
Max Pack... 


hoe Premvere Collection... inet 
SOC Cf Stars eee at 





CPC AMX MICE & INTERFACE | 
We nowhave CPC mice and 
intortaces Back In stock. 
CPC MOUSE & INTERFACE £34.95 | 
(Pius owners please call) 


RIBBONS 





Printer 


DMP 2000/9000 wo ..c0d 0... 
Panasonic AXP 1081/1180 3.95... 

Citren LAOM............03.9)... 

Star LC 10 Mono 95 

Star LCP410 495 

Panasonic AAP 1124 3,95.. 

Star LC 10 Cobow’.....5.95.1 
Star LC200 Mono ......5.50.10,00....- 
Star LO200 Cotowr ...10,95.19.95 
Star LOA4-200 Mano..4.95 9.00 


FS Set 


Xe 
| |Citizen 120-D Mono .....6.95 ..13.00] | 
| Panasonic 1081/1180 Mono .7.95 ..15.00] | 
star LU-10 Mono........ 6.95 ..13.00) | 
Star LC-10 Colour......11.95 ..23.00] 


ee ee | = eee 


ciate hth taut tote fusfate testactatna 


COURIER DELIVERY 
Avallable on any order. 
Prices start at £3.00 

please ask for further details. 
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) WAP Wirevstiermarnia , 
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Sat ae a tah tae 


ala Era Ta 


fled - 25 OF ihe Re piaed 


DAT 64K Mennory Fauna sac 464 


| NEW 6128+ key/monitor ext leads....... 


| 4464/6128 plus dust covers ... 
Cec hero 2 Tu SYS CM oo cee secenseienns 


| topstar Fao pagan 


) At Last Plus .. 
| Risott Pascal ane | 


For more pon on the educational | 


Leam to Read with Prof (age 4-9) 
Part 1: rot Plays 
A New Game.............14.95 
Part 2: Prof Looks at Words........14.95 
Sesame Street 
Letters for You (2-5)... woh LO 
LCL Primary Maths (3-12). 19.95 
LOL Micro Maths (1 1-GCSE)......19.95 
LCL Micro Engbsh (8-GCSE) ...... 19.95 
LCl Mega Maths (A-Level 19.95 


KEYS TO PLEASE 


Young children don't uncersian) es bets 

Mi L ae i 

a set of laminated eons Ee $ chers showing 

lower & upper case 

Keys To Please £3.95 

or £2.95 if ordered with other te 
French Mistress | 2 fo adv... 

German Master [27 to adult. 

spanish Tutor 12 to adult... ] 

Htalian Tutor 12 to adult........... mit 
Junior Quiz (6-1 Lyra) 


Answerback 
1500 eneral knowledge questions ..1 0. 


Facthtes (require Answerback ba 
Arithmetic (6 to 11 years)... 
Ben Ooh (6 to 1] years).. 

PLE R SOFTWARE — 
Four programs per package 
Picture Book (2-5yrs). ee & 
Money Matters (2-1 lyrsi sisceestad es 
Target Maths (6-1 3yrs)... 


Fun School 1 10 programs perc | 
For 2 to 5 years... Pe) 
For 5 to 7 years es 5 
For 8 to le years... 6.95 

Fun School 2 $ programs per disk 
For 2 to 6 years... 
For 6 to & years. 
For 8 to | 


_ ua 


RRR RRS 


For 7 tol years. said inliagi 
INEW Fun School 4 6 programe per ¢ 
| Rind Lcd blag 

For 5 to 7 years... 
| For 7 to li years... 


4 





ACCESSORIES 


Multiface 2 Plus (tor CPC) oot, 95 
Mutitace 2 Pius (Pius mocels.,..........42,95 
8 rt printer Port (VC. MR) ie ieseeserend OD 
CPC to parailel printer wad 
CAC Pius to parallel ead... 
454 beyboardnonitior ext levels 
6128 keyboard-monrtor ext lead.......... 
i 
FO) Oreck Drive Load (664/6128)......... 
AA 6) 28 ye 
Cus! Comers... 

meee =! = 
ipease state exact machine - col/mone) 
ASS 

19.95 


Comaettion Pro 4000 





CPM BASED 
39.95 


Supercale 2 
M3 95 
Hisoht C ‘ompiler.... sey eb. 95 
lankey Crash course Wp... wth.90 


lankey Two Fingers Typing ....... 18. 99 | 


eae 


79.95 | 


9.95 | 
6.95 | 
7,95 | 
B95 | 


7.95 | 


7.95 | 


vines eh D5 | 
"82.95 | 


FEEL FREE TO CALL FOR ADVICE | 


CITIZEN 1270-D PLUS 
A cheap Epgon Fx ¢ bo, with a range 
Of text styles and sizes in draft mode, 
imited n Near Letter Quality 
39.95 


STAR LC-20 
Stars new replacement for the oopular 
LO-1U 6 sure to be 3 nner 


£169.95 


PANASONIC KXP-1170 
Replacement for the very pocular 
FAP-1 180. Stil Offers 4 NLO fonts, and | 
fast orinting., ryt good quatty text for a | 
printer, 
£159. 95 


STAR LC-200 
The tates! colow printer from Star. Mot onky 
very fast but offers new paper handing ton 


toes. Best value for money. ME: Printing 
eer | ares ree Ante coiltware 
ave Call before ordering, 
£719.95 


24 PIN PRINTERS 
When orning graptics from 24 pin 
printers resuits will be cistorted 
without some extra software, 
Pease cal before ordering. 


STAR LG24-10 
Excellent value budget 24-pin printer 
offering 5 letter quality fonts, and additional 
eHects such as quad size, ovtine and shadow. 
£209.95 


PANASONIC KXP-1123 
Panasonic's entry level 74-on, giving a 
naltter pret Quality than ante Star modes, but 
wih 4 LQ fonts and fewer effects 
£219.95 


STAR LC24-200 
The replacement for the pooular LC 24-10, 
with the same § letter quality fonts, 
shadow and outline effects, Much quicker 
than the 24-10 and has morcved paper 
handing 


£259.95 _ 
PANASONIC KXP-1124i 
Replacement for the excefent 1174, offering 
excellent text quality, build qualty, papar 
handing and control panel, Now offers 
shadow & outiine effects, / LQ fonts and a 
new super LO) font 


COLOURDUMP 2 


This program prints Advanced Art Studio 
Files in up to 16 colours on the Star LC- 
200 Colour printer or compatible 
COLOURDUMP 2? £12.95 

















— School 2 (7-6) 


Fun School 2 (6-8) 

Fun Secbeool 2 Cover By ascesceee 
Fun School 3 (2-5) 

Fun Sac ce 3 {5 I) eee eee 
Fun School 3 (over 7) .., 


 Protext 464... 
| Tasword 
Advanced Art Studio (1 2BK) 
| Advanced Art Studio 
& AMX MOuUSe .. 














No game is safe from Amstrad Action’s Cheat Mode section! Phil Howard 
sorts through another mailbag packed with game hints, tips and solu- 
tions. And, of course, there are full instructions on how to use the pokes 
on the covertape. Maybe you've got your own cheats? We pay £10 for the 


month's 


top tips, and 420 for pokes. Write to: Cheat Mode, Amstrad 


Action, Beauford Court, 30 Monmouth Street, Bath, Avon BA1 2BW 


SEYMOUR GOES TO 
HOLLYWOOD 

) _» (in hot pursuit of Seymour 
Take I ts the complete solu- 
tion to the fulltblown game, 
Seymour Bes to 
Hollywood. And if you 
thought Take ] was tough get a load of this. Alttime 
master adventurer David Hayes of Neilston in 
Glasgow takes the credit for this epic piece of 
detective work - fine stuif Dave, have an Oscar 
yourself. 





Get the movie specs from the limo, then go right 
Once past the security guard drop them again. Go 
right wntil you reach the first studio then left 
twice. Get the dictionaryand give it to Pippa 
os receptionist). Keep going right unt! you reach 

é first tree hut. Enter and get the jacket. Go to the 
he right hut, enter and get the spanner. Make your 
way back to the first studio and leave the jacket out: 
side. Go to the lift and drop the spanner. Go to 
the first floor (press K) and get the pom-pom. 
Go up another floor and work around to the 
deflated balloon. Pick it up and return to the 















lift. Go to the top floor then go night. Get the stu 
dio key. Go back to the first studio 
IM to make the lift go down). Drop 
the key at the door. Leave the 
hallioon anid get the jacket™ 
Enter the Grease set, give@ 
the jacket to the biker, and 
get the pump. Go right, enter 
the Malt Shop and give the pom-pom 
to Sindy. Take the key and the parrot 
food. Leave the set, get the balloon, go | 
right into the second hut, and drop the bab 
loon and pump. Go to the top right hut, 
drop the parrot snack beside the door, When 
the parrot leaves collect it. Exit the hut, got to top 
left platform and repeat. Go left and repeat until the 
parrot enters the hut. Get the key and the dagger. 
Go to the first studio, drop the dagger, get the 
key. Go left 5 times and open the door. Go to 
the Grease set, then left, right, and open the 
door. Go to second tree hut, get the balloon and 
pumo and drop on the platform. Ferry all 4 items 
across from the island. Get the key, go up and 
left to the hut and get the key. Go to the 
Grease set. Go left, open the door and work 


Go left, open the door. 
\ Left twice again, open 
| me the door and 
return to the 
Grease set. 
F Get the gloves 
and go into 
pr “Sherlock § Bones” 
set. Make sure the 
gioves are last on the inventory, go night, get one 
coin and the cards, then the arrest warrant from 
Rick Bracy. Go to the “Western” set, enter saloon, 
talk to Billy the Kid, then give the evidence to Rick 
Bracy. Go to the Western set, climb the stairs 
in the saloon, go left, enter the green door. 
Talk to Sal and give the letter to Rick. Get the 
lollipop and coin from the Sherlock Bones set, 
go to the limo, then left and into Greasy Lils. 
Give her the coin, take a buttie and key and go 
to the Grease set, dropping the lollipop at the 
limo. Go to the Western Set, and drop the buttie at 
the locked door to the lett, open the door to the 
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Multiface Mayhem 


The battling buttoneers this month are (celebrated) Car| Surry of 
Barnet, (legendary) Lee Rouane of Wolley Moor and (marvellous) Martin Swift 
of Queensbury. They regularly plough through game code to bring you the lat- 
est and greatest for the miraculous Multiface. How may of you out there want 
to know more about the mighty beast and would like to find your own pokes 
just like these guys do? Write and let me know, and we might just be able to 


arrange a tutorial. (how about it Rod?). .. 

NAHE ADDRESS  POKE EFFECT 

Monty Python (d) SPS! FF _—_ Lots of lives 
AIea ba Inf. lives 

Shanghai Warriors (t) 3331 00 Inf. lives 

Last Duel (d) 147F 08} Inf. lives 
eBED 60} 

Crossfire (t) ODIF 60 Inf. lives 
ORE? x No of lives 

Q10 Tankbuster (t) C512 6a Inf. lives 

Return of Jedi (t) 8680 A6)} No obstacles 
B677 AG) 

Overlander tt) 1915 iis) Inf. lives 


Live t let die —(t) 


Smash TY (d) 
Bart Simpson (d) 


Wrestle nania (d) 
Batty (t) 
Titanic 

Stardust 

Blackbeard 


Spitting Image 
Colloseun ) 
Midnight resistance 


Score 3028 


Back to the future 2 


Tine nachine 


BE9 


73D 


SSSSsssersSstEssssesee5uazz28 


Invulnerability 
Inf, fuel 

Inf, aissiles 
Inf. lives 
Inf. lives 


Position 


Inf. lives 1 play 


inf, lives 2 play 
Inf, lives 


Inf, bullets 
Inf. lives 


Inf, bullets 

Always win, 

Inf. lives 
Advance level when dead 
Inf. lives 

Inf. tine 

Inf. lives 

Inf. lives 
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Every month we put a collection of game pokes on the covertape. [hese short 
programs ‘modily’ the game code when loads to give you all sorts of extra goodies, like infinite lives, 
infinite time, extra weapons and more. You load the poke, then you load the game —- simple (check out 
the detailed instructions at the bottom of this page). Pokes only work for specific versions of games - 


Gel 
oe aor OR. Go nal 


tape and disk versions may be different, and re-released versions on compilations or budget labels. 





Wheal \hat a lot of pokes we've got! There are 
just 9 pokes on the tape, but they cover atleast 4 
compilations and amount to well over 20 pokes in 
all! These guys are just too much, Edinburgh's 
Ross Younger, Graham Smith of Street, and 
Dunstable’s Andy Price are all doing a great job. 

Graham Smith has sorted Codemasters’ 
Christmas bigme compilations Cartoon Collection 
and BDizzy's Excellent Adventures, not to mention 
fixing the AA// covertape. Ross Younger shows 
his flair for the poke position with a poke for Loopz 
on the Loopz Collection, and last but certainly not 
least, Andolpho Price blasts the TNT and Winners 
disk compilations wide apart with some of his 
super-sneaky routines. The TNT pokes all need to 
be run separately [come on Andy, get a grip). 


CARTOON COLLECTION, 
AATT COVERTAPE & DIZZY’S 
EXCELLENT ADVENTURES 

oe @® On the Cartoon Collecton 
Wie Om Sesnoe goes to ha eg 





the SOMution clcadhersi 
Slightiy ize also gets the infinite kfe treatment. 
Spike in Transyvara bres back with infinite wes, 
and lastly, Dizzy (f you haven't beaten this by now, 
here's your big chance) gets... wait for @... infirate 
Iwes. 

@® The AA47? covertape game Seymour Take one 
gets infimte Ives. So does Fireliord. 

@ On the Excefent Adventures compo, Prince of 
the Yolk Folk has infinite lives, Spellbound Dizzy 
gets infinite lwes and Kwik Snax does too, Dizzy 
down the Rapids gets infinite lives and apples for 
both players. Panic Dizzy gets no punishment 
(change from lives). 








LOOPZ 







ee Rete Ross's poke for Audiogenic’s 

AUDEN”, Looor supplies infinite lives. 
m Ross reckons the game is 
| pretty impossible without a 
poke, He has supplied a few 
tips to help out. The object of games A and B is to 
make a looo that covers every part of the screen, 


New 





S4T: 
Block 


Amstrad CPC 464, CPC 6128, CPC 464 Pius 





2 proyers reek fp Sek - 4 eerie of Pe age 


take advantage of the poke and weit for the piece 
you want fo come along. When you make a large 
enough loop iGame & recommended) you move up 
a game (from geme A you go to game B), iosmg a 
life will put you back here. From game B you go 
screen 31 of game C the passsword is POLL if 
you want to practise. 


na abet 





@ On the Winners disk, 
AY". Thunderblade gets infinite 
lives for parts 1 and 2. 
\ Blasteroids infinite credits, 
Temple of Doom, LED Storm 
and impossible Alission, get infinite inves. 
@® INI's Dragon Spirit gets infinite ives, Toobin’ 
gets infinite credits as does Xybots. Hard Drivin’ 
(and it 1s) gets extra time (and it needs some), 





I've left the Multiface stuff off this time due to 
lack of space. Now that you can run the rou- 
tines from the tape there should be no need, 
but let me know how you feel about it. 





1) Loud the poke you want from the covertape inte your computer. 


2) Take out the covertape and put in your game tape or disk. 


3) Type (DISC if you are using a disk poke. 


4) Type RUN to run tho rovtine 
(not RUN "" (CTRL+ENTER) as you normally would) 


You should find that the game will load normally, 
or you will be given instructions on 
what needs to be done. 





right. Get the ball from the tree hut and go to 
the Frankenstein set. Give Towser the ball. Go 
to Lis, collect the foot and then the hand 
limo. Go to the Frankenstein set and get the other 
foot. Work through to below the table and drop 
every . Get key and open the last door 
cases the buttie is). Go to Rick Bracy set, take 
the body and gloves, and get a coin from the 
Sherlock Bones set. Go to the Frankenstein set. 
Leave the gloves and coin on the first screen. 
put the body on the table. Repeat for the hand 
(3rd floor lift), head (1st floor lift), arms ro m island 
and Westen), and legs (second hut and Western) 

Get com and gloves. Put the sain into the 
machine, then, wearing the gloves flick the bot- 
tom and top switches. Flick the top again, then 
the bottom. Go right, get the brain and drop 
outside the Grease set. Get the dagger, mallet 
and buttie, then enter the King Kong set. Vaxe 
your Way to the top, give King Kong the butte and 
se the dagger to cut the girl free. Drop the mallet 
get the medal and collect the brain. Then get the 
clockwork heart from the Flash set. Go to the 
Wizard of Oz set and give all 3 to Dorothy. Take 
the towel. Get the lift to the third floor and collect 
the potion. Go to the Flash set. Place the towel in 
the teleporter, operate the computer, bic 
repeat to serepeatt yourself, Go right and get 

rt. Go lef pet the detonator. Make 


Tom he 


ast Ming and 
sure that you are stil carrying the potion, Fass Ming, 
drop the potion then teleport back. Get the flowers 
from the island and the explosives from the 
Rick Bracy set. Give the flowers to Pippa, take the 
Key get the lift to the top floor. Go left and open 
the door. Drop the explosives in front of the 
safe, drop the detonator on the settee. Enter 
room and collect the script. 


® You mow have to take the script and an 
Oscar to all 16 characters. The Oscars are hid- 
den in the following places. 


Ll) Proogs department, underneath a barrel. 

2) At the lift underneath the Yukka plant. 

3) The hut where you got the ball, underneath the 
window pane 

4) Jo the night of tnis h 
ine leaves 

5) Map tree hut, underneath a barrel, 

6) = In the Wizard of O7 set - go to castle top, fal 
msteac of un ip ng ae ae 


t, on the platiorm, under 


WONKEY anc 


land on the pat orm. I's under the leaves. 

f) On the Rick Bracy set in the lock up under a 
packing Case, 

8) First screen in the Sherlock Bones set halfway 
up a tree 

9) In Sal's Saloon — jump on to the piano. ther 
across fo ine last chandaier, then t cK it 
up. 

10) Under the packing case in corridor (Sal's 
Saloon) 

Li) Under the bedknob in Sal's bedroom 

12) First room in the Frankenstein set under a rail. 
ing 


13) Inthe Secret Lab, Frankenstein set. 

14) Inthe Flash set — On transporting, jump up and 
nent to Ming's armoury 

15) Inthe Space base under the first air vent. 

16) Jump across the third chandaler in Sals 


saloon, hold down Enter it usually appears, if 
not keep trying. 


SEYMOUR TAKE 1 

if you happen to be the one person in the world 
lyou're not, ‘cos | can't do it) that is Stuck on the 
AAG? covertape game Seymour Take J, then allow 
David Broughton, Philip Morris, David Francetti, Sean 
Wiesinger, Matthew Lee, Wiliam Huddleston, lan 
Perry, Paul Whitsatble, Duncan Wallace, Alex 
Pluskowski, Richard Harris, Ross Younger, Francis 
Whitestone, Andrew Martyn, Peter Denyard, James 
Durrant, Steven Dale, Chris Russell, Steven Knox, 
David Horwell and Paul Forder (sorry to all [ve 
missed) to help you out. 


Go to the door on the leit, press the switch and the 
room will tum red (unless you have a green screen). 


Go into the corner and pick up the “fresh reel 
of film”. Exit, jump over the couch on your nght and 
20 through the door. Get the knife from the top 
of the filing cabinet. go back out of the room. 
Go down in the lift and tak to Pippa, to get the 
movie scrot. Go right and drop the script next 
to the rope. Pick up the rope. Go right and tie 
Fay to the track. Go right again and put the film 
into the camera. Go back to the room with the 
train. Position yoursell in front and press Fire. The 
train wil start. Go back to the camera and press 
Fire. it will start to move. Go to Fay and cut her 
free from the track. Go back to the camera. 
When the train stops take the film out. [ake the 
film to Room with no view. Turn off the switch and 
develop the film. Jake the developed film to the 
Projection room. Put the film into the camera 
and watch the movie. 


Keypresses, keypresses... 


You have sent me an awrul lot of keypresses this month (Keep it up!). | generally try the cheats out, My buddy 
Carl (Playmates) Surry usually helps, but! don't always have the games at hand so occasionally a cheat might 
possibly sneak past that dosen't work. Sorry if it happens, but nothing ventured and all that!. Anyway, here are 
the ones | am fairly confident about, you can have the rest next month... 


SAIGON COMBAT UNIT 

Steohen Matthews of Kings Lynn is into cheating ina 
big way and has spotted a keypress one buried deep 
m the code of Saigon Combat Unit (Optimus gener- 
ally builds them in). At any time, press A to pause 
the game then type 48829 and H to restart - you will 
have infinite stuff. 


TERMINATOR 2 

Regular contributor Stephen Troup of Kings Lynn 
(what is it about Kings Lynn?) and the inimitable Carl 
Surry of Barnet have both spotted a keypress for 
Terminator 2 (| watched the video last night’) — Enter 
GEP into the Hescore table and the border will 
change colour, then you will have infinite energy for 
most of the time (watch out for T1000 though), 


SHANGHAI WARRIORS, 
cts cnsh am & CAVE MANIA 
ie Ain! ® Faul Harper of Folkestone has 
fol ANS) rag oe sent me a whole bunch of great 
_. | | keypresses, Here is the first 
: == batch |however did you get 
| $0 many at once, Paul’) 















fr. Shanghai Warriors. Or 
Fa 4 the Hiscore table enter 
Peat am OUTLANDS for infinite 
Li B lives. 
Hobgoblin. On the tile 
screen hold down the 
keys RGE and a mes 
| sage OH OK wil 
{appear at the bottom, 
i\@ Press fire to start 
me) and a Cheat Mode 
menu will appear, 
you can alter Ives 
®b by oressing L and 
weapons OY 
pressing W. 


Cave mania. On the Island title screen type CAP- 
TAIN CAVEMAN fine. spaces) for infinite lives. 


FINAL FIGHT, DOUBLE 
DRAGON & DOUBLE DRAGON 2 
ane ai ae Matthew Craven of Tottington 
wh A) as Rat has found another three key. 
ie | B presses all with pretty much the 
» same system of operaten (must 
have been written by the same 

chappies eh?) for three super games: 








Final Fight. Fress F to pause then type RUN LIKE 
HELL (inc. spaces) for infinite lives. Great stuff Mat. | 
suspect that you must have mside information to find 
these cracking cheats’ 

Double Dragon. Press DEL to pause then type RUN 
LIKE HELL {ic. spaces) for infinite wes. Do it again 
and you become Abobo (+inf lives), Do it yet again 
and ye ou return (o normd), 

Double Dragon 2. Press DEL to pause then type 
RUN LIKE HELL (inc. spaces) for infinite lives. (Carl 
tells me that tis one only works on the dis¢ version) 


PUZZNIC 

In addition to a cheat we had back in Cheat Mode 78 
for Purznic, Gareth Nicks of Bracebridge and Carl 
Doon of Borehamwood have spotted an extra feature 
- Press R to enter the retry menu then type HELPME 
and you will get infinite retrys, also while you are 
playing you can press WN to skip levels. 


CHEAT MOL 


4 = | r 

| Tl ~ 
all EE al 

Here's a brand-new Cheat Mode section for ail 
(or not so fave!) games. 

We've broken up the Helpline page into 
queries about games, technical topics and adven- 
tures. From now on, if you're stuck on a game, or 
you simply can't get hold of an old classic, send a 
postcard (or write on the back of an envelope) to: 


30 Monmouth Street 
Bath 
Avon BAl 2BW 


DO try to keep it quick and simple - name the 
game, name your problem, and make sure it's a 
DO include your first name and your tele- 

phone number. Sorry, we can't print full names 
DONT try to advertise ‘games for sale’ = that's 

what the Small Ads page is for. This section |s for 

people who need help only. 


Can someone please tell me where | can gat 
Garfield 2 on tape? 
Andrew, Edinburgh 552 1607 5-99m 


Neil, O626 779755 


Where are the aqualung and flippers on 
Robert, 0333 312457 


Crusade demo (AA7S). Can anyone help? 
Andrew, 0983 405995 


Can anyone please tell me the code for part two 
of Bubble Bobble, as the game is driving me 
Val, 0744 53804 


Help wanted in Kentilla. How do you cross the 
sea? in Gremlins, how do you operate the blow- 
Jonn, OLO 353 051 41525 


Wanted: cheats, pokes and help for Monty on the 
Run. 

Wayd Kennedy, Kilara’, Rifle Range Road, Sandford, 
Tasmania, Australia 7020 


Would like to obtain 747 Fight Sim for my 464 


Norman, 0275 20476 


Ron, O58? 873267 after Som 









This month's scintillating 
collection of clues are from 
Jon Pengelly (Cheshire), Robert Melody 
(Surrey), Phil Johnson (Northenden), 
Alistair Crook (Leeds), Paul & Timothy 
Stitt (Belfast), Yasir Gilani (London), 
Benjamin Lomax (Bury), Amir Mansour 
(London), Dave Adams (St Helens), 
Laurence Boyce (Leeds), Katharyne 
Allen (Guemsey), Thomas Christie 
(Grangemouth) and John Critchley 








The Balrog, memory man extraordinaire, 
shows you this month how to get the most out 
- ,of GAC as well as giving some hints and tips 
SS» on writing a good adventure plus all the usual 
reviews, hints, amusing responses and the 
infamous Lords & Ladies of Adventure... 


put the battery in the plane. 

* Some of the places you can drive to: 
Joe's Diner, Brooklyn Heights, Home, 
Police Station, Astoria Boulevarde, 
Central Park, Battery Park, Central 
Manhattan... 


Contacting 
the Balg 


To get in contact with the Bale, write to him 


at: Amstrad Action, Future Publishing Ltd, 
. Beauford Court, 30 Monmouth Street, Bath, i 
AVON BAl 2AP or e-mail at | 


Case of the Mixed-Up 
* BaaBaa White Sheep is a bit off 


he cazsjweuk.ac.leeds.dcs. 
colour, To help him you might want the | | 








Well, after your heroics in [ulzey 
Woods (reviewed way back in AA54 - Balg), the light 
introduction to the eightpart saga of Superstition - 
the Covenant, you go boldly on to face the second 
challenge. This time you must seek out and destroy 
Gremold the stone wizard to free the land of Zar. 
Ahead lie many tough obstacles and puzzies, so 
don't expect The Chaos Maze to be easy! 

Chaos Maze is a HUGE GACed game from Len 
Townsend (Author of Tulgey Woods, Twelve Lost 
Souls and Labyrinth Hall, all of which are now avail 
able from Adventure PD). It contains roughly 660 
locations, with a picture for every room! The plot, 
although slightly unoriginal, is wmaginative and easy 
to follow. The puzzles in the game are quite hard 
and some are a touch illogical. 

Although Chaos Maze is a very well-produced 
game, there are a few certain quirks lying around in 
there. If you are a die-hard text-only fan, then turning 
off the graphics will probably be your first com: 





mand... Unfortunately, though, the graphics are very 
important in some places, as certain locations have 
special markings Scattered around in the graphic. 
Switching them off would effectively mean that it's 
impossible to complete. 

Once you have been playing the game for some 
time, it begins to get too repetitive and confusing to 
persevere with, Also, while | praise the clever 
method of cramming in the graphics, from what | 
have seen there are only around eight or nine differ- 
ent pictures used. Each one is used over again in 
separate rooms. Though | understand that it 
wouldn't have been possible to have a unique pic: 
ture for each location it would have been nice to 
have more variety! 

Even if you do begin to enjoy the game, there 
seems to be a bug later on which prevents you from 
proceeding any further! This is a shame as it has 
meant | have not been able to complete the game 
and may mean that the game is uncompletabie. 





(Grange over Sands). tin of paint hidden in the hay in the 

Special thanks to Thomas Christie — barn. pered with later on). Open the glove Jewels of Babylon 
for his map of The Trial of Arnold compartment and get the screwdriver. © Give the red herring to the lion. 
Blackwood. Corruption « Break the window of the Volvo with 

« Get the certficate from the cabinet the screwdrver andtake andreadthe Jinxter 

Big Sleare and flush it down the loo (Now you paper in folder. * To get into the dumb waiter at the 
* At the end, climb up the Empire won't get arrested at noon!) e When you go to your dinner appoint- castle of Jannedor, you must tie the 
State building, making sure youhave § * Go to the BMW and start he car - ment with your wile at 2 oclock, ask rope to the manacies, then hght a car 
the model plane and the battery from = leave the engine running, even if you — loads of questions, because you can = dle with a match and put this candle in 
the torch. When you meet King Kong —leave the car (so it doesn't get tam get some good info from her. the hat which you then put under the 


(OP ee eae eee ee eee Ree RRR RR RRR RE RRR RE RRR RR RRR ERR RR ERR RR ERR ERS ee ee Oe 


o may. i es 
seview The Chacs Maze 
REVIEWED BY THE HOBBIT * £2.50 TAPE + £4.50 DISC. 
61 Lowergate Road, Huncoat, Accrington, Lancashire BB5 6LN. 





Overall, potentially a very good game, especially 
with the extensive use of graphics. But the puzzles 
are slightly illogical and the programming is quite 
scrappy. 

A commendable effort by Len, but Chaos Mase 
i5 let down by lack of real content. 


| i | eee 





Map of 


Trial of Arnold Blackwood 
by Thomas Christie 
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Crikey, get out 
your magnifying 
glasses! Trial is 
quite a big game 
with 100 locations 
arranged in a 10 
x 10 grid. How- 
ever, you can't 
move about willy- 
nilly. If there's no 
arrow in the direc- 
tion you want to 
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This month is my final GAC tutorial — next month I'll start answer- 
ram z Clinic, this month 





ing all your GAC problems in the P 


Er VOr etirhy ning rUTorit <| 


PART 4 





r'll tie up some loose ends ak ce to aire some clues on writing a 


good adventure game and how to get the most out of GAC... 


adventure d just means youll have more memory to 
play around witht 


Memory management One of the major 
problems with GAC is memory — you only have 
approximately 25K to write your adventure in and 
this free memory disappears very quickly (especially 
if you draw a lot of complex graphics). So how do 
you make the most of that limited memory 


Using templates... Another way to save mem- 
ory in your pictures is to use templates or merge 
pictures together. For more details 


see the box ‘Editing pic- 
tures on page 39 

Programming Clinic of AA78. Many 

if you have any questions on the use of GAC, specific GAC writers 
GAC-related problems and queries or hints and tips ike fo fiave 





Graphics... Drawing pic 
tures in GAC realy eats up 
the old memory - each 
graphic command (rect- 


angie, ellipse, fill etc) of your own, then jot them down and send ther pictures 
uses up bytes and offen pro- them to the Balg’s GAC Pregramming Clinic surrounded hy 
grammers waste extra memory at the uswal AA addross. pretty borders or 


with @ common graphic and 
using templates are the ideal way to do it. 


Global object declarations... instead o! 
having indnadual code for each object (e.g. GET 
KEY, GET RAT, GET MONEY etc) you can use global 
object declarahons by using the NO] command:- 
F (NOl = 0 AND VERB 7) MESS 19 WATT END 

ft you typed ‘GET’ by itself or with an unrecog- 
nsed word, print message 19 “I'm sorry, but | don't 


by drawing graphics inefficiently - for 
example, drawing a chessboard with lines (which 
would seem the obvious method) and then filing m 
the squares uses up 199 bytes whereas drawing 
the chessboard using rectangles only uses up 154 
bytes — this might not seem like a big difference but 
sm chessboards drawn with lines would waste LA of 
memory! 

Programmers often fill their pictures in at the 
wrong time as well — if you wanted to have the 


chessboard black on white with a blue background know what one of those is..." 
you should draw just the outsides of the board, flit IF (NOl =0 AND VERB 8) MESS 19 WAIT END 
in with black, draw the other lines (using rectang!es) And similarly for “DROP* 


IF (NOL = 0 AND VERB 16) MESS 18 WAIT END 
And again for “LMAMINE” except message 16 is 

“You find nothing much’ 

IF (NO <5 AND VERB 7 ) GET NOL OKAY END 


nd then just hil n the white squares with whale (thus 
is 33 fill operations), rather than drawing the board 
and filing in the various squares (which is 64 fil 
operations!) - ff all this seems a bit complicated 
dont worry - you dont need it fo write a good 


HOW TO WRITE A GOOD ADVENTURE | 
ts difficult to give any hard and fast rules as to what constitutes a good game and fm not going to do that! | 
Instead [ll just briefly mention a few hints and tips in making a good adventure: - : 


Ne instant death sitvations! {t can be intensely some people help you out by testing the game. 
frustrating to get killed without warning in a game. 
These ‘instant death situations’ can easily be avoided 
by giving a hint to the player that something could be 
dangerous (e.g. a sign saying “Quicksand to the 
east’) or by asking a player if they're sure they really 
want to do something. (e.g. “Are you sure you want to 
light the dynamite?"). 


Graphics Make a conscious decision about whether 
to have graphics in your adventure. Graphics can use 
up a bot of memory and if you can't draw can look 
awful. But good pictures can add to a game. if you 
can't draw, try to find a friend who can do it for you. 


Text Try to make your text as verbose and atmo- 
spheric as possible. if you think of an adventure as 
‘interactive fiction’ then you'll understand how impor- 
tant the text in your adventure is. # your game has 
no atmosphere then it won't grab a player's attentoan | 
and make them want to play more. 


Try te make puzzles as logical as possible 
Some games have very illogical purzies, which 
makes them near impossibla to sole and very 
annoying to play. Having a door open by opening a 
can of coke is silly but opening a door by turning a 


key is not | 
Parser Try to think of different words a player might | 


use in different situations. For example in a good 
game, if you have a locked door, then there should 
be lots of different word combinations to open the 
door such as OPEN DOOR WITH KEY, TURN KEY IN 
DOOR, UNLOCK DOOR, UNLOCK DOOR WITH KEY 


Spelling Try not to make any spelling mistakes as 
it can make your game look sloppy and unprofes- 
sional. 


Begs Bugs in a game can really be frustrating and 
can be largely destroyed by good playtesting. Get 


F you typed “GET” and a noun with a number 


less than 5, then get the object with that noun’s 
number. This only works because the object and 
nouns whch refer to them have the same number. 
IF (NO1 < 5 AND VERB 8) DROP NO] OKAY END 

Hf you typed “DROP" and a noun whose number 
iS less than 5, then drop the object with that noun 
number, 
IF (NOl <5 AND VERB 16 AND AVA NO1 ) MESS 
NO] WAIT END 

f you typed “EXAMINE” and a noun whose num- 
ber is less than 5, then print out the message with 
that noun number, it being the more detailed 
descnption of that object, then wait for a new con- 
mand. 


Thus, ff you write your adventure with say, the first 
20 messages, nouns and objects being allocated to 
objects then you can use thes fo save memory. 


Melfi pert... Peoultimately, if you find yourself 
running out of memory, you could make your game 
load in multiple parts with each part beng separate 
from the previous one. For example you could have 
the end of Part 1 of your adventure as crash landing 
on the moon and then have Part 2 taking place on 
the moon itself. Of course you can't allow the player 
to return to a previous part when you do this, but if 
your adventure can be spit up into sectons than this 
is one of the best ways to get the most out of GAC. 


Final fig... One last comment about saving 
memory in GAC - it's been shown that whist writing 
an ativenture, memory is allocated to messages 
(such as locations, objects, messages etc) as they 
are created, even ff they are later deleted or 
changed - thus # you wnte twenty messages and 
then decide to scrap them at a later date, GAC will 
unfortunately not free the memory from the deleted 
messages. So, if you're really stuck for memory, 
you coud always print out the whole adventure and 
then retype it into a ‘fresh’, ‘unused’ GAC. 
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Yep! You guessed if - we're rumng a co 
For the best GAL game written wth this ¢ 
DEOOIE cheating and 
hal we dont trus 


G $00 


Senang in games they wrote three 


years ago (not [ you or anyiiing) weve 


c@cided to write a itte storyhne 


‘You are intrepid editer Red Lawton, 
saviour of the Innocents and all round Mr. 
Nice Guy, who has been magically trans- 
ported to the Balrog’s lair - quite what 
will happen next is unknown but you must 
rescue ao domsel in distress, Princess 
Cathy, whe the Balg has captured for his 


dinner...’ 





Lords and Ladies 


of Adventure 


More valiant and brave adventurers offer their ser- 
vices to readers in need of help. 

Always remember to phone during sociable 
hours and to enclose a stamped SAE when writing 
for a reply. 


Big Sleaze * Gremlins « Megabucks * Seabase Delta. 
Darren Sharp, 10 Alfred Road, Greatstone, Kent 
TN28 SSH. 


Que sprabe J. 
Rich Thomas, 85A St. Johns Road, Cannock, Staffs, 
WS11 3AL. Tel: (0543) 503045, Mon-Fri, 5-l10pm. 


Colour of Magic * Forest at World's End * Gnome Rangor * 
Herocs of Karn * Rebel Planet * Questprobe * Seabase 
Delta « Subsunk. 

The Dragon Master, 12 Gretton Crescent, Aldridge, 
Walsall, West Midlands, WS9 ODY. 


Knightmare * Rebel Planet. 
Ross Younger, 3 Cammo Parkway, Edinburgh. 


Bards Tale © Hitchhiker's Guide » Hobbit « Lord of the 
Rings * Pawn * Shadows of Mordor. 

David Nicholas, 23 Houghton Lane, Sancton, East 
Yorkshire YO4 3QU. 


Adult || « Can | Cheat Death? « Doomlords * Firestone * 
Jason and the Argonauts * Roog * Spacey * Tizpan, 

Adam Maxwell, 9 Peth Green, Hetton-le-Hole, Tyne 
& Wear DH5 OEY. 


Base * Hollywood Hijinx « Infidel = Island « Spiro Legacy « 
Test * Wishbringer « help for PAW programmers. 
Ken Bond, 17 Adel Park Gardens, Adel, Leeds, West 
Yorkshire LS16 SBN. Tel: (0532) 672278. 


Adventure Quest * Dungeon Adventure * Gnome Ranger * 
Imagination * Knight Ore * Kobyashi Naru * Jewels of Baby- 
lon * Lancelot « Lords of Time * Mystery of Indus Valley « 
Price of Magik » Redmoon * Return to Eden * Shadows of 
Mordor * Snowball « Souls of Darkon = Venom. 

Wendy Watters, 82 Booth Road, Stacksteads, 
Bacup, Lancashire OL13 OSF. Tel: (0706) 677518 


That's I — all you have to do is use your new-found GAC 
salls to write an adventure based around the above store 
ine. The prize’ The wenner's game wil appear on 2 
covertape, which will probably lead to more fame than 
Michael Jackson (well probably not, but you can dream!) 

© The closing date is not until Ist November 1992 so 
you have lots of time to write in to the GAC clinic with ques- 
bons as well aS reading the programmeng tutorials. [he 
only other shpulation is at games must be sent mn with a 
full solution and map as well as any other items that you 
think might be helpful (£5 notes appreciated!) - 7 your 
fame fas a realy clever routne, or a really heanous 
response then te] mé when you wnte in. Remember there 
6 no rush, 50 wait a while to read the next few issues... 








Classic Adventure * Fantasia Diamond © Hobbit « Hollywood 
Hijinx © Inca Curse « Mountains of Ket © Planet of Death « 
Sorceror, 

Dave ‘Flossie’ Havard, 21 Belvoir Close, Fareham, 
Hants PO16 OP J. 


Forest at World's End * Jewels of Babylon « Seabase Delta. 
James Mackle, 45 Kenure Park, Rush, Co Dublin, 
Ireland. 


Bards Tale * Big Sleaze * Boggit * Caves ‘90 * Dragontorc * 
Forest at World's End « Hitchhiker's Guide « Hobbit » Jackle 
& Wide « Jewels of Babylon * Kobyashi Naru * Laser Squad 
* Lord of the Rings « Lords of Chaos « Lords of Time « Lost 
Phirious (parts 1 & 2) « Lurking Horror « Mindfighter « Mys- 
tery of the Indus Valley * Never Ending Story * Price of 
Magic * Quest for the Golden Egg-cup * Quill (+Illustrator) = 
Red Moon « Rigel's Revenge * Scapeghost * Seabase Delta 
* Shadows of Mordor * Souls of Darkon * Venom * Very Big 
Cave Adventure. 

Simon “Aragorn” Netherwood, 36 Toothill Bank, 
Rastrick, Brighouse, West Yorkshire HD6 3EZ. Tel: 
(0484) 719326 5-9pm weekdays, 12-llpm 
weekends. 


Andy Capp « Price of Magic. 
The Kenderian, 475 Westhorne Ave, Eltham, Lon- 
don SE9 5LR. 


Jewels of Babylon. 
Chris “The Barbarian” Gore, 22 St. Anthony's Pk., 
Mallow, Co. Cork, lreland. 


Aftershock * Colossal Adventure « Escape from Khosima * 
Gnome Ranger * Gremlins * Guild of Thieves * Haunted 
House «© Hitchhiker's Guide * Ingrid’s Back * Kingdom of 
Hamil « Leather Goddesses « Mindshadow * Mordon's Quest 
* Pawn © Price of Magic * Return to Eden * Rigol's Revenge 
* Scapeghost * Seabase Delta »* Snowball « Sorceror « Vil- 
lage of Lost Souls. 

Robin Harley, 3 Shropshire Place, Eastgate, Peter- 
borough, Cambs PE1 58X. 


manual offer 
It's not too late to 
order your copy of the GAC booklet sup- 


plied with the program. Write to: GAC 
Booklet, Amstrad Action, Beauford 


Court, 30 Menmovth Street, Bath, 
Avon BAl 2BW, enclosing a 
cheque,/postal order for £2.99 made 
payable to Future 
Publishing Ltd. 
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ADVENTURES 


alt i ‘ 


Just for 
laughs 


This month's collection of humorous 


responses comes to you from Dave 
Adams (St Helens), Robert Melody (Sur- 


— rey), Lee Hatton (Northern Ireland) and 


Katharyne Allen (Guernsey). 


Labyrinthe 


| © Try swearing. 


 Ingrid’s Back 


* Go into the changing rooms while 
Jasper is in them, 

« Swear, 

* Look at Ingrid. 


Simply Magic 

* Try kissing everyone you come to. 

* Try punching people but punch the 
witch before punching the elf! 


Quest for the Golden Egg-cup 

* Swear and then play around in the 
room (by trying to open door, digging 
etc). Swear again and you'll get a letter 
from God! 


Jinater 
* Ask the guardian things. 
* Play with dragon from wash basin. 


© Dial phone numbers until they are 
«not engaged. 


Corruption 


| * Kiss anyone (male or female!) 


* Snort the powder. 


| © Phone Margaret from Theresa's office. 


Search people or throw things at them. 


H EL P 


As you will have read olsewhere in the 
magazine (and Wf not, why not?!), the 
Helpline section is being broken up 
into its component bits and spread 
throughout the magazine. This means 
that pleas for technical help will go to 
the Technical Forum section, while 
requests for hints and tips on games 
will go to Cheat Mode. Each section in 
the magazine will have its own Help 
section - and Balrog is no exception. 
The previous Helpline rules apply. 
«Send your requests in on a postcard, 
or the back of an envelope 
* Keep it short. The shorter the Halp 
entries, the more we can squeeze in 
* Don't try to sell anything! That's what 
the Small Ads page is for. Help is for 
people who are genuinely looking for 
help or who want to help others 
* Make sure you include your first 
name and telephone number. 
* The address for all your adventuring 
queries is: Adventure Help, Amstrad 
Action, Beauford Court, 30 Monmouth 
Street, Bath, Avon BAl 2BW 


& 






7661 AVW » NOILOV GVHULSWY 


44 





aah 


bee ps 


, 
a 


a 


; a 


3 PUBLIC DOMAIN 


Te 


Loose Talk 


Richard Fairhurst of Robot PD has just dis- 
covered something a bR worrying. The German 
ously appeared in lots of German libraries and 
bulletin boards, and featured in the AA PD round- 
up) isn't public domain after all, but a German 
commercial release. No-one knows how it got 
now withdrawn i from its library and other 





There have been a few worried feces in 
Piiand recently after a report in Shareware 
Shopper magazine concerning a Federation 
Against Software Theft (FAST) and Trading 
Standards Department raid on an ST library 
stocking disks containing copyrighted material 
(music and pictures). 

eS eee 
were apparently bial beaeend in pirated 
software, rather than pursuing any legally- 
untested notion of copyright infringement. The 
library itself, South West Software Library, hasn't 
got a clue what's going on. 

The common view regarding CPC PD is that 
no-one in authority is all that bothered, since it's 
only a small ‘hobby industry’ unlike the 16-bit 
scene which is dominated by commercially-run 
libraries. However, Penguin Software (just to be 
on the safe side) has ‘pulled at least one of its 
digitized pictures disks as a result of the reports. 
Watch (as they say) this space... 





Sed te report, the popular Data PD library is 
due to close its, er, letter box in a couple of 
months. Last orders will be called on Tuesday 
And hold on to those hankies, as the Print 
Out fanzine is also on course for that great 
Its parting shot should raise a smile, though, 
as it plans to produce its own firmware guide. 
That's got to be good news for keen machine 
and is currently worth three donkeys and a 
melon on the black market - we still get loads of 
requests for the things ourselves. 


istrad user? You must be, otherwise 
wouldnt be reading this. Want to get 
share knowledge with other Amstrad 

matey. Heres a 


[ Pre i) hen 
stamoed sell 


Are you an A 
yOu Orobably 
ind 


users? Well iom 3 use 


Gown 
lew remember enclose a 
addressed envelope when 


details) 


requesting membersinp 


United Amstrad User Group, c/o Tony Baker, 
26 Uplands Crescent, Fareham, Hants PO16 
FJSY. Four years old with over 300 members world 


wide (including Russia and fambabwe). ihe UAL 
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It’s month two of AA's new PD column, and ADAM PETERS is showing 


no signs of slowing down... 


FULL-ON ROBOT CHUBBY 
Once upon a time, in a land far, far away 
(near Leicester) there Iwed a young chap | 
called Richard Fairhurst. He decided to start 
a PD library, and he called it Robot PD. A 
couple o] years laler someone phoned him 
up and asked him about all the French and 
German software in his library. 

‘tt really all started after a mention in 
ihe AA 
wrote fo 
Since then most of 
come through Gemo writers or trom for- 
eign PO libraries i address lve seen m 
continental CPG magazin 

Do you thunk demo welt is pong to take off in 
Britain? 

“Yes. Demo writing has never been as big in 
Britain as it has on the continent, but it should start 
to evolve as here's a few demo writing teams start: 
ing up over here now. The other boom area of late 
has been DTP packages.” 

Why do you think that is’ Anything to do wih the 
fanzine movement? 

“it just started off with Alan Scully developing his 
DIP package. A whole joad of other people followed 
on and tned fo do better. And succeeded.” 

What do you regard as the most rewarding and 
the most hasslesome aspects of running a library? 

“he most rewardme parts | ind are geting nce 
letters from people who like want you're doing, and 
seeme lots of good new GPC progs. The bit that 


has F regular Mararine, al a F LW Sortwareé 15 ree fo 


ia one 


Scottish Independent CPC-PCW-PC, «c/o 
Michael Deary, 43 Loreny Drive, sheriiees, 
Kilmarnock, oe Scotland KAl 45X. 


new OUD wUST Staring oul 








Richard 
Heloine. A French demo writer ate te PD - pomnning fe then? 


me and sent me a few demos modium 
the stuff has either disk 


= on a 


peopie 
phoning you up and saying 
| that your library hasn't deliv 
y ered their software within five 
} days and when are they gong 
m to get i, and saying they're 
S going to take legal action." 

How long does it normally 
of take for you to send stulf out 


| 
causes most hassle is 


Fairhurst 


“t can take up to a month, 
but my photocopier has broken 
so | havent been abie fo send 
any catalogues out for quite a while.” 

Are than any particular areas of the PD scene 
that trouble you’ “There rs a tendency for péople to 
Start up PD libraries because they've always wanted 
lo run a software house. You get 2/ millon twelve 
year-olds writing to you, T've started up a PD library 

please send me all your software.” 

Have you got any particular plans for developing 
Robot PD? 

‘| plan to completely reorganise the library in a 
few months time. fm also planning fo introduce PD 
on another meqaum other than disk. lim not talking 
about tapes, but | cant say any more than that at 
this stage. Oh, and fm alsa working on a 128K ver 
sion of PowerPage [DTP package!.” 

For more info or a catalogue (when the 
photocopier’s fixed) write to: Robot PD, 2 
Trent Road, Oakham, Rutland LE15 6HF. 
Remember to enclose an SAE. 


than 


WACCI, c/o Clive Bellaby, 12 Trafalgar 
Terrace, Long Eaton, Nottingham NG1O 1GP. 
The veteran WACCI stands fov 
Worldmde Amstrad Computer Club, er, something 
T, Back trom the dead with a 
fanzine and new book and tape libraries 


User Proup 


beginning wath monthly 


Membership of a user group usually gets you a 
regular newsletter, access to a vast stock of 


PD disks, technical 


help, etc. 


lots of special offers, 





TOTAL! The only magazine dedicated 
to Nintendo gamers, full of reviews 
and tips for the NES, Game Boy and 
Super NES! 
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16 pages full 
of Game Boy 
reviews! 





OTT) me(-F-[e ; 
smart logo - 400% FOR ALL PLAYERS ae seen 


ecient | i 





Pe 


















18 pages 
crammed full 
of NES reviews! 





Nintendo’s 
stonky new 
super console 
- read all 
Fetes aie. 


10 pages stuffed 
with tips! 


OW! I hate these 
| flippin’ adverts. It's | 
| all your fault Dyer, | 
| “ooh, lets be in the 
ad’ you said! Stupid 


Ooouch! Hey, just 
watch it! These 
arrows are a bit 

flippin’ sharp. 


wreful, there's skin 


: - ; “ — : im ® a = A, a ’ a 7 = a 
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= sl - | 7 : 
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a / 
4 tips! 
Game gO and NES 10 pages pack A 


Er... the bar 


Like wow! code (ignore 
Heavy-duty this bit) 
compo or 
what? 


= Steve ‘Misery 
Andy ‘Thicky’ Dyer. Guts’ Jarratt. 
Writer and twonk aelicelar-lale meh ies: 


Got a Nintendo? Then get TOTAL! 
Issue five is on sale right NOW! 


AMSTRAD ACTION « MAY 1992 


> PLYS-BUSTERS 


Stryker and the Crypts of Tregan \s 3 
game and a half. Not only does @ offer five action 
packed levels of platform exploration for only 
£3.99, but it also offers Plus owners a whole lot 
more for the money. 

The Plus machines contain extra hardware that 
gives 4096 colours instead of the normal 27, hard- 
ware sontes, ulrasmooth scroling, etc. This extra 
hardware can only be accessed from cartndge, or 
so Amstrad said when the machines were first 
launched. Later events have shown that up to have 
been something of a porkie. 

Most of the people approached to produce car- 
tridge games, including the man who puts AA’s 
covertapes together, soon became aware that it 
was in fact possible to access the extra features 
from tape or disk. Cartrkges contain two chips; 


one holds the game code, the other mrtialises the 
extra hardware inside the machine. But all the inmtial- 
isition chip contamed was some machme code 
commands (a special sequence that ‘called up the 
extra hardware), 

lf the same code was included on a tape or 
disk, tt would enable the extra hardware to in turn 
be accessed straight from tape or disk. The first 
cnown version of the ‘hardware access code to 


~ te ; : Te 
iar * 4 


aren't you? No way, ey is seri Ln 


the Plus-busters.. ; 


, el 
=, 


appear on tape or disk was the G-ASIC program 
produced by French demo writers Logon Systems. 

When BASIC is run, it installs a set of RSXs that 
let anybody incorporate the extra Plus features in 
ther own BASIC or machine code programs. This 
sneaky little prog soon found its way into the UK 
public domain market, courtesy of Richard 
Fairhurst, the man behind Robot PD, who has con 
tacts amongst the Logon crowd. 


Simmering Gently 


Sundorland-based Simmor 
Softwore have certainly hit the 
jackpot with Stryker. We phoned 
programmer Jeff Calder, but he 


bust the Plus 


the Simmer posse knew how to 


“Joff had programmed 
switchblade on the console, and 


was oul, so werang graphics and) signed a non-disclosure agree- 


ound man Andy Wynd instead 
and he had this to say when we 
asked him how they knew how 


LE 
git ae a : 


BS it's. magic! Stryker and the Crypts of Trogan marks 
the dawn of a new era for Plus owners everywhere. 


ment wth Amstrad regarding 
accessing the oxtra hardware 
We got in touch with Amstrad and 


@ We couldn't get a pic of 
JeH and Andy, so here's 
Trevor and Simon instead. 


asked whether, since they were 
not selling the console any more, 
the non-disclosure agreement 
si! mattered. They said it was 
OK for us to go ahead, so Joff 
used what he Knew to access the 
extra features 

Have you got any plans for 
other garnes featuring the 
enhanced hardware? 

“Were in the middle of devel 
oping another game at tie 
moment, and we'll probably be 
uaing the extra stuff in that. Now 
that weve got everything worked 
out, it's probably easier to 
include the ‘hardware access’ 
code than it fs to leave it out. 
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ah __~ 
A cartridge game for A599 4 ha aba UIs | rom. mie ? Youtre joking, 


ADAM | REERS 5 io en of 
oe oye 
ie, ‘¥ 


“ 


The cat was clearly out of the bag. But how long 
would it take before a commercial pame appeared 
that used this sort of technique, and how would 
Amstrad react? Not long, and surprising well, as a 
matter of fact. 

Up in bonny Sunderland lurks a freelance pro 
gramming house called Simmer Software, and a 
bloke called Jeff Calder who programmed 
Switchblade on the console. Simmer were develop- 


nel 
sien 
=fale 
Sh 
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@ Extra hordwore ahoy! New you can 
access all the extra features of the Plus 
from tapo or disk. Murrah! 


expioration adventure called 
and they decided to 


ing a_ platform 
longwnally) Impenal Wizard, 
make it a bit special 

having programmed a cartridge game, Jeff 
knew the escape code sequence (a very simple 
sequence of a dozen or so digits) that enabled 
access to the extra features. ft was a fairly easy to 
job to incorporate the relevant code into the new 
program, and include ‘intelligent loading’ to enable 
the prog to sense what type of machine it was 
being loaded on, and either enact or ignore the 
extra commands a5 required, 

A number of software houses were approached, 
and top budgies Codemasters were quick to see 
the appeal of the game. A deal was struck and the 
game, now called Stryker & the Crypts of Trogan, 
hits the shelves any day now. 




















Richard on the 
Ropes 
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We ted Codemasters’ Richard Eddy to the ‘ = 
other end of a phone line, and asked him about the | . . : ) ta 
name of the game, | i. | yy & 
‘ft was going to be called Imperial Wizard. »° vee 
Everyone liked that name. Then while | was in | = ws fe ’ 
America, | was watching some dreadful US chat ° 
show and discovered that leaders of Alu Alux Alan 
tribes [scummy racist militia groups] were called 
Imperial Wizards’. We decided we needed to think 
of another tite for the game. We thought maybe 
something with ‘warlock’ in it. Then we decided to 
think of a name for the main character. 
“We, Shan and Paul Ranson spent three hours aH 
screaming mamas at each otter, writing them ‘- ei 
down, sticking them to the walls, and at the end of . i 


all that we picked the bit of paper that said ‘Styker' 


= k 
gf 
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on it, He was almost going to be called ‘Strap 
Earthstick but we thought that was a bit too silly. 
(A bit? = ed.) 

“Tt was going to be the ‘Crypts of Chaos’, but 
we decided that we ought to give the enemy a bit 
of an identity, and come up with a name for him 


bi 


, | 
=~ 
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foo. So after another screaming session, we sét- 
ted on ‘The Crypts of Trogan’. A fot of thought 
goes into this sort of thing you know.” 

Was the Plus-busting entirely the idea of the 
programmers? 

“Yes, and all credit to them. When we saw 
Stryker we liked it instantly, but we didn't have a 
Plus machine, so we only saw it running on an old 
sty'e CPC. The first time | saw it running with all the 





extra features was in your office when | called 





round last month. aN SLE es a ) + whe is z i ' S 
=e ein dea something dito al ark os ; ated 2S Gl Pa a ae i ee, : e : ™ 

It's nice to do something different in a market hnee's | amt screen, | ite ater the « 7) = § B® 4 tf oF > = 

at g " TT " : = j : + i 5 ree aa] i. z } ! 2 if 
which a fot of peopie are giving up on. It's also lege ME age eam tacnactaolSinkerc = = ©... cae - at - 
good for Plus owners to get something extra out of > 
a game, without having to shell out £25 or so for a 3 Be 1" 


cartridge.” 
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Amstrad’s lawyers have given everything the 
QA, and perhaps its time now for other software 
houses to follow suit. With the supply of cartridge 
games seemingly drying up, all those Plus owners = —f 
oul there wil be clamouring for any game that , 2 
gives them all the features of a cart for a fraction ; 
of the price. Especially if future Pluis-busting ye ee ee ee 5 theses Mean. SOis Sb. ean one moan Sener eS Tcae ty Ab 
games are as good as this one. Latha Phot Scrn gallant Heats gS bey bient Ob h look sane in sal eodk ebddinia . 
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AMSTRAD GAME CARTRIDGES 
FOR 6128+/464+/GA4000 


BOXED WITH UNBOXED NO 44 

| oats (incled! ny FREE ux on 10 Wake x, 
INSTRUCTIONS te Ot per tise Side Switch He Multi Compatitle 
Kt PSU oe Compact Sixes ke Desi Mode Sl 


oF Bic anaes HE 


35" omy ES Box 40 
Printer Lead ole 


| 6178/4 464 Plus Adapter 
a 70 95 


No Exit .. = et 
* Special offers: 10 Unboxed games (all different) £100.00 * 2int - ‘P24. ‘95: ja 3% 
Amstrad GX4000 Games Consul 8 with free game £59.99 na 
Amstrad Paddle Controller £9.99 


Amstrad MP3 Modulator/TV Tuner, 

for use with CTM644 monitor ................£33.99 

Amstrad CPC464 cassette mechanism with 

| tape head and MOtOr.......0000 sesseesessntae Oo 

Amstrad 464 head alignment tapes 

|FD1 disk drive for 6128 (c/w cable)....... £09.95 ¢ Drive (Siete Model 
Prices include VAT, postage and packing iy crus SUPER nena 
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ADVERTISERS INDEX 


Bruning SORWALEC .......ccccccccccccccessscccceccesenscsessenees. eats 

GVL Bagsform............. 

Instamec Mec eeseecee nA EM, er A Hachbett eo Pe TO 
WANS SUNG iiicccoseseceuecesseiiasasicueevenescatesayrueneseeorusteswiveatnecesenselee e oUTDRAW | 
OAR ae ae ea eas haces eran enol DEAD s GUNFIGHTER -_ 

1 PUG ERGO G ess ciscsnasenrnivnanessitansseccssnnsessredsiansissqeenssnedisvanisonaassntee "| OR WIN BIG + “Z 

BGT RWG osieessccepepiecnaneressiniqieeniinwcenyohcdisensunsensaueniihanieonsenss ‘Fe ' | 

TOUR ...ssccsnsncetsonserssscnessresenssersstvensntensssnssneeretestassensennsetearansssnents | yy: 

RMIT RIOR ess cascosilensenpsranrkicet ti becspe coekuninneseata a senah es eevee dapieuey : SB 73 | 31 | 3, } 

Virgin... aT eee ease laser anr ace Turi dnmebwn tid uvcantnmeeenuaberenduewemencas _a_ | ! 
WTS Electronics. van : seneemen | sta0 Al One rms B60 Renan wer Ms Cheap dp Pat Min Ad Gee . 


* AMSTRAD AUTHORISED > * 


7 Quality Assured! 
Fixed price repairs on many machines | Amstrad 464 £27.00 
Over 2500 square foot engineering complex Amstrad 6128 £41.00 (extra if disk drive 
Top quality technicians at your disposal | needs complete 
All work warranted | replacement) 
Fast turnaround | Colour monitor £15.00 Diagnostic charge 
Simply post or hand deliver your machine plus quote 
and we will do the rest Others POA. 
WTS Electronics Ltd reserve the right to refuse machines 

_ that in there opinion are beyond reasonable repair. Please supply evening and daytime telephone numbers 


Tel: 0582 491949 (4 lines) 
WTS Electronics Ltd, Chaul End Lane, Luton, Beds LU4 8EZ 
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storm 
40 levels of yucklycute Titus/Palace 
platform puzzling action. La shi a4?) 
You have to defeat hordes Not, strictly, a conversion of 
' of (equally cute) monsters the ihn but a platiorm 
A with your rod - collect explore and beatemup fea 
_ the flowers to enter a turing the two lovable 
bonus stage. Very COOTOCIETS, Jive ante 
colourful. very sweet Elwood. Fire levels, and lots. 
ane! great for lo keep you gorg 
younger 
~ “te e ar ees save up 
Pt) payers. to £3 

Price (Order No Description Price Order No 

£12.99 AASTID Blues Brothers Disk £12.99 AASTED 

, Empere Database Soltware 
Pe Acollection of four brilliant soccer There are six games in 
al-] games. Includes Kick Off 2 each package, and three 
| Microprase Soccer, Emiyn packages: one for the 
¥ Ie Hughes International Soccer under 55, one for the D-/s | | as 
and Garza 2. Four of the best and one for the over 7's Database Software 









save up soccer games ever pubksied, in Word processor, database, spreadsheet, label printer, 
to £4 raat pe vores Fas ve u graphics and communcabons - a fabulous alenone 
aM or footie fans everywhere. m cn’ wick Wea antares 
Description Price Order No Word processor Uses menus and/or embedded com 
Soccer St ta rs Ca Cass sette £9.99 AMX mands I mest funchons. Lets you mport text trom the 
ee ; database module. 
Soccer Stars Disk £13.99 AASTID Under 5s (Teddy Bear) 


can learn addition, drawing, “aS WR patabase Five dtterent fet 


panting, peture-matching, 4#o «6£4 types available, Handles arith 
karaoke () and reading. mebcal funchons, record sorting 
ang more 


Spreadsheet You can cogy formulae or absolute val 


See our . 
ing subscription offe: 


: 5-7 (Frog) learn how to 
of free software on $ (Frog) learn how to 













Sort books, be a shop 
: | a from cell to ced, pnnt out afl or part of your 
oe keeper, do sums, arrange  *® 
Pa | e 4&5 rermsinbdherpantradont n spreadsheet and recalculate automatically or manually. 
| sequence, match words Label printer Lets you design labels and ‘read’ data 
and type. from database files 
Over 73 (Spy) can learn Graphics Produces pie, bar or ime charts. Can accept 
Keen your valued arthenetc, answer ques- data directly from spreadsheet. Dumps graphs directly 
Benstrad Achon bons, convert CUurrerncy, to printer. 
magazine collechon uacerstanid parang and Comms Range of comms protocols supported, plus 
together in this bright eam geograpry and Cates fies saved directly to memory or disk. 
red bender 
Price Order No | 
Order No Frog Disk «£11.99 AABSIAD = Description Price Order No 


AAATTR T. Bears Disk £11.99 AABSOAD SpyCass 69.99 MAAC © Mini Office IiCass 9s £13.99 = AASTOAL 
AAA TOR Frog Cass = 9.99 AASSIAC | Spy Disk «=—s£.11.99 AASSTAD Mini Office iDisk £15.99 AASTOAD 





Name Description Price | Order No 
Address Steen ae | 

Postcode Phone number | | 

Method of payment (please circle) Access © Visa © Cheque © PO | | 

. a —. TOTAL ORDER 
Credit Card No 
@ For overseas orders call Claire Bates for prices on 0458 74011 
Expiry date | Please make all cheques payable to SEND THIS FORM TO: Amstrad Action, Future ) | = 
Future Publishing Limited Publishing Lid, Freepost, Somerton, Somerset, TAL] 7BR Cemtiaadertekieal tea 


Prices include POSTAGE, packing and VAT - NO HIDDEN EXTRAS 


Spe Sad 





(complete games). 

art. compilations qu noxe 
SORRY, SOLD OUT! ISSUES 1-54, 56-61 ISSUE 68 » £2.20" our Mastergames! Total Recall. F-16 Comber EXCLUSIVE! By special arrange- 
| ¥ Pict, Bat ane Smichbieds. includes packsd covertape. ment with the French publisher 


ISSUE 62 + £1.60 Past, present and future of film Dens. Ack Prince of Persia, ick Tracy, Predator 2 and much mone! 
ISSUE 63 + £1.60 Shadow of the Geastand LeamioAead ath Prof 

ISSUE 65 - £1.60 Complate guide to word processing ‘or 
ISSUE 66 + £7.60 How Ip beat games. Non 4 South | 
reviewed plus Aooocap lon the comsale! Plus Fun Scho’, 
ISSUE 67 + £2.70 Pari one ol ow DIP specel Boxedcower- 
tape includes full versions ol Quy and Hyoredoo), plus a playable 
demo ol Tote! Recall 


excellent music package 
(reviewed in the December 1991 
issue). Create, edit and save your 
own musical masterpieces 
- Disk only » 128k memory required. 

« The menus in the program are in French, 
but the — comatns Instructions in 
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BACK ISSUES ORDER FORM . 

Please send me the following BackelS$Ue$ o..ccccuenunen rae Ee euittan nt 7 
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Welcome to JERRY GLENWRIGHT’S BASIC section, where you can 
both type in and run readers’ programs AND learn how to pro- 
gram in BASIC. Send your type-ins to: Type-Ins, Amstrad Action, 
Beauford Court, 30 Monmouth Street — and don’t forget, each 
type-in published earns its programmer £20! 


METRO 

Without rhyme or reason, this ‘un! Even Metro's 
author, Ted English of Ashford in Hampshire, admits 
to his program being *...01 no use to man or 
beast. What Metro coes do, however, is to provide 
a massve amount of computerish fun for the 


Usually excluded from sessions at the key 
board, tots are grossly under-supported when it 
comes to simple fun software. Ted has attempted 
to reverse the frend by providing an amusing pic- 
ture of a Metro motor car winch has flashing 
macetors, 4 beeping horn = even an engine wich 
be started and run (surely not an accurate portrayal 


then”). The program is stuffed with brilliant sound 
and screen effects too! 
simple, quality tun for pre-school CPC addicts. 


{Hime g) &-"> -MGRNING!! «SAVE» BEFORE RUNNING! ! 
{Hebi} 10+'+s METRO: ++ «Ted+English:++++-Nov.$1 
(JpCi) 20-MOPE« 1: PAPER: 0: INK-@, 13: INK+1,0:BORDE 





under-fwes. 





@ Not [vst a pretty picture. This Metro has a horn, flashing indicators and an engine 


which runs._ that’s right, a Type-in with sound effects! 





Last month's tutorial provided your first giimose of a BASIC program - 
at least, your first ghmpse accompanied by an explanation. BASIC programs 
can be seen everywhere, including the half dozen or so scattered across the 
TyoeIns pages! 

Let's look a litte more closely at what last month's fragment of program 
was doing. Oh, and it might be a good idea to sit by your CPC while reading so 
that you can follow the examples. 

You remember that limes 10 and 20 are BASIC statements, and that the 
word RUN is a command? Well what do you think happens when you issue that 
command and run the program? 

‘CPCs are funky’ is printed on the screen, 

Even though the text (remember the name for it? The string) appears on the 
screen and not on any printer you might happen to have attached, the BASIC 
keyword is PRINT. This is because 30 years or so ago, when BASIC was begin- 
ning its slighthJonger-than five minutes of fame, most programmers didn’t have 
access to a computer monitor, and entered their programs instead via a key- 


Re13:CL5: SPEED: INK: 20,30 

{Hx Bo} 30-WINDOW:4,1,29,1,3:INK-2,9:PAPER- 84,2 
‘CLS-4 

{EvEk} 48+PRIMT:IMPUT-"WHAT-I5+ YOUR MAME" :7Z§ 

iLqhud S@-IF-2$5""+ THEN -48 

{MxAp) 60-Z9-0PPERS(ZS) 

iMpCs} 78-LOCATE: 1, 1:PRINT SPACES(3@) LOCATE: 1, 
2 :PRINT «SPACES ( 30): LOCATE«1,3:PRINT SPaC 
Es) 

4MkBr} 2-HINDOW:#4,16,25,11, 13: INK-2,9:PAPER-# 
4,e:CL5-84 

4G0B)} 98-LOCATE:11,12:PRINT*HELLO«";Z#;""" 

{Luft} QSe%seeeeeecennn Pee Pa ea ees Draw-Wheels 

iMifo} LEO-a=0:b=0.063 

{Pxbp} LIG+ENT-8,35,- 
5,9,¢5,5,9:00ND-1, 200,570,108, 8 

{Dphu} 1L20+x1=35000S(a) :yL=35#SIN(a) 

{Toho} 130-FOR-e=1-T0- 108 

Tthr) 140-xewl:ysylracath 

{Ovls} L50-x1=35eC05(a) :yl-35eSIN (a) 

iO1ie! L6G-AMOUE +138, yt 168 : DRAM 141), ol +168 


BASIE tutorial... BASIC TUTORIAL... 


board attached to a printer, recewing the output from those programs on the 
printer - hence the keyword. 

So. Line 10 ‘prints’ the string on the CPC's monitor, fine 20 does as the 
name of ts keyword implies and ‘ENDs’ (that is, ceases operation) of the pro- 
gram. Two simple statements, one to print something, one to cease 
processing, but statements which you'll find in almost every BASIC program 
ever written. 


The number game P!N7 can also act rather like the equals (=) key on a 
pocket calculator. Enter a line fike... 


16 PRINT 2+2 
and what you're really saying is “perform the sum 2+2 and print the answer for 


me, will your”. Of course, simply typing in the line doesn't perform the action. 
What do you think is missing? 


{JqAx) 170 MOVE +x+420,4+100; DRAW xL+de0, yl +100 
(BwAl} 180-NEXT: 
{HvBn) 190-ENT-8,35,- 
bo ,.35, 5,9; 5000ND+ 1, 400,550,106, ,8 
{Cafu} 200-«1-208005(a):yl=20eSIN(a) 
{Cxfr> 210: FOR-d=1- 10108 
{MsAr} 220 eexl:ycgl:acath 
{Gwhe} 230-%1>20800S(a):yls20eSIN(a) 
{LuAx) 240 MOVE +x+190,u+100: DRAM -xl+130, yl +100 
{JsQw) 250-MOVE+ «+420, y+100: DRAW x1 +420, yl +100 
{F jal} c6Q:MEXT: 
{MnDr> 270-MOVE*130,125:FILL«1:ENT*#,10,- 
5, 1:SOUMD-1,25,5,, ,@:MOVE-420, 125:FILL+1 
Jtsans ee eENT+,10,-5,1:900ND+1,25,5,,,8 
{K1Bp} 280-ENT-8,35,- 
1,5,25,1,5:500ND-1,150,300, 16, ,8 
{HjAv) 290-xl-45eC0$¢a) ylo4 Seg Inia) 
{Juhe} 30-FOR-e=1+ 10-50 
{Gras} 310-xexliycyliacath 
{KxAw) 320 +x1=45eC0$(a): ylod5eSIN(a) 
{Lk Ax) 330-MOVE «+130, y+100: DRAM +x14130, yl +100 
{Muhw) 340 -MOVE +420, u+100:DRAM-x1+420, 91 +100 
{LaAl} 350 >MEXT: 
{Asx} 360«LOCATE 10,11: PRINT-SPACES(16) :LOCATE 
10, 12:PRINT SPACES( 16): LOCATE: 10,13: FRI 
NT SPACES(16) 
(JWAU) GGGs "esse eres neeeerereeasnses Draw Bodywa 
rk 
{MvAe} 370-FOR-f<1+TO-71 
{CpBi} 380-x=xd:yzyl:READ+x,y,«1, 91, note 
{JuBs) 390-MOVE+«, 4: DRAM ex], yl: SOUND« 1 note,$,2 
‘GOSUB- 848 
{Tjak> 400 -+NEXT 
{NqDs} 410-DATA 175, 90,375, 90,935,465, 100,490, 10 
0,120,85,100,50,100,43,178,90, 175,180, +» 
098,375, 90,375, 160,50, 50,100,56, 188,82 
56,108 
{Bpbq} 420-DATA+S6,118,25,56,118,$2, 118,200, $c, 
118, 52,134, 110,52, 118,52,134,72,45,134, « 
++ 991,194, 35,45, 118,82,118,83,45, 118,45 
{DjEo} 430-DATA: 134,393,802, 118,91,194,73,52,134, 
63,160,239, 72,155,58,194,93,68,160, 72,155 
+, 13, 68, 160,180, 198,43, 160, 158,250,24 
i 143. B50, 240+ seen UO 
(MeEj} 440-DATA 428, 240,33,420, 240,495,175, 333, 
495,175,495, 145,193,495, 145,446, 145,83, « 
wh9G, 145 ,466,125,143,466,125, 504,125, 6 


{NkEp? 450-DaTA- 504,145, 300,504,145,495, 145,93, 
495,173,488,173,63,488, 173,488,155, 123, 
©0988, 155,495,155,23,495,155, 495, 164,73 
435, 14, | | ER eee eee ee ee ee ee ee 
(PwCk) 460-DATA+ 164,43, 480,155, 78,155,223, 78,15 
5, 7B, 180,63, 78,150,495, 150 
(FpEl> 470:DATA+é33,1e0, 150,128,155, 83,13%,158, 
136, 150,53, 196, 185,270, 234,433, 270,234, : 
©0395 294,563,298 ,294,996,110, 123,335, 11 
0,196,110 
(Huby) 400 -DaTA-53, 196,110, 196,185,133, 188,195, 
258,292,63,288,232,228, 232,90, 258, 222, + 
©1898, 195,533, 183,185, 180,190, 73,223, 18 
5, 202,194,239 
Nsbud 490 DATA 204, 168,272,228,83,272,228, 328, 
228,233, 328,228, 328,185, 53,328,185,204,° 
+ 185,33,312,171,326,171, 113,326, 171,32 
6,176,493, 326 
(HjDs} SOB-DATA+176,312,176,330, 312,176,312, 171 
43,344, 234, 244, 185,83, 344,185,460, 138, 
123,460, 185,413,234,93,413,24, 44,23 
4,353,420 ,234 
(Atbo) S$10-DATA467,188, 73,467, 165,482, 165,233, 
420,234,433,234, 93,495, 125,490, 100,43, ++ 
«490,100,504, 100,293,504, 108,504,107,8 
3,504,107 
(Psbk} 520 -DATA-492, 107,593,466, 100,468,82, 93,17 
§,95,975,95,339,178, 118,371,116, 83,168, - 
©6995, 394, 135,63,175,50,375, 90,53 
(Lidl} $30-DaTA-482,107,53,466, 100,468, 82,93,17 
elie co piesa 
© 135,384, 135,83,175, 90,375, 90,93: 
(Tht) Sa5-seseceseseesseessseeese FU] ] Sande 
hoices 
(Doar) §40+INK+1,0:INK:3,1 
(FoEa} S50: MOVE*319,173:FILL+1:S00ND- 1,60, 10,12 
‘MOUE=498,103:FILL«1:500ND+1,33,16,12::- 
‘© MOVE+219, 190: FILL«1:SOUND:1,130,10,12 
MOVE 67,126 
(NoDo) S6Q-FILL«1:SOUND+1,30,5,12:MOUE 475,135: 
FILL: 1:50UND: 1, 73,5, 12:MOVE+ 260, 175:: =: 
« FILL+3;SOUND +1, 128,25, 12:M0¥E 250, 145 


‘FILL +3 
(Fndu) S78: SOUND: 1,539,395, le:MOVE+ 258, 120; FILL «3 
‘ENT -7,40, 20,10,40,- 


TYPEAN 


8, 10; 30UND «1,100, «+++ +120, 12, , 7:HOVE 9 
» ASB FILL-3:N09E-cS8, 3e:FILL-3 

{TIBK} §90-LOCATE:13,4:FRINT" AUSTIN - METRO" 

{Dvdr} 590:FOR-c-1:10-1200:NEAT 

{Budx} 600+LOCATE:13,4:PRINT:SPACEs(12) 

{ToCt} 610° INK+2,13,15:MOVE+48, L26:FILL-2: INK 2 
19, 15:MOVE+ 133, 152:FILL+2:TNR+2,13, 15: : 
«*MOUE +491, 160:FILL«2 

{FoEn} 620-LOCATE+@,1:FRINT-SPACES(30) LOCATE? 
©: PRINT SPACES (30) :LOCATE-§, 3:PRINT «SPA 
CEC 30) :LOCATE-8,4:PRINT+ SPACES (30): LOCK 
TE:6,5:FRINT SPACES (30) 

{tar} 630-FOR-a=]: 10-6500 ;:NEAT 

{IoCa) 646° IMN-2,13:NOVE +48, 126:FILL«2:INK+2,13 
(MOUE: 133,152: FILL» 2: INK+2, 13: UE 491, 1 
60: FILL+2 

(NuBp) 650 WINDOW-#5,8,90,1,5:INK+2,16:PAPER+#§ 
,e:CLS-85 

{BIEs) 660-LQCATE+10,2:FEN+LiPRINT"E-¢-G:K-A-F: 
RTs Yo" 

{OiBo) 670: LOCATE:9,4:PRINT"H-HORN-5-START-E- 
ENDS" 

{Ckén) 630-a-INKEVS 

(Irés} 690- TF ad="*- THEN 680 

(Opiu) 700: IF al="W"-OR-af=" 

{Cafix) TLG+ ITF agi"Y" -OR+af="y" + THEN B66 

{KIBi} oi fF ah ab attest 

{Ostw) 730: IF a$="G" OR af="g" THEN: 890 

{(Pléw) 748° IF -ag="C*-OR-ag="c" + THIN: 500 

(HtBi} 750° IF -ag="T" OR -ags"t" + THIN: $50 

{AxBid 768-7 sag="B*-OR-af="b" + THEN: 910 

(Jtax) 770-IF -afs"N"-OR-ags"a"- THEN: $20 

(Fpix) 780: IF -ad="F"-OR-af="p" THEN 930 

{Olax} 790:IF-ag="K*-OR-ab="k"- THEN: S40 

(JsBi} 800-IF-ag="H"-OR-ab="h" «THEN: 980 

(Jpaix) 810+ IF:a$="$"-OR-af="5" + THEN: 990 

(F JBid 820: TF ag="E" OR ak="e" + THEN: 1070 

{Gual} 830 :(070-680 

stu) 840: FOR 2-110 200:NEMT: RETURN 


w"+ THEN: 850 


TROAS) BAG [cece ce staseeesenenas soe Colour «Chan 
ges: 

{Fria} €50:0NK: 1,0: INK+3,26:G0508970:G0T0 618: 
GOTO: 68 

COLBL) 860° INK: 1,0: INK+3,24;G0SUB 970 :G0TO 610; 
GOTO. 680 

{EnEn} 670: INK: 1,Q:INK+3,6:G0SU0B-970:GOTO-610:¢ 
010-680 


BASIC twiorial... BASIC twieorial... 


That's right, the command RUN. Type the line now, press RETURN, then 
type RUN <RETURN> (and from now on, whenever you see <RETURN>, con't 
actually type it in, just press the RETURN key). 

You'll see 4 appear on the screen. 

Now the point of all this is that PRINT can be used to provide textual infor- 
mation, ‘perform’ calculations, or combine both into formatted output. 

See, it isn’t much good simply printing 4 on the screen. If someone who 
doesn't know what the code does runs your program, all they'l see is the num- 
ber 4 — what on Earth could that possibly mean’ 

To overcome the problem, BASIC positively encourages you to combine cal- 
culations and strings into formatted, hopefully intelligent output. 

And to do that, PRINT is combined with the colon (:) and the semi-colon (;). 

We'll look at how to use them in a moment but fst, let's meet one more 
BASIC concept (sound of fanfare): the ‘variable’ 

bigs count vesh pant lente” and you'll. remember that it can store 

amber and use them later. Well, the CPC can do that too. And not 








only that, but you can assign a meaningful name to those numbers. 

JAM=58 or TEA=49 or CPCS=299.99 are all examples of variables. You're 
assigning the names JAM, TEA and CPCS to the numbers 58, 49 and 299.99 
respectively. Variables are useful because by using them in a program, you 
don't have to ‘hardwire values into code which may have to be changed al a 

Confused? Don't worry. Here’s an example to help explain the concept. 
Suppose that you wanted to write a program which calculated the price of 
butter in a country where the butter market fluctuated on a day-to-day basis. 

You could use the following lines of code... 








16 PRINT "Hello. I’n a progran which tells you the price of 
butter." 

e@ PRINT "Butter is 90p per pound," 

30 PRINT "Butter is 45p per half pound." 

38 END 








(FvBn} 880+INK+1,0:INK-3,18:GOSUB-970;GOTO-GIO:G  {Pjar} 1690-FOR-g2O-TO-11:NEXT BYE«": 28; "0" :SOUND+1, 284,40, 12: SOUND 2,2 
O10 688 (Ajéw) 1100-OUT-ABCOO, L:OUT-ABDOO, 4 39,40, 12: 50UND-4,190,48, 12 
(CuBn) 890-INK«1,0:INK:3,11:COSUB-$70:GOT0-610:¢  (EpBo} 1L10-0UT-ABCOO, 2:0UT-a8D00,46-(20- (Drs) 1250+FOR+a=1+ 10-400 :NEXT 
010-680 INT(E/2)) (He Bw) 1260 SOUND +1, 284,40, 12:SOUND.2,239, 40,12: 
(JoBa} S00+INK + 1,0:INK+3,10:GOSUB S70:GOTO-610:G  (wBq) 1120-0UT-ABCOO, 6:0UT aBDO0, 25-INT( (40- SOUND «4,190.40, 12 
O10 680 f/1.8) (Faw) 1270-FOR-a=d- 10-4000 ;NEXT:CALL 0: 
Chain) S10-INK «1,0; INK+3,14:GOSUB-S70:COT0-G10:G (MBL) 1130-0UT-ABCDO, 7:CALL -ABD19:0UT ABDOO, 30- 
010-680 ((48-1)/3,2) | 
(PjBm) 920-INK-1,0;INK:3,8:G0SUB-970:6070-610:60  (Lstn} 1140-NEXT:CLS BOULDERS 
T0689 (Jrto} 1150+FOR-f-8-10-49 A fendishly addictive and difficult game is Boulders. 
(Hibm) $30-INX+1,0;INK+3,7:GOSUB-970:G0T0 610:G0  (hufr> 1160-FOR 928+ TO-LLsNEXT: Youre inside a cavern which completely fills the 
10-688 (Potv) 1170-OUT-ABCO0, L:OUT-AEDOO, £ screen and have to get from one side to the other in 
{Erba} $40°INK+1,26:INK+3,0;GOSUB S70;G0TO-610;G  (uBo} 1180-0UT- @BCOO,2:0UT-abboo ,46-(20- order to escape. 
OTd-680 INT({/2)) Simole? Not a bit of it. Rain nz down from the 
(MuBa) 950-INK-1,0:INK+3,11:COSUB-970:COTO-610;¢  (HIBq> 1190-0UT-€BCOO, 6:0UT-ABDOO, 25-INT((40- caverns Foo! is an endiess stream of falling bout 
OTO 690 rv/1.6) ders. Step under one, and you'll look ike a 
(Fria) 969- INK: 1,0:INX+3,8:GOSUB-970:6070-610:60  COvBt} 1200-OUT-aBCOO, 7:CALL aBD19:00T-appag, 3a-  ecRehog thats gone under @ juggernaut! full 
T0680 (40-0 )/9.2) instructions are contained within the program 
(KoCk} 970-ENU+3,1,5,7,1,-2,1,5,-1,5,7,- (Dstt) 1210-MEXT:FOR-a=1-10-200:NEXI Boulders is by Raymond Mulvihill of Fleet, 
1,8:SOUND+1,30,0,15,3: RETURN (ErBr} 1220-WINDOW01,8,33,9,16:NK+2,7:PAPER-#) 49 @TPShre who wonders whetner fis game 15 ©...Up 
(HnBy) 980-SOUMD-1,284,20,12:S0UND-2,239,20, l2:$ CLS al to the standard of being published” and signs hirr 
OUND -4, 190, 20, 12:G0TO 680 (Liby) 1230-WINDON-#2,9,32,9,15:INK-2,14:PAPER.@ Sell a hoperul 1S-year-oid ais Ai 
(fnEn} 990-LOCATE-@,1:PRINT-SPACES(30)sLOCATE:8, 2,2:CLSP2ee ss Hope no more young Master (cara 
Q:PRINT SPACES(30):LOCATE 8, 3:PRINT:SPAC (FKDI) L240 +LOCATE 13, 12: PRINT "GO0D- Mulvinil 
£420) :LOCATE+€,4: PRINT SPACE#(30) :LOCAT 
E+@,5:PRINT-SPACES(20)- 
(AGRI) 95+? ivvessverveeeveeevecsree Shape and Ru 
mn Engine 
(GiCj) 1000-ENT+-7, 7, 10,1,7,- 
16,1:S0UND+1,25,80,9,,7,1:50UND:2,4000,§ 
60, 12 
(Jxfud 1010-FOR-d=1+10+1200 :NEXT 
{Dutw) 1020 -LOCATE:7,4:PRINT» SPACEY (24) 
(OmBo) 1030«LOCATE:40,19:PRINT" ";count=0;WHILE: 
count (78 
(Kqhu} 1040-LOCATE:40,19:PRINI" " 
CFoBx) 1050-FOR+1=33+10-39:LOCATE-x, 19:PRINT"«*; 
CHRS(41):NEAT: count=count+l 
(MqCp) LO60-OUT &B000, 8 :0UT-ARDOD, 1: WEND OUT ABD 
00, 8:LOCATE+33, 19: PRINT SPACES(8) :G0T0-6 
58 
CTgAu) LOGS + eee e reece eee ee weeny ‘End Routine 
(Jin) 1070-GOSUB+970:KEY-8,"OUT-ABCO0, 1:07 ABD 
00, 40:0UT ABCOG, 2:0UT-ABDOG , 46:0UT Abad 
6:0UT ABDOO, 25:00T AB008, 7:0UT ABDOO, 30 ; 
"oCHRE(L3) Your score is O. 
{Cntw) 1090-BORDER-11:FOR-(-40-T0-0-STEP--] @ Boulders uses a simple idea, but it’s great fun to play. You have to get from one side 








of the screen to the other without getting squashed by the falling rocks. 
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58 END 








And as it stands, running the program would produce the pnce of butter on 
screen, but what @ the price of a pound. of butter changed’ Both limes 20 and 30 
would have to changed because the ‘per pound’ pice has changed and so, con 
sequently, has the pice per half pound. 

A program which has to be re-written every other day in order to be useful 
isn't much good is if? 

Now consider tivs... 


16 PRINT “Hello, I can tell gou the price of a half pound of 
butter.” 

ef INPUT "What is today’s price for a pound of butter (tupe 
only the figure)"; BUTTER 

36 FOUND=BUTTER: HALFPOUND-BUTIER/2 

46 PRINT “Butter is ";POUND "p per pound today, and "; 
HALFPOUND"p per half pound.” 


Wow! Is that a monster program or what? Variables, PRINT formatting, multiple 
Statements on one ine, and a new keyword. But what does it all do? 

Well, ine 10 simply tells the person sittng at the CPC what the currently rur- 
ning program can do. Line 20 i§ a keyword mentioned last month but which you 
haven't yet met. What it does is assign values to variables by asking you for the 
value. The string following the INPUT keyword 1s pnnted on screen as a prompt 
fo ehcit your Cooperation. You see: 


What 1s today’s price for a pound of butter 
(type only the figure)? 


on screen (INPUT adds the queston mark automatically), and respond with 90. 
Why the ‘type only the figure’ ba? Because INPUT can only accept numeric val 
ves. If you'd typed 90p (i.e. added the ‘p’ bit to the number), an error would have 


{(Miby} LO-MODE+1:’Boulders:by Ray's: Software(c) 
*soeeeshaunond Mulvihill 

{HpEk} 20+ BORDER -@: SPEED: INK: 75, 78: INK: 1,24: INK 
2,15: INK+3,9,19: INN-@,0:LOCATE: 14,1: PEN 
e2:PRINT"Ray's: Software" :LOCATE: 17,2: PRI 
NT"Presents” 

{OrDa} 30+PEN: 3: LOCATE: 13,S:PRINI°BR-0-U-+L+D-+E+R 
S$" PLOT+ 182,917: DRAW 192, 340: DRAN 440, 3 
40: DRAW 440, 317:DRAM- 182,317 

(GlGv) 40-PEN 2:LOCATE:1,8:PRINT* Instructions: : 
"PEN: LiPRINT:PRINT"You're>:thissfunny:: 
bloke and: you’ ve gotto-get«from: left: - 
to-right-by the longestroute: possible: + 
to-get«athigher: score, Easy Eh? Mell: «wa 
tch-out for the-eleoticboulders." 

(GJS) 5SO*FEN +2: PRINT:PRINT"Controls::- 


":PRIAT:PEN«Li:PRINT *@? +. cvesees Up" iP 
RINE As a aenes ‘Down" :PRINT""0':.... 
econ “DOTt™ FRIMT"'F': THREE EE «Ri ght" 


(Gr jg) 60-FEN 3d: LOCATE: 18,24: INPUT"Play* jaf: TF: 
af="y" OR ag="?"- THEN: 70-ELSE END 

(Onin) 70-CLS:S9MBOL-255 49,56, 126,255,127,255, 
126,20: SYMBOL + 254, 24,60,60,24,255, 24, 60, 
LO@:ebS=CHR (25S) :FOR- asl 10-39: PEN: 3:10 
CATE*a, LePRINT eb: LOCATE: a, c2:PRINT + ebd 
(NEXT -a:FOR b=1+TO-2e:LOCATE' L, Di PRIMI e@ 
bf: LOCATE: 39, b:FRINT ebf:NEXT +b 

{(Drbk} 80-«x=33:yr22: DIM: eb(x, yi inseinslédiso=8 

(KrBi} 90:PEN+1:LOCATE+a,n: PRINT CHRS (254) 

(JpBp) 108:PENe:LOCATE:5,c4: PRINT" Your: score: 
$°"450)"," 

(BuCp) 110 :xw=TNT (RAD 1) #1) :gysINTCRND C1 age!) 
breb(xx, yy): LOCATE xx, yg:PEN*3:PRINT ¢ 
hf 

(NlAo} 123+ ch=INKEYS 

(NeCn) 130: IF «c$="q" THEN: LOCATE-a,n:PRINT" +"; 
sn-Lise=se+l:SOUND-1,100,10,15,,1 

(OrCk) 146: IF+c$="a"» THEN LOCATE +m, n:PRINT": 
snt+Lisesse+1:S0UMD«1,200,18,15,,1 

(FeCn} 158: IF ch="o"» THEN LOCATE m,n:PRINT": 
sa-L:sersc4#1:SOUND+1,150,10,15,,1 

(PuCn) 168: IF c¥="p"» THEN LOCATE +a, niPRINT": 
<atLsserset#1: SOUND: 1,150, 10,15, ,1 

(qhv) 178: IF «w2a> THEN-GOTO+240 

{(Fqfw) 180: TF eb(a,n)=1- THEN GOTO-250 


a 
a 
a 


{LlAu} 190: TF n=l: THEN GOTO: 230 

{LqAt} 200: IF m=22+ THEN GOTO: 230 

{Jshu} 20: TF w=1-THEN-GOT0- 230 

(Luin) 220 GOTO: 90 

(NnBs} 230:MODE+1:LOCATE+17,5:PEN+3:FRINT"KABOO 
A" :GOTO 258 

{FpBr} 248-MODE+1:LOCATE-13,5:PEN+3: PRINT" COH- 
GRATULATIONS" ; GOTO: 250 

{Pr€n} 250: LOCATE: 12, 10:PEN-2:PRINT"You scored: 
"50:7," :FOR*pawse=l:16-1000;MEXT: END 


LC 

LC, from Tom Pearce of Amersham, | 
Buckinghamshire, is a version of old-favourite Light 
Cycles crammed into a mere 24 of code! LC also 
lets you specify the back and foreground colours of 
the playfield, as well as those for the players! You 
also decide the number of blocks. LU is fast, 
colourful and fun. 


{MvDu} 10-MODE-1:SPEED+INK-1,1:PRINT*Light-eyel 
es*byThonas Peace” :FRINT:FRINT"Iry: toc 
ause your oponent- to crash: into:y- 
ou-or:into-a:block" 

{Pidr} 1S:PRINT: INPUT"Flash:speed";«:INPUT"2-Co 
lours:of player:one";i, j:IMPUI"2 Colours 
‘of player: two";k, 1: INPUT*Border: col our" 
Hy 

{BtAt} 26: INPUT"Paper colour"; 1 

{HoFk} 38°CL5;SPEED-INK+1,1:FRINT"Keys:are-@,°4 
, eeand:Asfor*plager:1":PRINT"Keys:are+/ 
oe hytL-and:.>for-plager:2": PRINT: PRINTF 
ress:space” :WHILE + TNKEY(47)=- 

1; WEND : SPEED - INK +x, x 

{OpBq) 40: ENV+1,10,-1,10:ENT+1,§,-1,4,5,1,4,5,- 
1,4,5, 1,4 

{OtGi} 5O-MODE<1;BORDER-n: INR: O,n:INK+ l,m: INK 2 
pled TMK 3,k, Ls PAPER: 1:CL5:PAPER-@:WIN- 
DOWEL, 2,992, 24:CL501 CLEAR FOR I=]: 10-4 
:READ ACI), Y(L) NEXT: DATA-O,2,2,0,8,-2,- 
2, O:2CL)=4:2(6)-1:PAPER« LiE-O:F 0 

{Bakwk 68: A=318:C=322:B=200 :D=200:424;%=2:PF=1:0 
Pol :Q=Li0G=1;CLS01: IF -E=10 + THEN: 1$=" one" 
:1=2:6070-140-ELSE« IF Fl8+ THEN: 1$="two" 
11=3;G070-140-ELSE-GOSUB- 158 

(JrDk} 70+ MX=(INKEY(71)=O)- 






CINKEY (63920) :X=X+4M: IF XX=0N + THEN R=X- 
AX ELSE + IF «X20-OR M25+ THEN X2B(X41) :GOTO 
90 ELSE: 90 

{Mibu} 80-OP=P:P=P+CIMKEY(69)=0)- 
CINKEY(67)=0) : IF -P=Q-OR-P=8+THEN-P=0F 

{Hqdy} 90 -0N=KX:¥¥=CINKEY ( 30)-0)- 
CINKEY (2292-0) :Y=¥e¥Y IF V¥=O¥: THEN Y=¥-¥ 
Y ELSE: IF ¥-8 OR 28> THEN PoZ(Y#1) GOTO» 
110-ELSE + 110 

(NsBv} 188 °00-0:0-0+( INKEY(31)-0)- 
CTNKEY(36)20) : TF -@20-O0R-Q28+ THEN -@=0@: 

(BpGr) LIO-OP<YY:FOR IsL+TO+PsON TESTCAH(KCK bel 
), BACYCM)MTD) GOTO. 120,128, L20:MEXT: [=A: 
J=BsA=KPOS B= YPOS DRAW’ 1,0, 2:FOR«[-1°T0: 
GON TESTCCH(ACYI#L) DEC PCP IST) -GOTO- 13 
8,190, LoOsNEXT: IsC:J=Di CAMPOS: D=YPOS :DRA 
WD ,d,3:G0TO: 78 

{LtBi} LeO-F=F#l:SOUND+7,239,108,15,1,1:G010-&0 

{PuBk} 130-E-E+1:SOUND+7,119,100,15,1,1:G0TO-68 

{PpEo} 140-CLS01: INK: 1,0: PEN-I:LQCATE-11,25:PRI 
NT" Plager"; [8;" wins! :":E-0:F-O: WHILE: 
INMEY(47)()0:WEND :LOCATE«1,25:FRINT - SPAC 
ES(40); :INK-1,24:RUM 

{NwGs} 150-PAPER-@: LOCATE: 2,2: CLEAR: INPUT: INPUT 
"Number of blocks" ;K:LOCATE:2,2:FRIMI:5F 
ACES(37): PAPER: 1:CLS:PAPER +8: WIN- 
DOWEL, 2,38,2,24:CLS@L:PAPER Li LOCATE-2,é 
C:PEN+2:PRINT USING’ WH"; E:PEN+ 3: LOCATE +3 
8, aS:FRINT- USING" Hi" |F 

{Prav} LEQ« IF K(G-OR+K) 1000+ THEN: K-10 

{O1/EK} 170°TAG:FOR-L=1:TO«K;PN=INT(RND#3) +1: 1=R 
NDWSS2+16:J-RNDWSSO+32: IF (IC 300 OR 134 
B)-AND- (SC L98-OR-J)2l6)+ THEN -MOVE-1,J, PN 
‘PRINT CHRS(143); 

(Piks) L6O-NEXT: TAGOFF :RETURN 


a Lc may not have particularly detailed 
graphics, but what do you expect for 2K? 


BASIC tutorial... BASIC tutorial... 


want, separated by colons, on one line, up to the CPC's line length limit. 


been generated and BASIC would respond with: 





TRedo from start 


telling you re-enter the value (yes, it s moderately frendly ahd offers a second 
chancel). 

The semicolon following the INPUT keyword and string is used as a format- 
ting delimiter . It ensures that your response will appear on screen on the same 
line as INPUT's prompt. Leave out the semi-colon, and the value you type would 
appear on the next line (and probably look rather silly - try it...). 

Line 30 uses the INPUT-assigned variable BUTTER to create values for the 
variables POUND and HALFPOUND. The former simply copies its value from BUT- 
TER but the latter requires a bit of maths in the form of an expression (i.e. 
HALFPOUND equals |=) BUTTER divided by (/) 2). 

Notice how line 30 contains what would normally be two separate state- 
ments fronted by the same line number. You can put as many statements as you 


Line 40 combines formatting semecolons, strings and variables to provide 
intelligent formatted output for the user (the semi-colon is used in the same way 
as it was in the INPUT statement). Here's what line 40 displays: 


Butter is 90p per pound today, and 45p per half pound. 
if you entered 90 as the value into the “what's the price of butter...” INPUT 
prompt. Finally, line 50 ENDs the program. 

Now the clever part. lf the price of butter drops to 80p, there's no need to 
rewrite a single line of code. Just enter 80 when prompted for the price... 

Butter is 0p per pound today, and 40p per half pound. 


Study the code and then try leaving out and generally messing around with 
the semi-colons to see what happens — you can't damage anything, so have fur! 
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AMSTRAD ACTION « MAY 1: 


Werd processing {a5 to be just about the 
most popular serous use for all computers, not just 
the Amstrad CPC/Plus range. 

Computerised word processors just offer so 
many advantages over wring by hand, or even 
using a typewriter. With a word processor you can 
make things up a5 you £0 along, knowing that you 
can go back later and rearrange/rewrite what you ve 
written. With a typewriter there's much more pres: 
sure to ‘get it right first time’. No-one wants to keep 
retyping successive drafts of a document they just 
can't get ‘right. 

With a computer, of course, you dont have to 
print anything at all unbl it's perfect. You can also 
print as many copies as you like! 

Of course, you also need a printer. We covered 
these back in the AA?74 Buyers’ Guide. You also 
need to choose the word processing package that 
does everything you want it to, and at a price you 
can afford. That's where this month's Buyers’ Guide 
Comes fi... 


But whet should you look for? Speed is a critical 
factor, especially @ you mtend working with very big 
documents (more than haif a dozen pages long). It 
Can take an age to scro!l through a large document 
using a Siow program. 

User-friendiness is possibly more important, 
though, for beginners. Speed of operation will not 
be as important a5 a program that's easy and sim 
ple to pick up. Look out for programs that use 
menus (see ‘Jargon-busting’ below). 


Spelicheckers are incorporated in the more 
expensive, more powerful programs. These go 
through your text matching up the words you've writ 
ten «against those in ther ‘dichonanes’. 
Spelicheckers will find obvious spelling mistakes, 
but cant correct grammar or simply usme ihe 
wrong word. But they're extremely handy for people 
who, try though they might, simply cant spell 
properly, Frograms may also include maimerge 
faciihes (invaluable for busmess use) and other pow 
erful features. 
To find the best product for you, réad on... 


ASCH formot: Word processors usually produce 
files that only they can read. For oxample, Protext 
won't be able to make much sense of a Tasword file. 
However, most good word processors can also save 
in a special ‘standard format - ASCIl. This file for- 
mat won't let you store any fancy commands or 
characters. but the bare text it contains can be 
‘read’ by just about any word processing program. 


Blocks: When you delete large quantities of text, or 
want to move sections of text from one place in your 
document to another, you usually define the ‘block 
you want to move with markers. 


Columms: Ail magarines and some books are 
printed with more than one column on a page. it 
looks more attractwe and makes the text easier to 
road. Few CPC word processing packages can print 
out in columns, however, with the notable exception 
of the CP/M wersion of Protext. 
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All CPC owners Know that their machines can do far more 
than run games. The Amstrad has many serious uses 
besides, and probably the most popular is word process- 
ing. ROD LAWTON looks at the word processing programs 
you can get for your machine... 


BRUNWORD 6128 

BRUNNING SOFTWARE «+ £30 
As the name suppests, this program will run only on 
128K machines. its principle claim to fame is its 
memoryresident spelichecker, which offers the 
lastest spellchecking of all the word processors 
here. There's also a word count feature (as with 
Profext), which is extremely useful for journalists 
and other professional writers. To cap it all, there's 
a Carcindex styie database winch can be used for 
mai-outs and label printing. 

Brunning Soltware also produces a wide range 
of other word processing packages, all based 
around Brunword. These include Brunword Elite 
(£55, designed to get the very best from your 
printer), Infosenpot (250, includes simultaneously 
memory-resident spelichecker and database facility) 


Jargon-busting 


Command line: Some programs feature menus - 
ists of options you can choose from - while others 
expect vou to input commands in full, via a ‘com- 
mand line’. In FProtext, the command line is below 
the text editing screen 


Control code: Word processors let you underline 
text or put ft into Malics or bold, as well as permit- 
ting a variety of formatting options (margins, insets 
etc.). These commands are stored as ‘control codes’ 
within the text. These contro! codes are only dis- 
played, not printed out. 


Cursor: CPC owners already know what a cursor is 
- switch the machine on and BASIC shows you a yel- 
low block where the commands you type will appear 
on the screen. Word processors feature a cursor, 
too - it shows you where the text you type will be 
inserted on the page. You move the cursor around 
via the arrow (cursor) or other keys. 


vory fast RAM-based spelichecker. 


BRUNWORD 
6128 


The Comclete Wordorocessor 
Ba 
BrunSoe A DataFie 


Brunning = Software 





Cut & paste: Word processors let you ‘cut’ text 
out (see Blocks) and either delete it altogether or 
‘paste’ it down somewhere else in the document. 
The phrase goes back to the days when sub-editors 
and artists did literally have to cut out chunks of text 
and paste them down somewhere else when design- 
Ink Pages. 


Dictionary: The better word processing programs 
incorporate spelicheckers. These store a ‘dictionary’ 
of words, and they check what youve written 
against these ‘correct words. 


Editing: When you go back to text you've already 
written to amend it or rearrange it, you ‘edit it. 


Find /change: A decent word processor will let 
you change one word for another throughout a doc- 
ument. For example, you might find you've mis-spelt 
your boss's name throughout a 30-page report. Eek! 
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B The choice of top league Amstrad word 
processors is now limited fe free. 
Pyroword (top loft) is no longer available. 


and ROM Module (£125, consists of Brunword Elite 
and other addons m a single ROM module which 
plugs into the back of the machine — instant load 
ing, and no disk accessing!) 90%> 


MINI OFFICE Il 

DATABASE SOFTWARE « 
£13.99* CASSETTE, 

£15.99* DISK 

(*see Special Offers this issue) 
Nin Office is an ‘integrated’ package consisting of 
word processor, database, graphics, communica 
tions and labelornter. The word processor is not 
the best in the world, bul the whole package is 
extremely versatile and represents excellent value 
Mini Office doesn't do anything that the vanous 
Brunword and Protext packages can't do, but it 


A Find/Change function will let you correct all 
instances automatically. 


Footer: |f you re preparing a long report, an article 
or even a novel, you will probably want to put the 
page number and maybe even the title on each 
page. A good word processor will automatically print 
information like this at the bottom of the page - this 
is a Tooter. 


Fermatting: If you change some of the words ina 
line, the line may end up a different length. Some 
word processors automatically ‘re-flow the text, oth- 
ors (Protext) reformat only when you tell them to 


Header: Fixed text which can be printed at the top 
of every page. (See also Footer) 


Insert /overwrite: Most programs let you choose 
between ‘inserting text as you write (the existing 
text shuffles along to accomodate it) or ‘overwriting’ 
the existing text (wiping it oul as you do so) 





PROTEXT 

ARNOR + £29.38 (Amsdos 
version), £59.95 (CP/M version) 
Frotext comes in two forms: an Amsdos version 
and a CP/M version, The Amsdos version is a basic 
word processor which iS cheaper and will run on a 
464 or a 6128 (but only from disk), The CP/M ver- 
son, however, © a@ complete word-processing 
environment, featuring a spelichecker (not as quick 
as Brunword's), disk/tie handing withn documents, 
macros, powertul maiknerge facies and more 
The basic word processing functions are the same, 
though. Protext is a blindingly fast text editor, easy 
to leam and very poksned. 

The Amsdos version has several optional add 
ons which can be bought separately, including 
Frospell, the spelichecker, and Fromerge. These 
are built into the CP/M version, which goes to 


‘BReEEeEEeEeeehtiRneeneRoeteeanetkeRatrtEts 


= Mini Office ls 
oxcollent value for an 


does them at a very much 
lower price! 

An alternative worth con- 
sidenng for writers who 
need that itie bit more... 
and it just so happens that 





Mu Otice fis currently avaiable from our very own 


Special Offers department on page 47. 88% 
TASWORD 

TASMAN SOFTWARE + £24.95 
CASSETTE, £29.95 DISK 

if youve noticed a similarity between this program 
and Amsoft's Amsword, that's because they're one 
and the same program! There are two version of 
the program — one for the 464 and one for the 
6128. Tasword is very easy to learn, with good 
manuals an onscreen help. On the down side, ifs 
extremely slow and can be fiddiy to use. Great for 
beginners, but too siumersh for senous use. 


Justifying: Many books and magazines feature 
‘justified text = both the left-hand and right-hand 
edges of the text are straight. This is achieved by 
adding small spaces between the words on a line to 
get it to fit the full width of the column 


Line spacing: Although there is usually no differ- 
ence to the way the text is displayed on-screen 
most word processors will let you vary the vertical 
spacing between the lines when you do a print-out. 


Mail-merge: Some word processors feature addi 
tional features like ‘maill-merging. You can set up a 
standard letter, for example, and print it out dozens 
of times, each time with 4 different name and 
address (loaded automatically from another file). 


Margin: When you print out a document, the text 
doesnt go right to the edges of the paper. Instead, 
you specily margins. You may have to set up mar: 
gins on the printer too, and allow for them when you 
set up your document. 
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a The Amsdes version of 
Protex? forms part of a suite. 
explain the extra cost. 
Also available is the excellent Protype print uti- 
ity, which produces truly superd print quality from a 
$pin printer, albert at the expense of speed. 


90% (Amsdos), 94% (CP/M) 


WHERE 
fo gc 


numbers of the producers of the programs 
described. You can order direct from them if you 


138 The Street, Little Clacton, Essex CO16 SL 





611 Lincoln Road, Peterborough PE1 SHA 


Adlington Park, Macclesfield FA10 4NP 
Tasmon Sohware Lid 0532 438301 


Menu: While some programs expect you to type in 
commands. others will give you a list - a menu - of 
available commands to choose fram 


Ruler: Many programs (Protext, for example) dis- 
play a ‘ruler’ at the top of the screen which you use 
to set margins and tab stops 


Spellehocker: See Dictionary 


Styles: Most word processors let you print text in 
bold or Malics, or to underline it. 


i me ee 
habit of indenting tho first lines of paragraphs, you 
need to set tab stops. Most programs will let you set 
several 


Word wrap: Word processors are much smarter 
than typewriters - they can sense when a word Is 
too long to fit on a line and start a new line 
automatically. This i¢ ‘automatic’ word-wrap 
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fel-yle.s 
! : . ) i's a sci-fi puzzler with big balls and a Thrust style 
7 a fitou | | Smaceetip in ft AAS 7) 





Oh no, brainwork time! ADAM PETERS puts on his big pointed thinking 
hat (with the letter D on it) and tries to work everything out in his head 
(bere’s enough room in there for even Arnie to work oul — ed)... 


Puzzle games, hmmm... Vere dd they 
come from then? That, dear readers, is a purvie in 
itself. One of the frst puzzle games to hit the 
arcades was probably Chi? Hanger, a very strange 
affair reminiscent of the board game Mousetrap and 
the Road Runner cartoons. You had to set off an 
elaborate trap mvolvng pulleys, bouncing balls, 
trampolines etc, hitting the Fire button at exactly the 
ngit moment to splat a cowboy, otherwise you gol 
Splatted yoursell. 

Another of the early puzzles was Marble 
Madness, which appeared on home machenes in var- 
ious forms (Gyroscope and Spowdizzy, for example), 
before surfacing as the Marble Madness 
Construction Kil. it's only in recent times that the 
genre has really taken off, though. 

One of the main things to have contnbuted to 
this is a little gamelet from Russia by the name of 
Tetrs. Jetns featured vanous different shapes 
leach constructed out of four square 
blocks) talling from the sky. The dea was Be 
to flip these shapes around before they i af 
reached ground level, aiming to slot every Ff 
thing m place and get complete horizontal | 
lines of blocks, which then disappeared. 

Tetris caotured the hearts and minds | 
of a generation (sort of) and it's success 
was soon capitalised on by any | 


every puzzle game revew appearing nm AA during 
the past two years, had the line “loosely based on 
Tetris” in the opening paragraph. But maybe that's 
just us being lazy. 

The most popular of the latest generation of 
puzzlers is the frante colourmatching game Alax. 
The Codies” Panic Dizzy — Klax without the good bits 
— iS amongst the nobbiest of recent puzzlers. 

The appeal of puzzle games on home comput- 
ers continues apace (the bunchng of Jetis wih all 
Gameboys would seem to confirm this) and we say 
hurrah to that. Even if mindless blasting is a lot of a 
fun, a bt of brammwork every now and then can't go 
amiss. Now lets gus 
see, | can put f| 
this bt here... ff 
on no, 2 trian | 
pie... ef... 
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Catch the falling ties and drop them to form piles of 


{EMPIRE} 
Plumbers ahoy! Here's 36 Levels of hyper-addictive 
pipe-placing action (AAS 7) 


(US GOLD) 
= This game is massive! 144 lovels - some very 
large - of brain-blowing puzzlers. 


















| (ANB?) 


(ELECTRIC DREAMS) 
Manoeuvre your ball across a hazard-ctrown 
course, trying net to lol @ plunge to a lemiming- 





(AAG) 

(AUDIOGENIC]) 
Join blocks end to end to form loops. There are 
threa distinct garne types |AAG?) 


Thomasina, Diane or Harriet who could SN hs a ‘a? 7 “K TOF 
think of a slight variation of it. Virtually Zi-=70\ ala —-_, _—— (VORTEX/GREMLIN) 
from a generator to, er, somewhere olse 





E-Motion 
(US GOLD) >| 


Nothing te do with jumpin’ and pumpin’ house dance styles, E-Motion is actually a corkin’ purrie game. 
You're qiloting a litte Asteroids/Thrust style spaceship. complety with tricky control method, and you've got to 
do strange things with molecules. 

Gecasionally there are individual balls (atoms) around. but often it's « whole bunch of balks linked together 
{motecules) - write this down somerhero. WV halp you with your physics homework 

The aun i¢ to force ball of the came cofowr to collide, in which case they Meappear. f different coloured 
balls collide. 0 third ball results. The ensuing chaos is compounded by the fect thet @ your chip stray of the 
screen (i reappears on the other cide. 

Throw in some stretchy rubberike things (pardon? - ed) and a gnarly ovo-plaver mode and you have one 





heck of a tough puzzler But cont piay i for tao long. fotks, cos too much E|-Motion) maives your head trob BASE eae eer eee ta 
(INFOGRAMES) 

Aro we talking complicated or what? Welltris Is 

Tetris in 30. Mega yeas! es 
(CODEMASTERS) 


An excolient biock-pushing mare game. [Also on 
the Durzy's Exceflent Adventures compilation.) 
_ (AAT6) 








£1.95 


iSS0% 30 MAY 1992 
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gees we | | ae 
Nie Ke fee@ieeee fee 


cue says: “Praise the Lord! Look 
7 what those AA people have got 
lined up for us in June...” 

















Hold the front page! 
How to produce your own 
magazine -— we give you the 
info, the facts and all the 
tricks of the trade. Plus a 
look at all those wonderful 
CPC fanzines out there. 








How a game is 
made part 2 


The second instalment of 
jour spotlight on Seymour 
in the Wild West. What's 
















games coming out across 
the channel, but very few 
of them reach these 
shores. We action test a 
dozen recent French 
games, and offer you exclu- 
sive mail order deals on 
some of the best ones. 


ALN 





| 
I 
| Missing a single issue of AMSTRAD ACTION will result in you 
; being hurled swiftly into the depths of hell, where lots of short 
red dudes will poke fun at you for eternity. Better fill in this form 
| and hand it to your newsagent, eh, just to be on the safe side. 
! Dear kindly Newsagent person, | don’t want to go to hell, so please reserve 
I Amstrad Action lor me every month, beginning with the June issue, out on 
| Thursday 21st May (allegedly). 


1 ee eee eee ed 8 ee et ied se Fe a 2 eee 


ee te eee 








ones you should 
be spending your 
money on. 


(oh sorry, wrong magazine) 


E ack-page 


Let's get WACCI! 


The popular Amstrad user group 
comes to town with the start 
of a regular series of pages of 
techie talk and info written by 
members of the BAFTA-winning 
(you what? - ed) WACCI team. 


The complete 


guide to desktop 
publishing 


We run the Buyers’ 





. going to be happening? Guide rolling pin be | ey 
You'll have to wait and see across a big pile of . i g 
(so will we). DTP packages, = riers | 
| from the classic oA ye eae 
DS ce Oe es iy | Stop Presstothe 
French — recent spate of PD ~ free 
ro und-up pretenders, and = , —_ 
There are some brilliant tell you winen y/o 4 : wn 





MC Hammer, New kids 


and Danni Minogue 








competitior 


Aw, isn’t it sweet (bleurgh? This, dear readers, is 
Maryanne’s teddy bear. But what's he i 
called? (There, we've given you a clue - 
t's a he’.) Send your guesses to 
Back Page Compo ([AA80), 
Amstrad Acton, Future 
Publishing, 29 Monmouth 
Street, Bath, Avon BA] 2DL 
The first person to guess 
right wins £10. Wf no-one | 
gets it right by May 21st, 
Maryanne will choose her 
fave out of the names Sug- 
gested, and well send that 9 
person the cash, OK? 













a > pla " they wagya play. 
| i But watch out for Tully - he plays mean. 
Tully is the trecherous lawyer intent on 
stealing the family fortune and who has 
many a dirty trick up his sleeve. 


__| dance how they wanna dance, 


And you'll be shakin’, rattlin' and rollin’ 


ih “ini i via ter Wanna io... 


Bul not now that Maki: been evicted! Pe 








| eas! vn =~ Morticia, Lurch, Granny, Pugsley and 
>. ary pon oo] Wednesday have gone back to thelr 
creepy abode to regain possession 









73 oe 3 ar 
= EW T=) cay what They waliha 6. 
et | But not now that they've disappeared! - 
5 “eeee: eel As Gomez you must find your loopy loved 6 
ALS Scieiio | anes in their Spooky mansion house. ees 


ATARI ST . GBM AMIGA 
IB PC & COMPATIBLES 





vero" the last one for you! If you solve the puzzles 
, and follow the clues you might just save 
the Addams Family so that they can... 


elie they anna le 


OCEAN SOFTWARE LIMITED . 6 CENTRAL STREET . MANCHESTER . M2 5NS. TEL: 06] 832 6633 . FAX: 06) 834 04650 








amiga (£9.99) 

atari st (£9.99) 

PC (£9.99) 

commy cass (£3.99) 
speccy cass (£3.99) 
ammy cass (£3.99) 


